Minutes
West Michigan Prosperity Alliance Steering Committee
June 6, 2014
11:00 a.m.

Grand Valley State University, L. William Siedman Center
Grand Rapids 
I. CALL TO ORDER:

John Weiss called the June 6th meeting to order at 11:00 am. 
Approximately 45 Steering Committee Members and guests were in attendance for the May 2014 meeting in Ludington

Members Present:
John Weiss, Executive Director, GVMC


Steve Bulthuis, Executive Director, Macatawa Area Coordinating Council



Roger Safford, Region Engineer, State of Michigan, DOT 



Jim Sandy, President, Mecosta County Development Cooperation



Deborah Groeneveld, Executive Director, MI Works! Muskegon-Oceana



Bill Raymond, Executive Director, Ottawa County Michigan Works!



Doug Wood, Director, Orchard View Schools Adult Education


Fiona Hert, Dean, Grand Rapids Community College



Jacob Maas, Executive Director, Kent-Allegan Michigan Works!



Linda Brand, Executive Director, Model Community Initiative 



Dave Bee, Director, WMRPC



Erin Kuhn, Program Manager, WMSRDC

Simone Jonaitis, Executive Director, GVSU-Center for Adult/Continuing Students

Julie VanDyke, Director of Development, West Shore Community College


Dan Rinsema-Sybenga, Dean, Muskegon Community College



Rick Chapla, Vice President, The Right Place, Inc.



Kevin Stotts, Talent 2025


Valerie Byrnes, Barry County Economic Development


Bruce Adair, Lakeshore Advantage
Jim Fisher, Padnos Recycling/Talent 2025
Ed Garner, Muskegon Area First

Mike O’Connor, Director of Adult Education, Zeeland 

Paul Griffith, Executive Director Michigan Works! W Central



Kathy MacLean, Ludington/Scottville CofC/MCGA
Members Excused:

Kathleen Sullivan, Facilitator, Adult Learning Partners of West Michigan

Andy Johnston, VP of Government Affairs West MI Chamber Coalition
Dave Bee reported on the following five (5) criteria for regional projects that was agreed upon by the Steering Committee: 
1. Long-term impact and sustainability of project

2. Proportion of the Region potentially impacted by the project

3. Provide employment opportunities to people with a variety of skill levels in a variety of employment sectors

4. Recognize the Region’s strengths and challenges
5. Project promotes and supports public and private partnerships
Twenty-eight (28) Projects were submitted covering the areas of Work Development, Education, Community Engagement, Emerge Project, Food Projects, Waterfront Stadium, Climate Resilience, Transit Linkage, Strategic Redesign, Muskegon Regional Logistics Hub, Re-development Project, River Project,  Ready Communities, etc.
John Weiss reported that the work compiled by the West Michigan Strategic Alliance will be able to be used by this committee.  The Brooks family and Huntington Bank will be donating the information to the Grand Valley Metro Council for us to use. This information can Be used to help analyze our 28 submitted projects.

Tom Haas, President of  GVSU

Discussion about the Siedman School of Business as a public/private partnership.  Eighty-three (83) percent of GVSU graduates working in Michigan.  GVSU creates $3-4 Billion of economic impact in this Region.  GVSU is viewed as having good alignment from the Governor’s office. GVSU is focusing on access and affordability for students. Introduction of Governor Rick Snyder.
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder
He stated that we must tell people what we are achieving in our region.  He has an honorary degree from GVSU.  His experience has been that when he left the West Michigan area, his community was not working with other communities and when he returned to the area in 1997,  things had not changed.  Even the East and West sides of the State are not working together.  We should be looking ahead and not behind.

There are 20 Departments  in the State Government, 10 Prosperity regions in the state, 17 State Departments are now aligned in the regions, 3 have been difficult, but the Governor says he will win.  We should push the Federal Government to get their act together and redraw their lines.  Get people on the same page and send a message we are working with one another. We should want to be part of this movement.

West Michigan is a leader for the 10 regions.  This is a get it done area and should be a role model for the rest of Michigan. 

He pays attention to what is going on in this region.  Kent and Ottawa Counties  have the lowest unemployment rates and there will soon be a shortage of jobseekers with skills for skilled trade jobs.  Skilled trades are not what they used to be, it could mean a shortage of farm workers.
This is a cultural problem because parents want their children to go for a university degree and this does not emphasis the skilled trades where the current employment demand is.  50-80,000 jobs in the auto industry are difficult to fill.

Regions should not compete with one another, but advocate and learn from one another.  If they view themselves as partners it will pay off.  Let’s take a broken Michigan to a bright Michigan for the future.  Reinvent Michigan to keep people here.
II. NEXT MEETING DATE/LOCATION
TBD
III. ADJOURMENT

Motion to adjourn at 12:00 pm by Kevin Stotts, seconded by Jim Fisher 






Respectfully submitted,







Deborah Groeneveld
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