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GRAND VALLEY METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

ADA TOWNSHIP * ALGOMA TOWNSHIP * ALLENDALE TOWNSHIP * ALPINE TOWNSHIP * BELDING * BYRON TOWNSHIP * CALEDONIA TOWNSHIP * CANNON TOWNSHIP * CASCADE TOWNSHIP ¢ CEDAR SPRINGS
COOPERSVILLE * COURTLAND TOWNSHIP ¢ EAST GRAND RAPIDS ¢ GAINES TOWNSHIP ¢ GEORGETOWN TOWNSHIP ¢ GRAND RAPIDS * GRAND RAPIDS TOWNSHIP * GRANDVILLE * GREENVILLE
HASTINGS * HUDSONVILLE ¢ [ONIA ¢ JAMESTOWN TOWNSHIP ¢ KENT COUNTY * KENTWOOD ¢ LOWELL ¢ MIDDLEVILLE ¢ OTTAWA COUNTY ¢ PLAINFIELD TOWNSHIP * ROCKFORD
SAND LAKE * TALLMADGE TOWNSHIP ¢ WALKER ¢ WAYLAND * WYOMING

A Resolution In Support of Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s

Participation in the Regional Prosperity Alliance

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-force
development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state government, and
private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area
which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task
Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in
our 13 country region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission have requested
that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on behalf
of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that, the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council Board of Directors
hereby endorses our participation in the Regional Prosperity Initiative and,

Be It Further Resolved that the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council is honored and pleased to
provide leadership in this regional venture by submitting the grant application on behalf of our
West Michigan Region.

Approved on October 4, 2013 by the Board of Directors of the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council.

AR FT /o 4‘«7//57 0l 3

(} ohn Welss Date
Utive Director, Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

678 FRONT AVENUENW ¢ SUITE 200 * GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49504 « PH. 616 77-METRO (776-3876) ¢ Fax 774-9292 ¢ wwWW.GVMC.ORG




Resolution To Endorse Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s

Application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance
RESOLUTION R-102813-2

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-force
development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state government, and
private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area
which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task
Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in
our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission have requested
that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on
behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the ADA TOWNSHIP BOARD, hereby endorses
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative
on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

Approved on OCTOBER 28, 2013 by THE ADA TOWNSHIP BOARD.
Moved by Member Proos, supported by Member LeBlanc.

Yes: 7
No: O
Absent: 0

Resolution Adopted.

= o ST
Date: 1028/13 CWL’ 4 -97/

Susan Burton, CMC
Ada Township Clerk

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Ada,
County of Kent, State of Michigan, at a meeting held on October 28 2013, the original of which is on file in my office and available to the
public. Public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 267 of the Michigan
Public Acts of 1976, including in the case a of a special or rescheduled meeting, notice by posting at least 18 hours prior to the time set

for said meeting. i
Dated: 0 ”/:;\5) - ,% 1 ém;j%:
SUSAN BURTON, TMC ¥
Ada Township Clerk
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Resolution 2013-13 In Support of Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s
Application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-force
development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state government, and
private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area
which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task
Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in
our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission have requested
that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on
behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Montcalm County Board of Commissioners
hereby endorses Grand Valley Metropolitan Council's collaborative application for the Regional
Prosperity Initiative on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

Appro '~ ctober 28, 2013
CIoRoAL Wﬂu\QQ/

Kristeh Millard, Montcalm County Clerk

Please Return to:

John W, Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave, NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

678 FRONT AVENUE NW ¢ SUITE 200 * GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49504 » Py, 616 77-METRO (776-3876) * FAX 774-9292 * WWW.GVMC.ORG




Telamon Corporation
416 North Cedar Street
Lansing, MI 48912
Phone: (517)323-7002
Fax: (517)323-9840
Email: dkuchnicki@telamon.org

October 28, 2014

Attn: Mr. Jacob Maas, Executive Director
ACSET Council

1550 Leonard NE

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49505

Dear Mr. Maas,

Since 1991 Telamon Corporation has administered the National Farmworker Jobs Program
(NFJP) for migrant and seasonal farmworkers in the State of Michigan. We are both grateful for
the opportunity to provide employment and training services and proud of the number of people
who have benefitted from our program. Since we work with an underserved segment of the
population that has many bartiers to economic success, it is very important to develop and
maintain excellent working relationships in both the private and public sector. The ACSET
Council has been a key partner for Telamon Corporation since our inception in 1991.

The ACSET Council is structured to meet the objectives of the Regional Prosperity Initiative,
ensuring that finite resources are being utilized appropriately. They have a long track record of
successfully coordinating service delivery among local governments in order to strengthen the
region’s economic competitiveness while minimizing redundant and uncoordinated policies. The
ACSET Council has also demonstrated the ability to bring together community, agency and
private sector partnets and develop a common focus and vision.

It is my pleasure to formally recommend Mr. Jacob Maas and the ACSET Council to develop and
implement the Regional Prosperity Initiative for Kent and Allegan Counties. Their excellent

track record of eliminating silos and moving beyond traditional boundaries to strengthen their
region makes them an ideal candidate.

If you have any questions, I can be reached at dkuchnicki@telamon.org or 517/930-0053.

(

Sincerely,

B, Nowelhn b
Don Kuchnicki, State Director
Telamon Corporation
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Wiliar Vanderbit Resolution of the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council's Policy Cormmittee
Blaine Koops supporting a request for grant funding from the State of Michigan’s Regional
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Prosperity Initiative for activities in Region 4 (West Michigan Prosperity Alliance):

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the

Ken DeWeerdt
Kurt Dykst . . T
e et Regional Prosperity Initiative, and,
Gerald Hunsburger
John Kleinheksel . . e .
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Executive Committee
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301 Douglas Avenue, Holland, Michigan 49424
phone: (616) 395-2688 - fax: (616) 395-9411

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county
area which includes over 340 local governments, 6 Work Force Boards, 3
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural
Transportation Task Forces, and many economic development, higher education and
non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning
agencies in our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional
Planning Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development
Commission have requested that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole
applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity

Alliance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Macatawa Area Coordinating
Council hereby endorses Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative
application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative on behalf of the West Michigan
Prosperity Alliance.

