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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

February 7, 2011 

 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Kent County Commission Chambers 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.   

 

Members Present: 
Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 

Alex Arends  Alpine Township 

Dale Bergman  Sparta Township 

Jim Buck   City of Grandville  

Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 

Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 

Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 

Cindy Fox   Cascade Township 

John Helmholdt  At-Large 

Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 

Jim Holtrop   Ottawa County 

Jim LaPeer   Cannon Township 

Mick McGraw  At-large Member 

George Meek  Plainfield Township 

David Pasquale  City of Lowell 

Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 

Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 

Rick Root   City of Kentwood 

Ken Snow   City of Greenville 

Phil Van Noord  Village of Middleville 

 

Members Absent: 
Chris Burns   City of Cedar Springs 

Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 

Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 

Sharon DeLange  Village of Sparta 

Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 

Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member  

Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  

Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 

George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 

Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 

Pauline Luben  City of Hudsonville 

Elias Lumpkins, Jr.  City of Grand Rapids 
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Robert May   City of Hastings 

Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 

Cy Moore   Treasurer 

Audrey Nevins  Byron Township 

Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 

Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 

Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 

Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 

Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 

Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 

Roger Wills   City of Belding 

Chris Yonker  City of Wayland 

Michael Young  City of Rockford 

 

 

Others Present: 
Andy Bowman  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Don Stypula  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Don Tubbs   City of Hastings 

 

2. Public Comment 

 

None 

 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Minutes of the January 2011 GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE 

– Meek.    SUPPORT – Holtrop.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

4. Finance Report 

 

Don Stypula reported on the FY 2011 first quarter financials.  We are stable and on target in all 

areas of the current-year budget. Don noted on Page 4 of the report, under Administration, that 

there are variances in the following lines: #702.000 Salaries, #712.100 Social Security, 

#712.200 Medicare Tax and #712.800 Pension Plan. Under GVMC’s cost allocation agreement 

with the REGIS Agency, 30 percent of the Finance Director’s costs in these lines should be 

attributable to REGIS. The REGIS budget set that reimbursement rate at 19 percent. We will 

reconcile those lines at the end of this fiscal year based on actual hours of work charged to 

REGIS. The Finance Report has been reviewed and accepted by the GVMC Finance Committee 

 

5. MDOT – Commission Audit 

 

Don Stypula reported last Friday he received the formal notification on the 2
nd

 phase of the 

MDOT audit.  GVMC is still in discussions on the 1
st
 phase and has engaged another attorney to 

determine if there is a statute of limitations on how far they can go back. 
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6. Strategic Initiatives  

 

Don Stypula reported today GVMC will turn on the switch to a new communications portal 

which will take a major step forward.  There will be a list-serve on the web site and also a 

training exchange.   

 

 

7. Legislative  

 

Rick Root reported he felt the meeting with legislators was helpful.  Many of the freshmen are 

still learning their way around.  It was a great forum.  We should consider duplicating it in six 

months or so.  He would encourage all members to keep in touch with their legislators. 

 

Don Stypula reported the Dept.  of Treasury is scheduling training for financial manager for 

communities which are on the bubble.  It is the desire of the state Treasury to amend the current 

act of emergency financial managers.  On February 17, the Governor will present his budget for 

2012 and projections for 13, 14, & 15.  He would like to look into doing budgets for multiple 

years. 

 

 

8. Transportation  

 

The Michigan Department of Transportation is requesting an amendment to the GVMC FY 

2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to fund preliminary engineering for a 

project to replace the bridge decking on I-196 over the Grand River and extend a ramp to 

southbound U.S. 131. The amendment has been reviewed and approved by the GVMC 

Technical and Policy Committees, as well as the Executive Committee.    

 

MOTION – To APPROVE THE PROPOSED TIP AMENDMENT.  MOVE – HILTON.  

SUPPORT – MEEK.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

9. Other 

 

 

10. Adjourn – 9:50 a.m. 

 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Fox.  SUPPORT – Rohwer.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


