West Michigan Regional Prosperity Alliance

Save the Date!

What: West Michigan Prosperity Alliance General Session
When: October 10, 2014 10:00 am to Noon
Where: GVSU Kirkhoff Center (Allendale Campus)

Topic: Review and Priority Selection of the Nominated
Projects of Regional Economic Significance

RSVP: Respond to this email or mccrathg@gvmc.org

Over the past 8 months a group
of leaders in the fields of Trans-
portation and Regional Planning,
Adult Education, Workforce Devel-
opment, Higher Education, Eco-
nomic Development and private
business, have been working to-
gether as part of the West Michi-
gan Prosperity Alliance.

This journey began with a meeting
of 125 people at Fifth Third Ball-
park last fall. Soon thereafter, an
application for a grant under Mich-
igan’s new Regional Prosperity
Initiative was submitted and typi-
cal of West Michigan, we began
to move forward in anticipation of
success. A 26 person Steering
Committee was selected and be-
gan developing a plan of action.

In March, at the Governor’s Eco-
nomic Summit, 182 representa-
tives from throughout our 13 coun-
ty West Michigan Region, gath-
ered to establish a set of criteria
for judging and selection of pro-
jects that our region could agree
would be “projects of regional eco-
nomic significance”.

These criteria established by
representatives of the entire
region would be critical as we
received nominations for poten-
tial projects.

While the Regional Prosperity
Alliance operates on a very
conservative budget, the goals
to develop increased regional
cooperation and communica-
tion, promote increased region-
al prosperity and facilitate
greater collaboration among the
targeted sectors and state gov-
ernment have been very suc-
cessful.

Throughout the summer, the
Alliance received nominations
for projects. Over 3,000 invita-
tions to submit were circulated
which resulted in 31 nominated
projects. Those projects have
been reviewed and evaluated.
Because this is a very new initi-
ative and specific outcomes are
yet to be determined, the pro-
cess has provided the oppor-
tunity for many ideas and pro-

jects to come forward.

On October 10, we will hold the
third General Session. At the
meeting the representatives of the
top scoring projects will present
their proposals and attendees will
be asked to vote to prioritize the
top projects.

After our October 10 meeting, our
Steering Committee will have a
prioritized list of projects that our
West Michigan Region seeks to
support in the future. That sup-
port could involve not only finan-
cial assistance, but more im-
portantly advocacy on the local,
state and national level as a pro-
ject that has been determined
through a regional selection pro-
cess.

In addition, the West Michigan
Prosperity Alliance will lend its
knowledge base, contacts and
momentum to assist in the devel-
opment, collaboration and cooper-
ation necessary to further en-
hance prosperity in our region.

Please join us on October 10th for
this important opportunity to help
select our projects of regional eco-
nomic significance. Your opinion
is a valuable part of this journey.

March 2014 Regional Prosperity Meeting