- s

ey
z
i

/27/25’/ /3

William Vanderbilt, Chair Date
MACC Policy Committee

www, the-mace.org
email: info@the-mace.org
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Resolution To Endorse Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s

Application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance

RESOLUTTON # 20]3-/0
WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-force
development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state government, and
private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area
which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task
Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in
our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission have requested
that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on
behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the \3 “\\\M\Q 0¥ g&ﬂA/ln\iQhereby endorses
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative
on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance. '

Approved on _&‘_L(_ZL 2013 by M@X\Q‘Q M&&@ \N Q) :K\‘]\ Qj\(!{ QV\A
Ceconded oy A swoley

Please Return to: 6@% ‘ Q %{W\\Dg@ i N Q\\)% v \ong
John W. Weiss, Executive Director G é\\(\(\ Q}‘\QQ'

Grand Valley Metro Council k. »—W\\Q}\\\{

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200 ’

Grand Rapids, MI 49504 0. Dewoty

D Tows\e)

678 FRONT AVENUE NW * SUITE 200 * GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49504 ¢ PH. 616 77-METRO (776-3876) ¢ FaX 774-9292 » WWy.&VMC.ORG
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SPARTA AREA SCHOOLS

Office of Adult Education
480 S. State Street Sparta Ml 49345

October 23, 2013

John W. Wiess, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Avenue NW, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

Dear John,

On behalf of Sparta Area Schools Adult Education Program, | am pleased to offer our support
for the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative grant application for the Regional
Prosperity Initiative.

Adult Education Programs are no stranger to regionalization. Sparta Adult Education has been
a member of the Adult Learning Partners of West Michigan (ALPWM) for several years. This
partnership has fostered working relationships among adult education programs, post-
secondary institutions, literacy councils, and workforce development agencies. The ALPWM
includes members from Kent, Ottawa and Allegan counties.

We are excited to partner with other organizations in Region 4 in a cooperative effort to
promote the prosperity of our region and the success of Michigan’s adult learners. If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Jennifer Grimm *
Director of Adult Education
Sparta Adult Education
Sparta Area Schools

PHONE: 616.887. 7506 FAX: 616.887.7503
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2380 Rilgy otreet

- Box 88 Jamgstown, Mi 4»9427
Ph. §96-8376/fx. 896-7271 «

October 22, 2013

John Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council
678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

Please accept this letter of endorsement for supporting the GVMC’s application in order to obtain grant funding
from the State of Michigan’s Regional Prosperity Initiative (RPI). As you are aware, Jamestown has been
attempting collaborative efforts with adjacent municipalities on a number of fronts. When we have been
successful, it has been overwhelmingly beneficial. We are grateful for GVMC’s efforts at bringing about
collaboration.

We are convinced that stronger collaboration will not only benefit our township, but will have far reaching
effects. We are grateful to the foresight that the State of Michigan has in establishing the RPI. Jamestown
Jooks forward to continuing to be engaged in local and regional collaboration and hope that this application
request is fully funded. :

Sincerely,

e

Ken Bergwerff
Supervisor,
Jamestown Charter Township
2380 Riley Street

PO Box 88

Jamestown, Ml 49427

616.896-8376 ext 17
kbergwerff@twp.jamestown,mi.us
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MUSKEGON

West Michigan’ She ty

October 22, 2013

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

I'm writing on behalf of the City of Muskegon in support of Grand Valley
Metropolitan Council's grant application for the West Michigan Prosperity
Alliance.

The Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development,
education, work-force development, regional planning and transportation
agencies, local and state government, and private companies. The West
Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area which
includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work
Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning
Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic
Development and non-profit organizations.

We believe this funding will allow our region to pursue economic development
strategies and leverage our resources to benefit our communities.

Sincerely,

CITY OF MUSKEGON

Franklin J. Peterson
City Manager

City of Muskegon, 933 Terrace Street, P.O. Box 536, Muskegon, MI 49443-0536
www.shorelinecity.com



ALPINE TOWNSHIP
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

Resolution No. 13-29

Resolution To Endorse Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s
Application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater
communication and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development,
education, work-force development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and
state government, and private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county
area which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work
Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural
Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations,
and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning
agencies in our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional
Planning Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission
have requeste‘d( that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary
agency for the grant on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Alpine Township Board of Trustees
hereby endorses Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative application for the
Regional Prosperity Initiative on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

At a regular meeting of the Alpine Township Board of Trustees held on October 21,
2013, Trustee Cordes offered a motion, supported by Trustee May, to confirm the foregoing
resolution. The motion carried as follows:

AYE: Arends, Cordes, May, Schweitzer, Townsend, J. Wahlfield, and M. Wahlfield.
NAY: , None.
ABSENT: Neone.

RESOLUTION NO. 13-29 DECLARED ADOPTED.

e

o, :
P
-

]ea/y’Wahlﬁe d, Alpine/Township Clerk




MICHIGAN . ‘ ‘ Connectin

1-800-285-WORKS (9675) ' Serving Barry, Branch and Calhoun Counties
Calhoun 1.S.D. - 17111 G Drive North - Marshall, Michigan 49068 - Ph 269-789-2451 - Fax 269-781-8792

October 23, 2013,

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

. 678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200 -
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss:

I'm writing on behalf of Calhoun 1SD Michigan Works! Agency in support of Grand
Valley Metropolitan Council's grant application for the West Michigan Prosperity
Alliance.

The Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication and
collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-
force development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state
government, and private companies. The West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative
will serve a 13 county area which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher
education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2
Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic
Development and non-profit organizations. ' '

We believe this funding will allow our region to pursue economic development strategies
and leverage our resources to benefit our communities.

Sincerely,

N {Lgm\

Dr. Terance Lung : M.J. Bruns
Superintendent Michigan Works! Workforce
Calhoun Intermediate School District Development Director

Calhoun ISD Michigan Works!

Albion Service Center Battle Creek Service Center Coldwater Service Center Hastings Service Center

101 N. Albion Street 135 Hamblin Avenue 210 Vista Drive 535 West Woodlawn Avenue
Albion, MI 49224 Battle Creek, M1 49017 Coldwater, MI 49036 Hastings, MI 49058

(517) 629-5852 (269) 660-1412 (517) 278-0200 (269) 945-9545, Ex. 144

THE CISD MICHIGAN WORKS! WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER/PROGRAM, AUXILIARY AIDS AND SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE TO INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES UPON
REQUEST. MICHIGAN RELAY CENTER (800) 649-3777

www.michpartners.org




Office of the President

Spoelhof Center

3201 Burton St. SE

nd Rapids, MI 49546-4388

616-526-6100

Fax: 616-526-6577

www.calvin.edu

C ALYV IIN

College

21 October 2013

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council
678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Dear John:

With the support of Calvin College, I affirm the recommendation of The Macatawa Area
Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning Commission and The West
Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission that Grand Valley Metropolitan
Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on behalf of the West
Michigan Prosperity Alliance. The Calvin community joyfully endorses Grand Valley
Metropolitan Council’s application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

The West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13-county area including
five higher education institutions. I look forward to seeing this initiative in action,
fostering greater communication and collaboration among area stakeholders.

