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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

March 3, 2011 
 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Kent County Commission Chambers 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.   
 
Members Present: 
Alex Arends  Alpine Township 
Dale Bergman  Sparta Township 
Jim Buck   City of Grandville  
Chris Burns   City of Cedar Springs 
Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 
Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 
Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 
Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 
Rebecca Fleury   Village of Middleville 
Cindy Fox   Cascade Township 
John Helmholdt  At-Large 
Carol Hennessey  Kent County 
Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 
Jim Holtrop   Ottawa County 
Jim LaPeer   Cannon Township 
Elias Lumpkins, Jr.  City of Grand Rapids 
George Meek  Plainfield Township 
Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 
David Pasquale  City of Lowell 
Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 
Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 
Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 
Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 
Rick Root   City of Kentwood 
Jim Saalfeld  Kent County 
Ken Snow   City of Greenville 
Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 
Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 
Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 
 
 

 

Members Absent: 
Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 
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Sharon DeLange  Village of Sparta 
Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 
Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 
Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member  
Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  
Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 
George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 
Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 
Pauline Luben  City of Hudsonville 
Robert May   City of Hastings 
Mick McGraw  At-large Member 
Cy Moore   Treasurer 
Audrey Nevins  Byron Township 
Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 
Roger Wills   City of Belding 
Chris Yonker  City of Wayland 
Michael Young  City of Rockford 
 
 

Others Present: 
Andy Bowman  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Andrea Dewey  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Don Stypula  Grand Valley Metro Council 

 Peter Varga  ITP / The Rapid  
 

 

2. Public Comment 

 
None 

 

 

3. Oath of Office for New Members 

 

Mary Hollinrake administered the GVMC Oath of Office to Rebecca Fleury, Village of 
Middleville; Carol Hennessey, Kent County; and Jim Saalfeld, Kent County. 

 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Minutes of the February 2011 GVMC Board Meeting.  

MOVE – Meek.    SUPPORT – Hilton.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

5. Transportation 

a. Amendments to the GVMC FY 2011-2014 TIP 

Due to several changes being requested by ITP / The Rapid, the Village of Kent City, the 
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City of Lowell, Hope Network, MDOT and Senior Neighbors to the FY2011-2014 TIP, staff is 
requesting approval of the following changes: 

• ITP / The Rapid has several changes to the FY2011 – 2014 TIP specifically to FY2012. An 
updated list of projects and the requested changes is attached. 

• The Village of Kent City is requesting to add an awarded STP Enhancement project for 
Streetscape of South Main Street from Spring Street to M-46 to FY2011 of the TIP. The cost 
breakdown is as follows: $315,494 Federal, $128,314 local for a total project cost of 
$443,808.  

• The City of Lowell has received two STP-Small Urban Programs grants and requests that they 
be added to the TIP. The first project is Bowes Road reconstruction with sidewalks west of 
Valley Vista Drive, Federal cost: $334,000, local cost: $83,501 for a total cost of $417,501, 
add to FY2012. The second project is Bowes Road milling and resurfacing with sidewalks 
from west of Valley Vista to West Main Street, Federal cost: $178,648, local cost: $44,663 for 
a total cost of $223,311, add to FY2014. 

• Hope Network is requesting to have the attached list of projects added to FY2012 of the TIP 
utilizing 5310 funds. 

• MDOT is requesting an amendment to add a Preliminary Engineering (PE) project to FY2011, 
I-96 at Cascade Road, bridge deck replacement, widening and operational improvements at a 
total cost of $700,000. The addition of this project is necessary because the estimate for 
construction of the project is estimated at over $5 Million.  

• Senior Neighbors is requesting to have the attached list of projects added to FY2012 of the 
TIP utilizing 5310 funds. 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Requested Amendments to the GVMC FY 2011-2014 TIP.  

MOVE – Hilton.  SUPPORT – LaPeer.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

b. GVMC 2035 Long-Range Transportation Plan 

 

Abed Itani gave a presentation on the GVMC 2035 Long-Range Transportation Plan.  
 
The Grand Valley Metropolitan Council, as the federally designated Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) for Kent and Eastern Ottawa Counties, is responsible for the 
development of a multi-modal Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). This purpose of the 
LRTP is to ensure that transportation investments in our area enhance the movement of 
people and freight efficiently, effectively, and safely. The LRTP addresses all modes of 
transportation and uses data such as population projections, traffic count and travel time 
studies, pavement management data, and results from the travel demand model to provide 
analysis tools for deficiency identification. 
 
The LRTP must be approved by the Michigan Department of Transportation, Federal 
Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency in order for federal transportation dollars to be expended in our area. The 
LRTP must also be fiscally constrained, project specific, take into consideration public 
opinion and environmental justice, and meet established air quality standards. The document 
is updated every four years and this LRTP has a 25 year horizon, balancing transportation 
investments through the year 2035. 
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The primary finding of the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan is that the needs of the 
transportation system in our region surpass the resources available to address them. 
Examples include a 131% increase in ridership on The Rapid since 2000, over a quarter of 
the pavement on the Federal-Aid system requires an overlay or complete reconstruction, and 
millions of dollars of identified unfunded non-motorized transportation needs. The funding 
available for these improvements is projected to increase between 4.04% and 4.89% a year, 
but with project costs projected to increase at a similar rate, there is simply not enough 
funding to address all of the transportation objectives.  The document and project list is 
complete and available on www.gvmc.org website for review. 
 
MOTION – To Approve the GVMC 2035 Long-Range Transportation Plan.  MOVE – 

LaPeer.  SUPPORT – Meek.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

6. Strategic Initiatives 

 

Don Stypula reported items 1, 2, & 3 on the strategic initiatives list are fitting together nicely.  
He will sign an agreement soon with GVSU for a graduate assistantship to provide help. 

 

 

7. Legislative Advocacy 

 

Legislative Chair, Rick Root, reported collaboration and consolidation are the latest buzz words 
in Lansing.  We need to look at the proposals they come up with in-depth.  Many of the ideas 
are not well thought out. 

 

 

8. Other 

 

The next Board meeting will be April 11 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

9. Adjournment – 9:45 a.m. 

 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Meek.  SUPPORT – Helmholdt.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


