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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 

 

Board Meeting 
 

August 2, 2012 

 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Kent County Commission Chambers 

300 Monroe 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.   

 

Members Present: 

Alex Arends  Alpine Township 

Jim Buck   City of Grandville  

Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 

Richard Clanton  City of Kentwood 

Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 

Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 

Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 

Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 

George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 

Carol Hennessey  Kent County 

Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 

Jim Holtrop  Ottawa County 

John Hoppough  City of Greenville 

Rebecca Fleury   Village of Middleville 

Cindy Janes  Cascade Township 

George Meek  Plainfield Township 

Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 

Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 

Michael Selden  City of Wayland 

Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 

Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 

Patrick Waterman  City of Hudsonville 

 

 

 

Members Absent: 

Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 

Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 

Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 
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Steve Grimm  Cannon Township 

Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  

John Helmholdt  At-Large Member 

Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 

Mark Howe  City of Lowell 

Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member 

Elias Lumpkins, Jr. City of Grand Rapids  

Robert May  City of Hastings 

Mick McGraw  At-large Member 

Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 

Cy Moore   Treasurer 

Audrey Nevins-Weiss Byron Township 

Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 

Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 

Jim Saalfeld  Kent County 

Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 

Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 

Roger Wills  City of Belding 

Michael Young  City of Rockford 

 

 

Others Present: 

Kelly Bartlett  MDOT 

Chris Brown  Grand Valley Metro Council 

David Czurak  Grand Rapids Business Journal 

Art Green   MDOT 

Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Dharmesh Jain  REGIS / GVMC 

Dennis Kent  MDOT 

Eric Kind   MDOT 

Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Brenda McNabb-Stang City of Hastings 

Roger Safford  MDOT 

Peter Varga  ITP / The Rapid 

John Weiss  Grand Valley Metro Council 

 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

 

To Approve the Minutes of the July GVMC Board Meeting to be Moved to the August Agenda.  

 

 

3. Public Comments 

 

None 
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4. Oath of Office 

 

Kent County Clerk Mary Hollinrake administered the Oath of Office to Michael Selden, City 

Manager of Wayland. 

 

Michael thanked the Council for welcoming him and said he looked forward to working with 

everyone. 

 

5. Budget 

 

John Weiss reviewed the budget.  The transportation portion of the budget has previously been 

approved by the Policy committee and the GVMC Board.  The full budget has been approved 

by the Finance and Executive committees.   Over 50 people have reviewed the document at this 

stage.  This is the first presentation of the budget.  Formal Board approval will be in September 

along with the public hearing. 

 

The format of the budget has changed.  It has been simplified and allows for more transparency. 

 

Everything water related now is recorded in the LGROW budget.  NPDES is now shown under 

LGROW.   

 

The budget is less than the previous year as the brownfield and 131 grants are finished.  There 

may be a part II of the 131 grant, but we are not budgeting speculatively.  If it develops, the 

budget will be amended at that time. 

 

The budget includes a 2.7% COLA increase (which is covered 80% by federal match). There 

has been no COLA increase since 2008. 

 

Two positions are currently open.  The budget contains replacement at 1.5 FTE which could be 

an employee or a contractor.  The position of Director of Finance has also been outsourced to 

save money. 

 

GVMC has been fortunate to have Kevin Lignell, GVSU grade student, working as an intern.  A 

new GVSU intern, working at no cost to GVMC, should be coming on board shortly. 

 

Dues have been flat for transportation, GVMC & REGIS. 

 

 

6. MDOT Presentation 

 

Roger Safford, Kelly Bartlett and Dennis Kent gave the MDOT Update (see attached 

presentation). 

 

MDOT’s mission is to “provide the highest quality integrated transportation services for 

economic benefit and improved quality of life”. 
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The group reviewed the reinvention of MDOT, the Governor’s infrastructure message, the new 

international trade crossing, federal funding update, and legislative update. 

  

 

7. Other 

 

John Weiss reported he has been appointed to the Governor’s Grand Rapids Urban Advisory 

Board along with Eric DeLong, Rich Houtteman and Daryl Delabbio.  The transportation 

funding package is a high priority and three more meetings are scheduled. 

 

John Weiss reported the October 8 Quarterly Luncheon would feature Michigan Attorney 

General Bill Schuette and is generously sponsored by Consumers Power. 

 

8. Adjournment – 9:45 a.m. 

 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Meek.  SUPPORT – Hilton.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 