Thank you for your organization’s continued commitment to enhancing the quality of life
of the people of our metropolitan area through collaboration among regional partners.

Sincerely,

Michael K. Le Roy
President

MKL/sjc




RICK SNYDER DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES MAURA D. CORRIGAN
GOVERNOR MUSKEGON COUNTY DIRECTOR

October 18, 2013

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Avenue NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

I'm writing on behalf of Muskegon County Department of Human Services (DHS) in
support of Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s grant application for the West Michigan
Prosperity Alliance.

The Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication and
collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-
force development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state
government, and private companies. The West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative
will serve a 13 county area which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher
education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2
Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic
Development and non-profit organizations.

We believe this funding will allow our region to pursue economic development strategies
and leverage our resources to benefit our communities. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

i‘ane R. JW

Muskegon/Oceana/Mason County DHS Offices

Muskegon County Board: Doris Rucks, David Cotter, James Fisher

2700 Baker Street » Muskegon Heights, Michigan 49444
www.michigan.gov e 231-733-3700
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MICHIGAN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

92ND DISTRICT COMMITTEES:
STATE CAPITOL AGRICULTURE
PO. BOX 30014 MARCIA HOVEY-WRIGHT HEALTH POLICY
LANSING, Ml 48909-7514 INSURANCE
PHONE: (517) 373.2646 STATE REPRESENTATIVE AL
TOLL-FREE: (877} 411-3684 marciahove\/wright@house.mi.gov'
FAX: (517} 373-9646 : WEBSITE:

hoveywright.housedems.com

October 22, 2013

Mr. John W. Weiss

Executive Director

Grand Valley Metro Council
678 Front Avenue NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

| am writing to you to express my full-hearted suppqrﬁ for the grant funding request submitted by The
Right Place, Inc. in collaboration with the Grand Valley Metro Council, the West Michigan Shoreline
Regional Planning Commission, the West Michigan Regional Planning Commission, and the Macatawa
Area Coordinating Council, and several other economic development organizations in order to
implement the five year "Prosperity Plan", which is a part of the "Regional Prosperity Initiative” that was
i‘h;itikated; and funded.by Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature.

This requested'fund'ing, if approved by the end of the year, will enable the preparation of a regional five
year "Prosperity Plan" which will advance coordination among several infrastructure, workforce and
economic development interests. This will ultimately greatly improve the economic development
competitiveness of the region.

| am fully supportive and engaged in this application effort and strongly endorse this collaborative effort
to prepare a regional prosperity plan. | urge you to support the proposed $250,000 grand funding, which
will inevitably have great economic benefits to Region 4.

If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to contact my office at (517)373-2646. | thank you for
your support,

Best Regards,

" pheo

Marcia Hovey-Wright v
State Representative. .
92nd District - .

AtE




Oceana County

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
County Building
100 S. State Street, Suite M-4
Hart, Michigan 49420

October 24, 2013

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

'm writing on behalf of Oceana County in support of Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s grant
application for the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

The Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication and collaboration among
organizations involved in economic development, education, work-force development, regional
planning and transportation agencies, local and state government, and private companies. The West
Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area which includes over 340 local
governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning
Organizations, 2 Regional Pianning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic
Development and non-profit organizations.

We believe this funding will allow our region to pursue economic development strategies and leverage
our resources to benefit our communities.

Sincerely,

o U Jot

Larry Van Sickle, Chairperson
Oceana County
Board of Commissioners




28TH DISTRICT COMMITTEES

S8-310 CAPITOL BUILDING MARK C. J ANSEN CHAIR: REFORMS, RESTRUCTURING, REINVENTING
P.O. BOX 30036 Vice CHAR: FINaNCE/Tax PoLicy
LANSING, MI 48909-7536 State Benator - sweowwrs
HAIR: LEGISLATIVE RETIREMENT
PRONE: (517) 373-0797 MEMBER: LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TOLL-FREE: (866) 305-2128 MEVBER: APPROPRIATIONS
FAX: (517) 373-5236 . SUBCOMMITTEES
senmjansen@senate.michigan.gov CHAIR: DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND
REGULATORY ATFAIRS

CHAIR; RETIREMENT

VICE CHATR; GENERAL GOVERNMENT
VicE CHAIR: HUMAN SERVICES
MEBMBER: CAPITAL OUTLAY

October 24, 2013

Mr. John Weiss

Executive Director

Grand Valley Metro Council
678 Front Avenue NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI49504

Dear Mr, Weiss:

1 write today to express my support for State funding to prepare a five-year ‘Prosperity Plan’ for
Region 4.

As a State Senator who also has local government experience, I strongly support regional

cooperation between local governments, private sector, education, workforce and economic
development organizations to support continued success for the citizens of Kent County.

This is a very important initiative for the people of Region 4. I strongly endorse this
collaborative effort to prepare a regional prosperity plan.

Thank you for your consideration, If you have any questions or if I can be of further assistance
please feel free to contact my office.

Sincerely,

%Mark C. Jansen

State Senator
28" District

www.senate.michigan.gov/jansen
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MICHIGAN

LARRY EMIG

Chairperson, Local Elected Officials
SHERI THOMPSON

Chairperson, Workforce Development Board
PAUL J. GRIFFITH

Executive Director

WEST CENTRAL

www.michworkswe.org

4891 - Fax: 231.796.8316

231

Big Rapids, Michigan 49307 &

30 Northland Drive

October 23, 2013

John W, Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Avenue NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, M| 49504

Subject: Regional Prosperity Initiative

Dear Mr. Weiss:;

This letter is written in support of Grand Valley Metropolitan Council's collaborative
application for the Regional Prosperity [nitiative on behalf of the West Michigan
Prosperity Alliance.

