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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 

 

Board Meeting 
 

September 6, 2012 

 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Kent County Commission Chambers 

300 Monroe 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.   

 

Members Present: 

Alex Arends  Alpine Township 

Jim Buck   City of Grandville  

Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 

Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 

Richard Clanton  City of Kentwood 

Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 

Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 

Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 

Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 

Steve Grimm  Cannon Township 

George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 

Carol Hennessey  Kent County 

Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 

Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 

Jim Holtrop  Ottawa County 

John Hoppough  City of Greenville 

Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member 

Rebecca Fleury   Village of Middleville 

Cindy Janes  Cascade Township 

Elias Lumpkins, Jr. City of Grand Rapids 

George Meek  Plainfield Township 

Cy Moore   Treasurer 

Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 

Jim Saalfeld  Kent County 

Michael Selden  City of Wayland 

Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 

Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 

Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 
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Members Absent: 

Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 

Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  

Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 

John Helmholdt  At-Large Member 

Mark Howe  City of Lowell 

Robert May  City of Hastings 

Mick McGraw  At-large Member 

Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 

Audrey Nevins-Weiss Byron Township 

Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 

Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 

Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 

Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 

Patrick Waterman  City of Hudsonville 

Roger Wills  City of Belding 

Michael Young  City of Rockford 

 

 

Others Present: 

Chris Brown  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Neil Carlson  Calvin College 

David Czurak  Grand Rapids Business Journal 

Rich Houtteman  Kentwood  

Dharmesh Jain  REGIS / GVMC 

Dennis Kent  MDOT 

Karen McCarthy  Consumers Energy 

Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Brenda McNabb-Stang City of Hastings 

Peter Varga  ITP / The Rapid 

John Weiss  Grand Valley Metro Council 

 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION: To Approve the Minutes of the July GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE -  

Heartwell.  SUPPORT -  Meek.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION:  To Approve the Minutes of the August GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE – 

Meek.   SUPPORT - Holtrop.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 

 

3. Public Comments 

 

Chairman Jim Buck announced the retirement of Tom Fehsenfeld as an At-Large GVMC Board 

member.  Jim thanked Tom for his many years of service and dedication to the Council. 
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Tom Fehsenfeld said it has been an honor to serve the Council.  It has been a great experience 

and has given him a much larger perspective.  GVMC is a great example of the public sector 

working together.  

 

 

4. GVMC 2012/2013 Budget 

 

Jim Buck opened the Public Hearing at 8:40 a.m. 

 

John Weiss reported the proposed budget has undergone multiple reviews including those by 

the Finance Committee, Executive Committee, REGIS Board and GVMC Board.  It reflects a 

balanced budget. 

 

Peter Varga of ITP / The Rapid reported they have a very good understanding with GVMC and 

REGIS.  Transit funding flows through the GVMC budget and ITP/The Rapid fully supports the 

proposed budget. 

 

Jim Buck closed the Public Hearing at 8:50 a.m. 

 

MOTION – To Approve the GVMC 2012/2013 Budget.  MOVE – Hilton.  SUPPORT – 

Janes.  MOTION CARRIED.   

 

 

5. Presentations 

a. Karen McCarthy – Consumers Energy 

Karen McCarthy reported to the Council Consumers Energy is undertaking a modernization 

/ automation of its electricity use meters 

.  Everything will be automated and consumers will be able to access their accounts on-line.  

Workers will be out in peoples’ yards replacing the meters soon. Hopefully publicity of the 

project will reduce calls to public safety officials by concerned individuals. 

 

Karen also reported on the 25 by 25 ballot proposal which would write into the constitution 

mandates that 25% of energy is provided through renewable resources by 2025.  In 2008 

Michigan passed an energy law which mandates 10% by 2015 which Consumers Energy is 

on track to meet.  When the Ludington wind farm is at full production it will bring 

renewable production up to 8% of total.  They also have hydro, solar, landfill gas and other 

options they are pursuing.  However, Consumers Energy does not believe now is the time to 

push for 25% by 2025.  New technology in the future could make that more attainable and 

the mandate would best be left to be reviewed at that time. 

 

b. Neil Carlson – Public/Private Survey 

 

Neil Carlson of Calvin College reported on the Public/Private survey which was done in 

cooperation with the Johnson Center, UMMM, GVC and Frey Foundation.  There were two 

surveys, one for residents and one for elected officials.  (See attached summary) 
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6. Other 

 

MOTION – To Move the October GVMC Board Meeting to Monday, October 8 at 10:30 

a.m. at the Prince Center Preceding the Quarterly Luncheon.  MOVE – Hilton.  

SUPPORT – Delabbio.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION – To Accept the Resignation of Tom Fehsenfeld.  MOVE – Delabbio.  

SUPPORT – Meek.  MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

7. Adjournment – 9:45 a.m. 

 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Eppler.  SUPPORT – Carlton.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 


