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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

December 3, 2009 
 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Kent County Commission Chambers 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Vice Chairman Don Hilton.   
 
Members Present: 
Alex Arends  Alpine Township 
Dale Bergman  Sparta Township 
Chris Burns   City of Cedar Springs 
Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 
Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 
Sharon DeLange  Village of Sparta 
Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 
Cindy Fox   Cascade Township 
George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 
Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 
Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 
Jim Holtrop   Ottawa County 
Jim LaPeer   Cannon Township 
Elias Lumpkins, Jr.  City of Grand Rapids 
Robert May   City of Hastings 
George Meek  Plainfield Township 
Cy Moore   Treasurer 
David Pasquale  City of Lowell 
Rick Root   City of Kentwood 
Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 
Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 

 

Members Absent: 
Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 
Jim Buck   City of Grandville  
Dick Bulkowski  Kent County 
Randy DeBruine  City of Belding 
Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 
Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 
Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member  
Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  
Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 
John Helmholdt  City of Grand Rapids 
Pauline Luben  City of Hudsonville 
Mick McGraw  At-large Member 
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Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 
Roger Morgan  Kent County 
Audrey Nevins  Byron Township 
Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 
Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 
Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 
Ken Snow   City of Greenville 
Chris Yonker  City of Wayland 
Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 
Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township  
Michael Young  City of Rockford 
 
 

Others Present: 
Andy Bowman  Grand Valley Metro Council 
TaiWo Jaiyeoba  ITP 
Dennis Kent  MDOT 
Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Don Stypula  Grand Valley Metro Council 

 Don Tubbs   City of Hastings 
 Phil Van Noord  Village of Middleville 
 
2. Moment of Silence 

 
The Council observed a moment of silence in recognition of the fallen police officers in 
Tacoma, Washington. 

 

 

3. Public Comment 
 
None 

 

 

4. Tribute to Sue Higgins 

 
The Council recognized Sue Higgins, Executive Director of the Macatawa Area 
Coordinating Council for her many years of service. 

 

 

5. Presentation by Fire Chiefs on Michigan Mutual Aid Box Alarm System 

 
Fire Chiefs James Car, Kentwood; William Schmidt, Walker; Laura Knapp, Grand 
Rapids; and David Peterson, Plainfield Twp. Gave a presentation on the Mutual Aid Box 
Alarm System and asked the Council to endorse the system. 
 
Don Stypula will bring a resolution to the January GVMC Board meeting endorsing the 
Mutual Aid Box Alarm System and encouraging member communities to consider it. 
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6. Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Minutes of the November, 2009, GVMC Board 

Meeting.  MOVE –  Root.    SUPPORT –  VerHuelen.   MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

7. Transportation Amendments 

 

Darrell Robinson described the requested amendments which include the following: 
following: 

 

• The Ottawa County Road Commission (OCRC) requested to fund a project on 20th 
Avenue at Baldwin Street, addition of dedicated left and right turn lanes on 20th 
Avenue at a cost of $238,000 Federal utilizing a portion of the surrendered FY2010 
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) funds. This project was located in 
FY2009 and was not obligated before Obligational Authority ran out at the Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT). 

 

• The City of Grand Rapids requested to fund a project: ITS Traffic signal 
Communications, Traffic operations center upgrades at a cost of $150,000 Federal 
utilizing a portion of the surrendered FY2010 CMAQ funds. This project was located 
in FY2009 and was not obligated before Obligational Authority ran out at MDOT.  

 

• The Kent County Road Commission (KCRC) requested a project at the intersection of 
Cascade, Spaulding and Hall Street using CMAQ funds in the amount of $126,458 
Federal using a portion of the surrendered FY2010 CMAQ funds. The KCRC also 
requested to fund a project on Northland Drive from M-57 to Indian Lakes Road, 
reconstruct and widen to 3 lanes at a cost of $2,072,000 Federal utilizing the 
surrendered FY2010 EDFC funds. Lastly the KCRC has received Conditional 
Commitment on a STP-Enhancement Project. The project is located in Byron Center 
on 84th Street. The KCRC is requesting to have this project placed in the FY2008-
2011 TIP specifically in FY2010. 

 

• MDOT is requesting to add three trunk line bridge rehabilitation projects to the 
FY2008 – 2011 TIP specifically for FY2010. The first bridge is on US-131 under 
32nd Street, the second is on I-96 over M-11 (28th Street) and the third bridge is on I-
96 west bound over C & M railroad. The total estimated for all three bridges is 
$2,102,000. MDOT is also requesting an amendment to the MPO TIP to include an 
AMTRAK Station Relocation project, planned for the GVMC MPO area in FY 2010. 
This project will include the use of federal funding. Lastly, MDOT is requesting to 
add General Program Accounts (GPA’s) to the FY2008-2011 TIP, specifically 
FY2010 for local highway safety; state trunk line program development/scoping - 
$320,000; and local bridge. 

 

• The City of Lowell is requesting to amend the FY2008-2011 TIP specifically FY2010 
to combine the Bowes Road projects and a change in scope of the micro seal portion.  
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• The City of Walker was awarded an STP-Enhancement project for the construction of 
4 miles HMA trail, timber boardwalks and other trail amenities in the amount of 
$850,000 Federal and $850,000 local.  

. 
 
MOTION – To Approve the Requested Amendments.  MOVE – Hilton.  SUPPORT 

– Meek .  MOTION CARRIED. 

  
  

8. Extension of Contract with Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber, Inc. to 

Administer GVMC’s Regional Storm Water Phase II Compliance Program. 

 
Don Stypula explained the request to extend the contract with FTCH.  Jim Smalligan of 
FTCH answered questions regarding the contract. 
 
MOTION – To Approve the Extension of the Contract with Fishbeck, Thompson, 

Carr, & Huber, Inc. to Administer GVMC’s Regional Storm Water Phase II 

Compliance Program.  MOVE – Root.  SUPPORT – Hoemke.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 
 
 

9. Legislative Advocacy 

 

Rick Root explained the Municipal Partnership Act and reported the GVMC Legislative 
Committee had recommended approval. 
 
MOTION – To Support the Draft of the Municipal Partnership Act.  MOVE – 

Heartwell.  SUPPORT – VerHeulen.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 
10. Adjourn – 9:40 a.m. 
 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – LaPeer. SUPPORT – Holtrop.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 