Michigan Works! West Central is a firm supporter of Governor Snyder’'s encouragement
to bring together local private, public, and non-profit partners to create vibrant regional
economies. Serving the rural counties of Lake, Mason, Mecosta, Newaygo, and Osceola,
Michigan Works! West Central has always been committed to improving regional
employment conditions and enhancing the economic development of our region.

We truly look forward to being a partner of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance and
support the increased collaboration between our region’s workforce development,
economic development, adult education, post-secondary education, regional planning

and transportation agencies, local and state government and private companies. We
believe this is a powerful way we can all work together to create a common vision and
strategy, drive economic investment, encourage business attraction and enhance talent
in our region.

Sincerely,

Larry Emig, Chairperson William Stanek, Chairperson

Local Elected Officials Workforce Development Board

Our Mission: “To continually improve a Workforce Development System that produces a workforce with the required skills
to attract, retain and expand business and enhancs our regional economy.”

Some Programs Funded by the Ml Ecomonic Development Corp-Workforce Development Agency/Equal Opportunity7Er7r;plo§/éirﬁs/Programs '
MI Relay Center » 800 649.3777 (Voice and TTY)
Auxiliary alds and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.




TALENT

Great Talent ¢ Great Life = West Michigan

October 24, 20113

Mr. John W. Weiss

Executive Director

Grand Valley Metro Council
678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Dear John,

I'm writing in support of Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s grant application for the
West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

TALENT 2025 is a collaboration of more than 70 CEOs with a combined workforce of over
115,000 or 16% of the private sector workforce covering the 13 counties of Region 4. Our
mission is to improve the quality of the region’s workforce to meet the demands of the
region’s employers today and tomorrow.

The West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will directly contribute to achieving our
vision for West Michigan to be a top-20 region by 2025. This builds on the achievements of
the West Michigan Strategic Alliance and the numerous regional partnerships that already
exist. It initiative will foster greater communication and collaboration among organizations
involved in economic development, education, work-force development, regional planning
and transportation agencies, local and state government, and private companies.

We believe this funding represents a starting point to regional collaboration that will
strengthen our region and make it globally competitive, which benefits everyone in the

region.

Sincerely,

o =k D

Kevin Stotts
President
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GOEFF HANSEN THE SENATE COMMITTEES:
34TH DISTRICT . OUTDOOR RECREATION AND
STATE OF MICHIGAN TOURISM, CHAIR
AGRICULTURE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
INSURANCE
TRANSPORTATION

P.O. BOX 30038
LANSING, MI 48309-7536
PHONE: (517) 373-1635
TOLL-FREE: (866} 305-2134
FAX: {517} 373-3300

senghansen@senate.michigan.gov
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October 23, 2013

Mr. John W Weiss

Executive Director

Grand Valley Metro Council
678 Front Avenue NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

- Tam writlng ‘“t0'"urge “your ‘consi'derati'on“: ‘arrd"“‘expre’ss’ my” 'su’p’p‘o‘l“c‘ “for Grand Valley Metropohtan T mmm—

Council’s Collaborative Application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative. This collaborative effort
would create a five-year “Prosperity Plan” to leverage regional resources that would aid in the
creation and retention of jobs. By working together, stakeholders could find potential solutions to
common challenges facing West Michigan.

Recently, the State legislature launched the Regional Prospetity Initiative to increase collaboration,
promote investment, and meet the needs of our changing economy. By working together, Right
Place, Inc., the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council, the West Michigan Shoreline Regional Planning
Commission, the West Michigan Regional Planning Commission, the Macatawa Area Coordinating
Coungcil, and several other organizations have put together an application to improve the economic
development competitiveness of West Michigan.

The Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s Collaborative Application for the Regional Prosperity
Initiative offers an excellent opportunity to create jobs that will enhance the quality of our
neighborhoods and provide a positive community to live, work, and play. I support the efforts of
Right Place, Inc. and Lakeshore Advantage, and féel this application would be an excellent candidate
for funding, I trust it will receive the consideration that it deserves. If you should have any
questions, please feel free to contact my office. '

34th District .

SERVING MASON, MUSKEGON, NEWAYGO AND OCEANA COUNTIES
www.SenatorGoeffHansen.com
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KELLOGG

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
450 North Avenue, Battle Creek, MI 49017-3397 prong 269 965 3931 wes www.kellogg.edu

October 21, 2013

Mr. John W. Weiss

Executive Director

Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Avenue NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, M1 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

Kellogg Community College (KCC) supports and will engage in the Governor’s
Regional Prosperity Initiative for Region 4. We value our active presence in Barry
County through our course offerings at the KCC Fehsenfeld Regional Education
Center, our unique arrangement with Hastings High School for workforce training,
our working relationships with numerous local employers and various additional
stakeholders in the region. We appreciate the opportunity to be at the table to
explore deepening existing collaborative efforts and opportunities for new
partnerships.

Sincerely,

Dr. Dennis Bona
President
Kellogg Community College

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Dennis ], Bona, EdD Jonathan D. Byrd Jill M. Booth Reba M, Harrington Matthew A. Davis Julie M. Camp Seifke ~ Steven A, Claywell Brian C. Hice
President Chair Vice Chair Secretary Treasuser Trustee Trustee Trustee




DAVE HILDENBRAND THE SENATE
29TH DISTRICT
o0, BOX 30085 STATE OF MICHIGAN
LANSING, M| 48909-7636
PHONE: (517) 373-1801
FAX: (817) 873-5801
sendhildenbrand@senate.michigan.gov

Qctober 23, 2013

Mr., Bill Rustem

Director of Strategy

Office of Governor Rick Snyder
P.O. Box 30013

Thank you for your leadership and service to the State of Michigan as the Governor's Director of
Strategy. It is regarding the Regional Prosperity Initiative grants that I write you today. '

The Greater Grand Rapids region has demonstrated a strong commitment to the regionalization call

~ that Governor Snyder issued to all economic development organizations and local units of

. government across the state. The work done in our area by the numerous economic development.

—agencies, regional planning groups and local governments to form Region 4 has certainly shown

others across the state how regionalism can be a successful tool in economic development and
governmental activities.

