
GVMC Board Meeting Minutes 1 

 

GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 

 

Board Meeting 
 

August 1, 2013 

 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Kent County Commission Chambers  

Grand Rapids 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chair Jim Buck.   

 

Members Present: 

Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 

Alex Arends  Alpine Township 

Ken Bergwerff  Jamestown Township 

Jim Buck   City of Grandville  

Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 

Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 

Richard Clanton  City of Kentwood 

Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 

Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 

Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 

Rebecca Fleury   Village of Middleville 

George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 

Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 

Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 

Jim Holtrop  Ottawa County 

Mark Howe  City of Lowell 

Cindy Janes  Cascade Township 

Elias Lumpkins, Jr. City of Grand Rapids 

Mick McGraw  At-large Member 

Brenda McNabb-Stange City of Hastings 

Cy Moore   Treasurer 

Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 

Michael Selden  City of Wayland 

Jay Spencer  Plainfield Township 

Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 

Patrick Waterman  City of Hudsonville 
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Members Absent: 

Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 

Steve Grimm  Cannon Township 

Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  

Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 

Carol Hennessey  Kent County 

Barb Holt   City of Walker 

John Hoppough  City of Greenville 

Mark Lemoine  At-Large Member 

Audrey Nevins-Weiss Byron Township 

Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 

Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 

Jim Saalfeld  Kent County 

Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 

Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 

Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 

Michael Young  City of Rockford 

 

Others Present: 

Kelly Bartlett  MDOT 

Chris Brown  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Jeff Cranson  MDOT 

David Czurak  Grand Rapids Business Journal 

Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Dharmesh Jain  GVMC / REGIS 

Dennis Kent  MDOT 

Dal McBurrows  MDOT 

Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Roger Safford  MDOT 

Peter Varga  The Rapid 

Steve Warren  Kent County Road Commission 

John Weiss  Grand Valley Metro Council 

 

 

2. Minutes 

 

MOTION: To Approve the Minutes of the July 2013 GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE - 

Heartwell.  SUPPORT - Janes.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

3. Public Comment 

 

None 
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4. MDOT Presentation – Roger Safford 

 

Roger Safford updated the group on MDOT activities, innovations and projects.  He discussed 

MDOT’s new performance driven approach.  It is customer focused with emphasis on outcomes 

and performance measures.  The goal is to reduce non-recurring delays by 10%.  GVMC is a 

major partner in its endeavors. 

 

Kelly Bartlett of MDOT gave a transportation legislative update.  The legislature approved 

enough money to match all federal funds, but not as much in overall funding as MDOT would 

have liked.  They need to be more focused on their consumer outreach message.  The legislature 

needs to know MDOT is more efficient, business like and customer focused.   

 

The final mix of transportation funding approved by the legislature will probably include many 

things such as sales tax, registration, fuel tax conversion, etc. 

 

John Weiss asked if the legislature was aware of the huge amounts of local general fund money 

used by locals on roads.  Is that being taken into consideration? 

 

Kelly said no, legislators do not realize this.  There are two messages local governments need to 

get across to the legislature, we are ready to spend responsibly and we do have plans, 

improvement benchmarks, and innovations to work more efficiently. 

  

 

 

5. GVMC 2013/2014 Budget Preview 

 

John Weiss reviewed the proposed GVMC 2013/2014 budget.  Over 90 people have been 

involved in the process up to this point including the committees which approved the REGIS 

and Transportation budgets, as well as the GVMC Board when it approved the Transportation 

budget in June.  John reviewed the process and the highlights of the budget.  About 4 fulltime 

employees have been eliminated over the last 18 months.  Dues for GVMC have never been 

raised.  Fluctuation in funding has to do with grants and reimbursement for Transportation work 

done.  We are now bringing in more money from the Quarterly Lunches and using that to fund 

educational programs.  The pavement management van is paid off and is being used by various 

members and nonmembers, bringing in additional revenue. 

 

Treasurer Cy Moore said he was very pleased with the process.  It has all been very smooth and 

it speaks to John’s expertise with budgets. 

 

 

 

6. Resolution Add Ada & Withdraw Sparta and Sparta Township 

 

The resolution to add Ada Township and withdraw Sparta and Sparta Township as members 

was reviewed.  Many significant attempts have been made to talk with Sparta to no avail.  Brian 

Donovan asked about the financial implications to Sparta from its withdrawal.  John answered 
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that Sparta’s dues are about $1,800 per year and have recently lost $265,000 in the 

transportation 3-year plan due to their exit. 

 

The process of amending the Articles of Incorporation was discussed which includes forwarding 

resolutions to all GVMC Board member communities to be approved by their governing bodies. 

 

 

 

 

7. Other 

 

In November GVMC will hold a Quarterly Breakfast at the L. William Seidman Center of 

GVSU at which we will honor Jim Buck as outgoing GVMC Chair.  Senator Carl Levin will be 

the guest speaker. 

 

 

 

8. Adjournment – 9:45 a.m. 

 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Alkema.  SUPPORT – Donovan.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 


