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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

May 7, 2009 
 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Kent County Building  
Commissioners Chambers 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.   
 
Members Present: 
Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 
Dale Bergman  Sparta Township 
Jim Buck   City of Grandville  
Dick Bulkowski  Kent County 
Randy DeBruine  City of Belding 
Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 
Eric DeLong  City of Grand Rapids 
Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 
Cindy Fox   Cascade Township 
John Helmholdt  City of Grand Rapids 
Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 
Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 
Jim LaPeer   Cannon Township 
Elias Lumpkins, Jr.  City of Grand Rapids 
Mick McGraw  At-large Member 
George Meek  Plainfield Township 
Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 
Lon Myers   Village of Middleville 
David Pasquale  City of Lowell 
Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 
Rick Root   City of Kentwood 
Ken Snow   City of Greenville 
Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 
Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 
 

 

Members Absent: 
Alex Arends  Alpine Township 
Pat Capek   City of Cedar Springs 
Sharon DeLange  Village of Sparta 
Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids  
Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 
Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member  
Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  
Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 
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Jim Holtrop   Ottawa County 
Pauline Luben  City of Hudsonville 
Robert May   City of Hastings 
Cy Moore   Treasurer 
Roger Morgan  Kent County 
Audrey Nevins  Byron Township 
Deborah Nier  City of Wayland 
Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 
Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 
Carol Sheets  City of Wyoming 
Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 
Michael Young  City of Rockford 
 
 

Others Present: 
Andy Bowman  Grand Valley Metro Council 
David Czurak  Grand Rapids Business Journal 
Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Bob Hoeman  Plainfield Township 
Dennis Kent  MDOT 
Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Don Stypula  Grand Valley Metro Council 

 Don Tubbs   City of Hastings 
 

 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Minutes of the April 2009, GVMC Board Meeting.  

MOVE – Meek.    SUPPORT – Fox.   MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. Public Comment 

 

None 
 

4. Transportation 

 

a. Amendments to the FY 2008-2011 Transportation Improvement Program for 

the Michigan Department of Transportation, the Kent County Road 

Commission, the City of Hudsonville, ITP-The Rapid and the Village of Kent 

City 

 

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), the Kent County Road 
Commission (KCRC) and the City of Hudsonville, ITP The RAPID and the Village 
of Kent City are requesting to amend the FY2008 – 2011 TIP. Specifically, MDOT, 
KCRC the City of Hudsonville are requesting TIP Amendments for FY2009 & 2010. 

 
●  MDOT is requesting amendments to General Program Accounts (GPAs) for 

EPE/PE/ROW and Highway Safety Trunk line for cost changes.  
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●  The KCRC requests to amend the FY2009 TIP to delete a 2009 CMAQ 
project, Belmont Avenue at 10 Mile Road and replace it with another project, 
Knapp Street and Pettis Avenue intersection.  

 
●  The City of Hudsonville is requesting to amend the TIP to remove their 

advance construct project 32nd Avenue at I-196 from FY2009 and construct 
the project in FY2010 where the project was to be advance construct 
converted. Essentially constructing and funding the project in FY2010. No 
funding changes are requested at this time.  

 
●  ITP The RAPID is requesting an amendment to the FY 2008-2011 TIP to add 

$809,207 to a current project listed in the TIP. 
 
●  Due to a previously approved FY 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act (ARRA) rural funding project being determined to be ineligible for 
ARRA, funding in the amount of $130,000 the Village of Kent City is 
requesting an amendment to the FY 2008-2011 TIP to include $70,000 in 
ARRA Rural funding for a project on South Main Street from Ball Creek 
Road to M-46 (17 Mile Road) for resurfacing.  The Kent County Road 
Commission will be receiving the remainder ($60,000) for a project on 
Cannonsburg Road. 

 
 
 

MOTION – To Approve the Requested Amendments to the FY 2008-2011 TIP.  

MOVE – Hilton.  SUPPORT – Fox.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 

5. Legislative 

 

 

Rick Root reported on the $40 million cut to revenue sharing which has passed the 
legislature.  It will result in at least a 5-20% constitutional cut while communities also 
deal with falling property tax revenues.  The legislature doesn’t understand the services 
communities provide.  GVMC needs to continue to fight for regional issues.  GVMC 
Board members should continue to meet with legislators and their staff. 
 
Rick Root reviewed the May 5, Legislative Lunch and asked members for their feedback. 
 
Rob VerHeulen stated he thinks this type of event should be continued. 
 
Jim LaPeer reported he felt it should be held again in a year or two. 
 
Don Hilton reminded everyone to contact their legislators and let them know the effect 
the cuts in revenue sharing will have on their communities. 
 
Don Stypula suggested holding the Legislative Lunch again, but earlier in February or 
March.  Next time he will contact the City of Lansing and get parking permits and busses.  
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Don Stypula reported 13 individual pieces of legislation will be introduced this afternoon 
and next week to address transportation funding.  The issue will need to be completed by 
the July 4th break.  In Washington progress has already begun. 
 

6. Other 

 
 

7. Adjourn – 9:30 
 
 