The Grand Valley Metro Council (GVMC) is coordinating the grant application process for Region 4
for the first round of grants issued through the Regional Prosperity Initiative. I am fully supportive
of the GVMC's efforts to obtain funding through this program. In particular this funding will provide
crucial assistance as Region 4 prepares its five-year Prosperity Plan,

Thank you again for your efforts on behalf of the Governor and the state. If you would like to discuss
this proposal in further detail please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely,

:. 2 gz 5 LR

“Dave Hildenbrand
State Senator

The Twenty-Ninth District

Cc: Mr. John Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

Reoycled
Paper




literacy Center
of West Michigan

October 23, 2013

John W Weiss

Executive Director

Grand Valley Metro Council
678 Front Ave NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, M! 49504

Dear John:

RE: Letter of Support

Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional Prosperity Initiative intended
to foster greater communication and collaboration among organizations involved in economic
development, education, work-force development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local
and state government, and private companies. The four existing metropolitan planning and regional
planning agencies in our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity
Initiative, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning Commission
and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission have requested that Grand Valley
Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on behalf of the West
Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

The Literacy Center of West Michigan endorses Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative
application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

Sincerely,

_____

Susan K Ledy
President/CEQO

1120 Monroe Avenue NW, Suite 240 e Grand Rapids, Ml 49503 o (816) 459-5151 o Fax (616) 245-8069 ‘
www.literacycenterwm.org




Areca Community Services 1550 Leonard NE

o . Grand Rapids, Ml 49505

Employment & Training Council (ACSET) Telephone (616) 336.4100
<' ting opportunities for economic seff-sufficiency for low-income, economically disadvantaged, elderly, Fax (616)336-4118
bled, unemployed and underemployed individuals, and dislocated workers. www.acset.org

October 22, 2013

Mr. Chris Harkins
Legislative Liaison and Policy Advisor
Dept. of Technology, Management and Budget

Dear Mr. Harkins,

It is with pleasure that the Area Community Service Employment & Training Council, Michigan
Works! Kent and Allegan County, acknowledges its support of Grand Valley Metropolitan
Council, who is submitting on our behalf, the Regional Prosperity application for the West
Michigan Regional Prosperity Alliance.

Through this letter, we acknowledge the necessity of movement in a regional direction that will
serve a thirteen county area with the intent to foster greater communication and collaboration
among organizations involved in economic development, education, workforce development,
regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state government, and private
companies. We are pleased to support the Regional Prosperity Initiative and eagerly anticipate
joining forces on this project. The opportunity presented will allow us to link with other sectors
to build a stronger, cohesive unit in our area.

ACSET fully supports Grand Valley Metropolitan Council and its steps forward to cooperate and
coordinate with Gov. Snyder’s Regional Prosperity Initiative. The initiative will allow for broad
based regional vision, develop infrastructure and enhance our capabilities for better
communication. It will also allow us to appropriately deploy the much needed coordination in
our area to reach greater regional economic prosperity.

We, therefore, commit ourselves to support this emerging partnership and its many possibilities.

Sincerely,

i t”'?fx//mw
(=«

Jacob Maas
Executive Director, ACSET

M ICHIGAN @ Helping Foeple Thaon i tives.
' comnunit

ction

Kent & Allegan Countles PARTHNERSHIP

of Kent Couty

Michigan Werks! and Community Action Partnership are divisions of ACSIT.

ACSET is an Egual Opportunity Emplover/Program. Anxiliary Aids and services are available upon request to individuals weith disabifitics,
Michigan Relay Center 1-800-649-3777.
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: ice Chair
Muskegon County 7700 East Apple Avenue Muskegon, Ml 49442-4999 !
Road Commisslon Telephone (231) 788-2381  Fax (231) 788-5793 John J. DeWolf

Commissioner

Lewis J. Collins
Commissioner

Gerald J. Walter
Commissioner

October 23, 2013

John W, Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Avenue NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

m writing on behalf of the Muskegon County Road Commission in support of Grand Valley
Metropolitan Council’s grant application for the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance. The Muskegon
Board of County Road Commissioners approved this on 10/23/13.

The Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication and collaboration among
organizations involved in economic development, education, work-force development, regional
planning and transportation agencies, local and state government, and private companies. The West
Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area which includes over 340 local
governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning
Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic
Development and non-profit organizations.

We believe this funding will allow our region to pursue economic development strategies and leverage
our resources to benefit our communities.

Kenneth J.
Managing Director

KIH/amj




MECOSTA COUNTY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
REGIONAL PROSPERITY INITIATVE
RESOLUTION :

Resolution adopted by the Mecosta County Development Corporation at its regularly scheduled Executive
Committee Meeting of October 11, 2013:

WHEREAS, in 2012 the State of Michigan formed a Regional Reinvention Initiative Committee to plan for
improving collaboration between Michigan’s Regional Planning Agencies, Work Force Development Agencies,
Adult Education Providers, Transportation Officials, Economic Development Agencies, and other agencies; and

WHEREAS, in August 2013 the Regional Reinvention Initiative Committee introduced the Regional Prosperity
Initiative that includes ten new Prosperity Regions, and various levels of funding to enhance collaboration and to
develop a Five Year Regional Prosperity Plan for each of Michigan’s ten Prosperity Regions; and

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance, comprised of two Prosperity Regions, includes the thirteen
counties of Allegan, Barry, lonia, Kent, Lake, Mason, Mecosta, Montcalm, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana,
Osceola, and Ottawa; and

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance includes four eligible applicants (West Michigan Regional
Planning Commission, West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission, Grand Valley Metropolitan
Council, and Macatawa Area Coordinating Council) to apply for funding to implement the Regional Prosperity
Initiative; and

WHEREAS, the four eligible applicants mentioned above have met to establish a cooperative approach and have
agreed to submit a joint application to the State of Michigan;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mecosta County Development Corporation supports the Regional
Prosperity Initiative and agrees to support the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council as the grant applicant; and

FURTHERMORE, the Mecosta County Development Corporation designates James M. Sandy, President, as the
organization’s representative and authorizes his participation in the Regional Prosperity Initiative.

MOVED BY: Bill Stanek

SUPPORTED BY: Paul Bullock

DAVE HAMELUND PHIL KEATING
Chairperson Vice Chairperson
October 11, 2013 October 11, 2013

Date Date




annon Township

A Historic Rural Community

October 18, 2013

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council -

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids Mi 49504

Dear John:

On behalf of Cannon Township, please be advised that we endorse and support GVMC’s
collaborative application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative on behalf of the West Prosperity
Alliance.

