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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 

 

Board Meeting 
 

September 5, 2013 

 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Kent County Commission Chambers  

Grand Rapids 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chair Jim Buck.   

 

Members Present: 

Alex Arends  Alpine Township 

Rick Baker  At-Large Member 

Jim Buck   City of Grandville  

Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 

Richard Clanton  City of Kentwood 

Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 

Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 

Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 

Rebecca Fleury   Village of Middleville 

Steve Grimm  Cannon Township 

George Haga  Ada Township  

Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 

George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 

Carol Hennessey  Kent County 

Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 

Jim Holtrop  Ottawa County 

John Hoppough  City of Greenville 

Mark Howe  City of Lowell 

Cindy Janes  Cascade Township 

Elias Lumpkins, Jr. City of Grand Rapids 

Brenda McNabb-Stange City of Hastings 

Cy Moore   Treasurer 

Megan Mullendore  City of Belding  

Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 

Michael Selden  City of Wayland 

Jay Spencer  Plainfield Township 

Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 

Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 
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Members Absent: 

Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 

Ken Bergwerff  Jamestown Township 

Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 

Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 

Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  

Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 

Barb Holt   City of Walker 

Mark Lemoine  At-Large Member 

Mick McGraw  At-large Member 

Audrey Nevins-Weiss Byron Township 

Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 

Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 

Jim Saalfeld  Kent County 

Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 

Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 

Patrick Waterman  City of Hudsonville 

Michael Young  City of Rockford 

 

Others Present: 

Winnie Brinks  Michigan House of Representatives 

Brandon Dillon  Michigan House of Representatives 

David Hilldenbrand Michigan Senate 

Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Dennis Kent  MDOT 

Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Peter Varga  The Rapid 

Roger Towsley  Village of Sand Lake 

John Weiss  Grand Valley Metro Council 

 

 

2. Minutes 

 

MOTION: To Approve the Minutes of the August GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE - 

Heartwell.  SUPPORT - Janes.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

3. Public Comment 

 

None 
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4. Oath of Office 

 

Kent County Clerk Mary Hollinrake administered the Oath of Office to Meg Mullendore, City 

Manager, Belding, Michigan. 

 

Meg stated she was excited to represent the City of Belding at the Metro Council and looked 

forward to seeing what the Council could do for Belding. 

 

 

5. Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation to add Village of Sand Lake as GVMC 

Member 

 

MOTION – To Amend the GVMC Articles of Incorporation to Add the Village of Sand 

Lake to the Metropolitan Council.  MOVE – DeVries.  SUPPORT – Donovan.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 

6. Public Hearing – GVMC 2013/14 Budget 

 

Chairman Jim Buck opened the public hearing on the GVMC 2013/14 budget at 8:40 a.m. 

 

There were no questions or comments during the public hearing. 

 

Chairman Jim Buck closed the public hearing at 8:41 a.m. 

 

John Weiss explained that over 90 people have reviewed the budget and been involved in the 

process to-date.  The only substantive change to the budget document preview is a transfer of 

funds from contracted services to salaries to account for the addition of Wendy Ogilvie as 

Director of Environmental Programs.  Wendy will continue the NPDES work she previously did 

under Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, as well as a number of other environmental 

endeavors.  The transition should be seamless for NPDES contracted communities. 

 

John introduced Wendy Ogilvie to the Board. 

 

Wendy stated she is excited to be with the Metro Council.  The transition from Fishbeck should 

be seamless for GVMC members and she looked forward to growing the environmental 

programs. 

 

MOTION – To Approve the GVMC 2013/2014 Budget.  MOVE – McNabb-Stange.  

SUPPORT – Holtrop.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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7. Designation of ITP as Recipient of 5310 Funds 

 

Abed Itani reported on the request to designate ITP as the recipient of 5310 funds. 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Request to Designate ITP as the Recipient of 5310 Funds.  

MOVE – Janes.  SUPPORT – Hoppough.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 

 

8. Legislative Presentations 

a. Senator David Hildenbrand 

 Healthcare debate is behind us 

 Transportation funding is still a big issue.  There is no easy solution but it is still on 

the Governor’s priority list. There is not a lot of support on increased gas tax and 

registration fees.  Relief more likely to come from restructuring of current tax. 

 He is working on a bill for a 100% disabled vet property tax exemption.  The current 

law is cumbersome and difficult. 

 The Senator is also working on proposals regarding the overpayment of property 

taxes and a change to the tax regarding trade-in value of vehicles 

  

b. Representative Winnie Brinks 

 Roads & bridges need to be addressed as they have an immediate impact on 

communities and we are mindful of that. 

 Medicaid expansion passed.  A healthy workforce benefits business.  It was 

disappointing that it did not take effect immediately. 

 Public school funding is of concern, as the school aid budget did not replace the $2 

billion previously taken out. 

 She is working on a bill that would promote testing for earlier breast cancer 

detection. 

 

c. Representative Brandon Dillon 

 Infrastructure is important, but it has to be done right. 

 The sustainability of the Medicare expansion is in question 

 Road funding will probably not be addressed until next year. 

 He is working on a bill to allow local communities to recoup the cost of emergency 

rescue in the case of gross negligence in time of emergency. 

 

 

9. Adjournment – 9:45 a.m. 

 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Lumpkins.  SUPPORT – Butler.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 


