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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 

 

Board Meeting 
 

July 9, 2012 

 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Prince Center 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.   

 

Members Present: 

Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 

Alex Arends  Alpine Township 

Jim Buck   City of Grandville  

Chris Burns  City of Cedar Springs 

Richard Clanton  City of Kentwood 

Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 

Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 

Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 

George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 

John Helmholdt  At-Large Member 

Carol Hennessey  Kent County 

Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 

Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 

Jim Holtrop  Ottawa County 

John Hoppough  City of Greenville 

Mark Howe  City of Lowell 

Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member 

Rebecca Fleury   Village of Middleville 

Cindy Janes  Cascade Township 

Elias Lumpkins, Jr. City of Grand Rapids 

George Meek  Plainfield Township 

Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 

Audrey Nevins-Weiss Byron Township 

Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 

Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 

Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 

Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 

Michael Young  City of Rockford 

Patrick Waterman  City of Hudsonville 
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Members Absent: 

Dale Bergman  Sparta Township 

Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 

Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 

Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 

Steve Grimm  Cannon Township 

Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  

Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 

Robert May  City of Hastings 

Mick McGraw  At-large Member 

Cy Moore   Treasurer 

Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 

Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 

Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 

Jim Saalfeld  Kent County 

Martin Super  Village of Sparta 

Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 

Roger Wills  City of Belding 

 

Others Present: 

Chris Brown  Grand Valley Metro Council 

David Czurak  Grand Rapids Business Journal 

Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Dennis Kent  MDOT 

Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Keith VanBeek  Ottawa County 

Don VanDoeselaar City of Hudsonville 

John Weiss  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Austin Young  City of Grand Rapids 

 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Minutes of the June GVMC Board Meeting. MOVE – 

Heartwell.  SUPPORT – Meek.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

  

3. Public Comment 

 

Dennis Kent discussed and distributed the public meeting schedule for the 2035 Michigan 

Transportation Plan.  
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4. Transportation – Unified Work Program 

 

Abed Itani explained the 2012/2013 Unified Planning Work Program.  The program has to go to 

the feds for approval early.  If everything is not in place by October 1, there will be no 

compensation from the feds for dollars spent.  Not much has changed from last year.  There will 

be a new TIP and we will start to develop the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan. The dues 

for the next fiscal year were also discussed. 

 

MOTION – To Approve the 2012/2013 Unified Work Program.  MOVE – Meek.  

SUPPORT – Donovan.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

5. LGROW Presentation & Contracts 

 

Brian Donovan distributed and reviewed handouts which reviewed LGROW’s objectives, 

structure, and success.   

 

Kevin Lignell presented a request for approval of three grants totaling $78,000 from the Wege, 

Grand Rapids Community, and Frey Foundations.  The Wege grant would entail benchmarking 

watershed best practices, creating stakeholder focus groups, preparing a communications 

strategy, and enhanced media content.  The Grand Rapids Community Foundation grant would 

focus on education and develop communications capacity.  The Frey Foundation grant would be 

used to develop a business plan.  Organizations contracted under the grants include Johnson 

Center, Center for Environmental Studies, Grand Rapids Community Media Center, and 

Fishbeck, Thompson, Car & Huber. 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Four LGROW Contracts.  MOVE – DeVries.  SUPPORT – 

Janes.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

6. Nominating Committee 

 

Michael Young reported on the Nominating Committee’s deliberations on the open position on 

the GVMC Executive Committee.  They unanimously nominate Mike DeVries, Supervisor of 

Grand Rapids Township, to the Executive Committee. 

 

MOTION – To Appoint Mike DeVries to the GVMC Executive Committee.  MOVE – 

Young.  SUPPORT- Janes.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

7. Lt. Governor Brian Calley  

 

Lt. Governor Brian Calley joined the group for an informal question and answer session. 

 

 

8. Adjournment – 11:45 a.m. 

 