Py "

/ E
T Sn)c’erely,

/ étephen Grimm

{* """"""" S uperwsor
“\,

6878 Belding Road NE, Rockford, MI 49341
Phone: 616-874-6966 » Fax: 616-874-8940 « Website: www.cannontwp.org
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Baker College
1903 Marquette Avenue
Muskegon, Michigan 49442-7490
Telephone (231) 777-8800

John W. Weiss, Executive Director Fax (231) 777-6265

Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200

Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

I'm writing on behalf of Baker College of Muskegon in support of Grand Valley
Metropolitan Council's grant application for the West Michigan Prosperity
Alliance.

The Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development,
education, work-force development, regional planning and transportation
agencies, local and state government, and private companies. The West
Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area which
includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work
Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning
Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic
Development and non-profit organizations.

We believe this funding will allow our region to pursue economic development
strategies and leverage our resources to benefit our communities.

Sincerely,
\».;r;.;;!iim;y /7 .

Lee Coggin, J.D.
President
Baker College of Muskegon

Baker College / Allen Park » Auburn Hills » Cadillac » Cass Cily » Clinton Township ¢ Flint ¢ Fremont  Jackson e Muskegon » Owosso ¢ Port Huron

Accredited by The Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Conlral Assoclation
30 North LaSalle Streel, Sulle 2400, Chicago, IL 60602-2504 / 800-621-7440/ wwsv.ncahigherlearningeomimission,org




CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS

750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE o EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506

Resolution To Endorse Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s
Application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance

At a regular meeting of the East Grand Rapids City Commission held in the Commission Chambers, on the
21* day of October 2013.

PRESENT: Commissioners Dills, Goebel, Graham, Johnson, Miller and Skaggs
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Mayor Seibold

The following resolution was offered by Commissioner Goebel and supported by Commissioner Johnson:

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional Prosperity
Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication and
collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-
force development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state
government, and private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area which includes
over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation
Task Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in our 13 county
region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission have
requested that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary agency
for the grant on behalf of the West Michigan Progperity Alliance.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the East Grand Rapids City Commission hereby endorses
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative application for the Regional Prosperity
Initiative on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

PRESENT: Commissioners Dills, Goebel, Graham, Johnson, Miller and Skaggs
NAYS: None

ABSENT: Mayor Seibold

CERTIFICATION

1 certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the City Commission of the City of East
Grand Rapids at a regular meeting held at the City Hall on October 21, 2013, at 6:00 p.m., pursuant to all

required stagtory proc cstayes
'/ J"’)/lA £ Dated: October 22, 2013

Karey/K. Brower,City Clerk
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Robert W. Roth Chair
Laurie Finney Beard
Wayman P. Britt

Eva Aguirre Cooper
Cecile Cave Fehsenfeld
Carol J. Karr

Paul M. Keep
Christina L. Keller
Arend D. Lubbers
Michael G. Rosloniec
Alondra Vergara-Diaz
E. Miles Wilson

Diana R. Sieger President

GRAND RAPIDS |

ommumnity
FOUNDATION

October 22, 2013

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

The Grand Rapids Community Foundation is pleased to provide this letter of support
regarding your application to obtain grant funding for regional planning from the
State of Michigan’s Regional Prosperity Initiative (RPI). The Community Foundation
has funded and participated in a number of workforce initiatives and strongly
supports and encourages regional collaboration among a variety of groups including
economic development, education, transportation, and planning entities. This also
includes various governmental entities, the business community as well as the social
sector including nonprofits and foundations.

We know that such work will result in a stronger economy in West Michigan and
increased opportunities for all citizens of the area, especially as we focus on
attracting and developing the businesses and talent that are necessary for a vibrant
region and economy.

The Grand Rapids Community Foundation fully supports the choice of the Grand
Valley Metro Council to coordinate this grant application. We look forward to
working with the Grand Valley Metro Council and other partners in further
development of regional planning, ideas and projects and appreciate the
opportunity to help develop a process that results in a strong regional approach
while allowing for robust local implementation of creative ideas and partnerships.

We strongly encourage the State of Michigan to fully support the application and
stand ready to help in any way we can. Please do not hesitate to contact me for any
additional input or support.

Sincerely,

Diana R. Sieger, Presiden

185 Oakes Street SW  Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 616.454.1751 grfoundation.org
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FEEL TV

21 South Elm Street + Zeeland, Michigan 49464 + (616) 772-6400 « FAX (616) 772-5352

October 18, 2013

John W, Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

Dear-Mr. Weiss,

The City of Zeeland is providing this letter of endorsement in support of your application to
obtain grant funding from the State of Michigan’s Regional Prosperity Initiative {RPI). The goal
of establishing stronger local and regional collaboration is a worthy endeavor that will help drive
economic investment, lead to greater quality of place and increase business and talent
attraction.

We appreciate the latitude the state has provided local leaders in developing the process they
want to pursue in establishing stronger local and regional collaboration and want to thank the
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council for their willingness to be the applicant on behalf of the West
Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

We will continue to be engaged in this effort through our participation in the Macatawa Area
Coordinating Council and hope the application request is fully funded.

Sincerely,
CITY OF ZEELAND

:/ A LA

Timothy R. Klunder
City Manager

FEEL THE ZEEL




GRAND VALLEY METROPOLITAN COUNCIL

ADA TOWNSHIP ¢ ALGOMA TOWNSHIP * ALLENDALE TOWNSHIP ¢ ALPINE TOWNSHIP ¢ BELDING * BYRON TOWNSHIP ¢ CALEDONIA TOWNSHIP ¢ CANNON TOWNSHIP * CASCADE TOWNSHIP ¢ CEDAR SPRINGS

COOPERSVILLE ¢ COURTLAND TOWNSHIP ¢ EAST GRAND RAPIDS ¢ GAINES TOWNSHIP * GEORGETOWN TOWNSHIP ¢ GRAND RAPIDS * GRAND RAPIDS TOWNSHIP * GRANDVILLE ¢ GREENVILLE
HASTINGS » HUDSONVILLE * IONIA * JAMESTOWN TOWNSHIP ¢ KENT COUNTY * KENTWOOD * LOWELL * MIDDLEVILLE * OTTAWA COUNTY * PLAINFIELD TOWNSHIP * ROCKFORD
SAND LAKE ¢ TALLMADGE TOWNSHIP * WALKER ¢ WAYLAND ¢ WYOMING

