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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

June 4, 2009 

 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Kent County Building  

Commissioners Chambers 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.   

 

Members Present: 
Dale Bergman  Sparta Township 

Jim Buck   City of Grandville  

Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 

Randy DeBruine  City of Belding 

Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 

Eric DeLong  City of Grand Rapids 

Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 

Cindy Fox   Cascade Township 

John Helmholdt  City of Grand Rapids 

Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 

Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 

Jim Holtrop   Ottawa County 

Jim LaPeer   Cannon Township 

Elias Lumpkins, Jr.  City of Grand Rapids 

George Meek  Plainfield Township 

Cy Moore   Treasurer 

Lon Myers   Village of Middleville 

David Pasquale  City of Lowell 

Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 

Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 

Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 

Rick Root   City of Kentwood 

Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 

Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 

Chris Yonker  City of Wayland 

Michael Young  City of Rockford 

 

 

Members Absent: 
Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 

Alex Arends  Alpine Township 

Dick Bulkowski  Kent County 

Pat Capek   City of Cedar Springs 

Sharon DeLange  Village of Sparta 

Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids  
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Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 

Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member  

Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  

Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 

Pauline Luben  City of Hudsonville 

Robert May   City of Hastings 

Mick McGraw  At-large Member 

Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 

Roger Morgan  Kent County 

Audrey Nevins  Byron Township 

Carol Sheets  City of Wyoming 

Ken Snow   City of Greenville 

Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 

 

 

Others Present: 
Andy Bowman  Grand Valley Metro Council 

David Czurak  Grand Rapids Business Journal 

Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Darmesh Jain  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Bob Homan   Plainfield Township 

Dennis Kent  MDOT 

Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Don Stypula  Grand Valley Metro Council 

  

 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Minutes of the May 2009, GVMC Board Meeting.  

MOVE –  Meek.    SUPPORT –  Fox .   MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. Public Comment 

 

None 

 

4. Swearing in of New Members 

 

Mary Hollinrake administered the Oath of Office to Dan Carlton of Georgetown 

Township and Chris Yonker of the City of Wayland. 

 

5. Report from the Nominating Committee 

 

Rob VerHeulen reported on the Nominating Committee’s recommendations to appoint 

Cindy Fox of Cascade Township and Eric DeLong of the City of Grand Rapids to the 

GVMC Executive Committee. 

 

MOTION – To Appoint Cindy Fox of Cascade Township and Eric DeLong of the 

City of Grand Rapids to the GVMC Executive Committee.  MOVE – VerHeulen.  

SUPPORT – DeVries.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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6. Resolution Allowing GVMC to Accept U.S. EPA Brownfield Grants 

 

Don Stypula reported on the requested resolution allowing GVMC to accept U.S. EPA 

brownfield grants. 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Resolution Allowing GVMC to Accept U.S. EPA 

Brownfield Grants.  MOVE – Meek.   SUPPORT – Hilton.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

7. Revised GVMC / REGIS Memo Of Understanding 

 

Don Stypula reviewed the process and history of the GVMC / REGIS Memo Of 

Understanding.  Jim Brown of Mika Myers has been contacted regarding  the document 

and how it relates to the GVMC and REGIS Bylaws.  Jim suggested changes that would 

clarify that the Memo Of Understanding would not change any of the authorities given to 

GVMC under its Bylaws. REGIS budget and budget amendments need to adhere to the 

process listed in the Bylaws which would include being brought before the GVMC 

Board. 

 

Bob Homan indicated the REGIS Board approved of the changes suggested by Jim 

Brown. 

 

Mike DeVries asked if the suggested changes have been reviewed by the Executive 

Committee. 

 

Rob VerHeulen stated he was concerned the Executive Committee did not have the 

chance to review.  He is still concerned about ensuring GVMC’s  continued authority to 

approve the REGIS budget and any amendments.  Rob indicated he was having trouble 

understanding what the trouble was between GVMC & REGIS and how these changes 

will fix things.  It seems like a very unusual relationship we are being asked to approve. 

 

John Helmholdt asked if the final hiring of the REGIS director would come to the GVMC 

Board or REGIS board. 

 

Don Stypula stated the final sign off would not come to the GVMC Board. 

 

Rob VerHeulen asked who makes the decision about the compensation and how it affects 

the budget.  Does that come to the GVMC Board for approval? 

 

Bob Homan stated if REGIS is hiring someone, GVMC has the authority to overrule any 

action taken by REGIS. 

 

Rob VerHeulen questioned whether REGIS staff are GVMC employees and follow 

GVMC compensation levels as well as policies and procedures. 

 

Mike DeVries stated any REGIS action can be overridden within 30 days of the 

transmittal of the minutes containing the action to the GVMC Board, which includes 

salaries, etc.  If they stay within their budget, it does not need to come back to this board. 



June 4, 2009, GVMC Board Meeting Minutes 4 

 

Rob VerHeulen asked if anyone else felt uncomfortable with this.  He still thinks it is 

very unusual.  He would prefer the Executive Committee to have a chance to review 

these changes. 

 

George Meek asked if there was a problem tabling the issue until the next meeting.  It is a 

very important issue, and he has some of the same concerns Rob VerHeulen does. 

 

Don Stypula stated he would invite Jim Brown to the next Board meeting. 

 

MOTION – To Bring the Suggested Changes in the GVMC / REGIS Memo Of 

Understanding Back to the Executive Committee.  MOVE – Meek.  SUPPORT – 

Hilton.  MOTION CARRIED.    

 

8. New Office Space 

 

Don Stypula reported on the move to the new office.  The move is planed July 7 – 8.  

Most of the painting has been done and we are on track to be officially open for business 

on July 13. 

 

9. Legislative Advocacy 

a. Future Events with Legislators 

 

Don Stypula reported the Legislative Committee had a good discussion and debriefing  

on the Lansing event.  The next event will be held on February 2011.  In between events, 

we will have smaller groups from the Legislative Committee making visits to 3 to 4 

legislators at a time on a quarterly basis.  The Committee also felt from time to time we 

should hold a breakfast.  At the new office there will be a large room available for rent 

which we can configure however we want with round tables. 

 

John Helmholdt stated on Monday the Chamber has its meetings, which we should 

schedule around.    

 

b. Support for Legislation to Amend State “Publishing” Requirements 

 

Don Stypula reported on the upcoming movement to amend state “publishing” 

requirements. 

 

MOTION – To Approve Don Stypula Working on Behalf of GVMC on State 

“Publishing” Legislation.  MOVE – Helmholdt.  SUPPORT – Donovan.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

   

c. Transportation Funding  

 

Don Stypula reported transportation funding is not moving in Lansing. 
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10. Other 

 

Alex Arends asked if the Council could look at ways its members could collaborate to 

save money. 

 

Don Stypula stated now is the time to vet that, and everyone can count on him to do that.  

He reported he would bring the City/Township Cooperation Committee together later this 

summer to address it. 

 

Jim Buck reminded the group the next meeting would be on July 13, at 10:30 a.m. at the 

Prince Center preceeding the Quarterly Luncheon. 

 

11. Adjourn – 9:30 
 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Meek. SUPPORT – Donovan.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 