Resolution In Support of Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s

Application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-force
development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state government, and
private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area
which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task
Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in
our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission have requested
that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on
behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Ionia County Road Commission hereby
endorses Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative application for the Regional Prosperity
Initiative on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

Approved on [9/10/ 13, 2013 by Jonsa (Qﬂﬂfff flad lopand S16n

Please Return to:

john W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

678 FRONT AVENUE NW * SUITE 200 * GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49504 ¢ PH. 616 77-METRO (776-3876) ¢ FAX 774-9292 ¢ WWW.GVMC.ORG



Resolution To Endorse Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s
Application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-force
development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state government, and
private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area
which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task
Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in
our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission have requested
that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on
behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Georgetown Charter Township Board
hereby endorses Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative application for the Regional
Prosperity Initiative on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

Approved on [o~/ , 2013 by,




CITY OF BELDING
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-10-68

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELDING, MICHIGAN
ENDORSING GRAND VALLEY METROPOLITAN COUNCIL’S APPLICATION ON
BEHALF OF THE WEST MICHIGAN PROSPERITY ALLIANCE

A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Belding, County of Ionia, Michigan,
was held in said City on the 15th day of October, 2013.

PRESENT: Council Members Feuerstein, Scheid, Belding, Jones and Gunderson.
ABSENT: None.

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Council Member Jones
and seconded by Council Member Scheid.

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative; and

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication and
collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education,
work-force development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and
state government, and private companies; and

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area
which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6
Work Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning
Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic Development
and non-profit organizations; and

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in our
13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity
Initiative; and

WHEREAS, the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development
Commission have requested that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole
applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on behalf of the West Michigan
Prosperity Alliance.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Belding, Michigan
hereby endorses Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative application
for the Regional Prosperity Initiative on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity




Alliance.
Upon vote for the adoption of said resolution, the vote was:
YEAS: Council Members Feuerstein, Scheid, Belding, Jones and Gunderson.
NAYS: None.
THIS RESOLUTION WAS THEREUPON DECLARED ADOPTED THIS 15TH DAY OF

OCTOBER, 2013.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by
the City Council of the City of Belding, County of Ionia, State of Michigan, at a meeting held on
October 15, 2013, the original of which is on file in my office and available to the public. Public
notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act
No. 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, including in the case of a special or rescheduled
meeting, notice by posting at least eighteen (18) hours prior to the time set for said meeting.

Dated: October 15, 2013 %WQ%A/

Kareen\fl.\Thomaé/
City Clerk




NEWAYGO COUNTY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

October 14, 2013

Mr., John W, Weiss

Executive Director

Grand Valley Metro Council
678 Front Avenue NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, M1 49504

Dear Mr, Weiss:

On behalf of the Newaygo County Economic Development Office (NCEDQ), I am pleased to
support Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s Collaboration Application for the Regional
Prosperity Initiative,

Nearly three years ago, at the urging of Governor Snyder and the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation, NCEDO began collaborating with other economic development
organization from 13 counties that eventually formed Region 4, NCEDO has always strongly
supported regional collaboration demonstrated by our innovative, strategic partnership that we
entered into with the Right Place over six years ago for the efficient delivery of economic
development services in our region.

Recently, Governor Snyder, recognizing the rapidly changing economic forces impacting our
State, called for even closer collaboration among additional stakeholders, including economic
development, workforce development, education, regional planning and transportation agencies,
as well as local government and private sector interests. In response, an application for State
funding to prepare the five-year “Prosperity Plan” is being coordinated for Region 4 by the
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council. NCEDO is fully supportive and engaged in the application
effort and strongly endorses this collaborative effort.

Feel free to contact me if you have questions ot need additional information.

Sincerely,

4684 Evergreen Dr, Newaygo, MI 49337~ 231-652-9298 — www.ncedo.org




BYRON TOWNSHIP 8085 BYRON CENTER AVENUE, BYRON CENTER, MI 49315

Phone: (616) 878-9066 ° Fax: (616) 878-3980 « Website: www.byrontownship.org

Resolution To Endorse Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s
Application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-force
development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state government, and
private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area
which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task
Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in
our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning
Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission have requested
that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on
behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the g}/ﬂ* Towtd Son. “hereby endorses
Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative
on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

//H %\»
Approved on _(ch. 1Y 2013 b%/
" L// /

Please Return to:

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Supetvnsor Audley Nevins-Weiss ¢ 878 1222 Clerk Joel Hondmp 878 9104 Treasurer Ca101 Houseman o 878- 3196
Trustees Louise Evans, Randall Jonker, Tim Slot, John VanSingel
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A Historic Rural Community

October 18, 2013

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids M| 49504

Dear John:
On behalf of Cannon Township, please be advised that we endorse and support GVMC's

collaborative application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative on behalf of the West Prosperity
Alliance.

6878 Belding Road NE, Rockford, MI 49341
Phomne: 616-874-6966 o Fax: 616-874-8940 « Website: www.cannontwp.org




GAINES CHARTER TOWNSHIP

RESOLUTION No. ng 3 — 275

Resolution to Endorse Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s

Application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance

At a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Gaines Charter Township, held in the Township Hall in said Township, 8555
Kalamazoo Avenue, SE, Caledonia, MI 49316, on October 14, 2013 there were:

PRESENT: 14[( Y (%'[?)ﬁmlc Le,unke \/Mw/w l/:ou Cén %Jec & 3)5%
ABSENT: ﬁull‘%/a

o/

The following resolution was offered by /‘[’ﬂﬂﬂjl/m and seconded by E’:LL e

N

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication and collaboration among organizations
involved in economic development, education, work-force development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and
state government, and private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regianal Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area which includes over 340 local governments, 5
higher education institutions, 6 Work Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural
Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in our 13 county region are qualified to
receive funding under the Regional Prosperity initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning Commission and The West Michigan
Shoreline Regional Development Commission have requested that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and
fiduciary agency for the grant on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, Gaines Charter Township hereby endorses Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s
coliaborative application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

The following aye votes were recorded: Hilto Osteront Levn ke \lanlopm Wﬂs wue louia

The following nay votes were recorded:

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)SS
COUNTY OF KENT )

I, Crystal Osterink, clerk of Gaines Charter Township, Michigan, do hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of the

resolution adopted by Gaines Charter Township at a meeting held on October &2013. - [m
Yl S e

Crystal Osterifk

Gaines Charter Townsh%p, Clerk
20 —15 DOS

Date




Resolution In Support of Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s Application on
behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development, education, work-
force development, regional planning and transportation agencies, local and state government,
and private companies, and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area
which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work Force
Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning Agencies, 3 Rural
Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies in
our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional Prosperity Initiative,
and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional
Planning Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission have
requested that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole applicant and fiduciary agency for
the grant on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Mason County Growth Alliance hereby
endorses Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative application for the Regional
Prosperity Initiative on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

Approved on October 15, 2013 by the Mason County Growth Alliance Board of Directors.

CC T

DR. CHARLES DILLON, BOARD PR\F\IDENT
MASON COUNTY GROWTH ALLIANCE




City of Cedar Springs

CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
CITY COUNCIL
Kent County, Michigan

Councilmember Pam Conley, supported by Counciimember Charlie Watson, moved
the adoption of the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2013 - 30

A Resolution In Support of Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s
Application on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance

WHEREAS, Governor Snyder and the Michigan Legislature have created the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and,

WHEREAS, the Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater
communication and collaboration among organizations involved in economic
development, education, work-force development, regional planning and
transportation agencies, local and state government, and private companies,
and,

WHEREAS, the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area
which includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6
Work Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning
Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic
Development and non-profit organizations, and,

WHEREAS, only the four existing metropolitan planning and regional planning agencies
in our 13 county region are qualified to receive funding under the Regional
Prosperity Initiative, and

WHEREAS, The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, the West Michigan Regional
Planning Commission and The West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development
Commission have requested that Grand Valley Metropolitan Council be the sole
applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on behalf of the West Michigan
Prosperity Alliance.




NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
1. that the Cedar Springs City Council hereby endorses Grand Valley Metropolitan

Council’s collaborative application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative on behalf
of the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance.

YEAS: Councilmembers: Charlie Watson, Mark Fankhauser, Ken Benham,

Patricia Troost, Pam Conley, Robert Truesdale, Ashley Bremmer

NAYS: Councilmembers: None

ABSENT: Councilmembers: None

ABSTAIN: Councilmembers: None

RESOLUTION NO. 2013 — 30 DECLARED ADOPTED.

: " 3 (,> i - P
Dated: October 10, 2013 Zi v i Tl L b\»/} \\ . *A & iND7w
,, N ' ~

Linda Branyman Christensen, City Clerk

Certification

| certify that this is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City Council
of the City of Cedar Springs at a Regular Meeting held October 10, 2013 and that public
notice of that meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with Act 267 of the
Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended.

Dated: October 10, 2013 Béu}a O v / Chee aiﬁ;‘f? NS
(/ T A \__

Linda Branyan Christensen, City Clerk.
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BOARD CHAIR
Dan Koorndyk

ARD VICE CHAIR
<. Saalfeld

BOARD MINORITY VICE CHAIR

Carof Hennessy
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Finance:
Harold Voorhees
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Jim Saalfeld

MEMBERS

Tom Antor

David Bulkowski
Candace Chivis
Joel Freeman
Harold Mast
Roger Morgan
Stan Ponstein
Gary Rolls

Shana Shroll
Sandi F. Steensma
Jim Talen

Dick Vander Molen
Ted Vonk

Nate Vriesman
Mike Wawee, Jr.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

300 Monroe Avenue N.W,

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
Administrative Office (616) 632-7580
Fax (616) 632-7585
www.accesskent.com

October 17, 2013

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss:

We are writing in support of the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s collaborative
application for the Regional Prosperity Initiative. It is our belief that the Initiative will
foster greater communication and collaboration among organizations and will be a
valuable asset for West Michigan.

Our support is based upon the understanding that the process will involve identifying
several projects that the region can rally around to enhance economic and workforce
development. It is also based upon the understanding that Kent County will be involved
in the creation of any new regional authorities that may result, and the governance
structures that they would employ. Kent County appreciates the efforts that have
already been put forth and endorse the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council as the
applicant and fiduciary agency for the grant on behalf of the West Michigan Prosperity
Initiative.

Sincerely,
/// )
A - j)
Ol
Dan Koorndyk el Jim Saalfeld
Board Chair Board Vice-Chair
/ , / ////2/(3 EFED e
Daryf}. Pelabbio Carol Hennessy ‘

Administrator/Controller Commissioner, District 14




 IVERSIFIED

BB -
enime Ire.

i - N
Ry G s o lo' & R

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

I'm writing on behalf of Diversified Machine Inc. in support of Grand Valley
Metropolitan Council's grant application for the West Michigan Prosperity
Alliance.

The Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development,
education, work-force development, regional planning and transportation
agencies, local and state government, and private companies. The West
Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area which
includes over 340 local governments, five higher education institutions, six
Work Force Boards, three Metropolitan Planning Organizations, two Regional
Planning Agencies, three Rural Transportation Task Forces, and many
Economic Development and non-profit organizations.

We believe this funding will allow our region to pursué economic development
strategies and leverage our resources to benefit our communities.

Sincerely,

Lisa Stafford ’

Human Resources Manager
Diversified Machine, Inc.

= Specialist in Precision Machining ===

5353 Wilcox  Montague, Michigan 49437 (231) 894-9051  Fax (231) 894-4706




HINES

CORPORATION

October 16, 2013

John W. Weiss, Executive Director
Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. NE, Suite 200
Grand Rapids, Ml 49504

Dear Mr. Weiss,

I'm writing on behalf of the Hines Corporation in support of Grand Valley
Metropolitan Council's grant application for the West Michigan Prosperity
Alliance.

The Regional Prosperity Initiative is intended to foster greater communication
and collaboration among organizations involved in economic development,
education, work-force devetopment, regional planning and transportation
agencies, local and state government, and private companies. The West
Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative will serve a 13 county area which
includes over 340 local governments, 5 higher education institutions, 6 Work
Force Boards, 3 Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 2 Regional Planning
Agencies, 3 Rural Transportation Task Forces, and many Economic
Development and non-profit organizations.

We believe this funding will allow our region to pursue economic development
strategies and leverage our resources to benefit our communities.

Sincerely,

HINES CORPORATION

It eyt A H
‘&’Sherryg ite
Human Resources

1218 E. Pontaluna Rd. Spring Lake, MI 49456 Tel. 231-799-6240 Fax 231-799-6298
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