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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

June 3, 2010 

 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Kent County Commission Chambers 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.   

 

Members Present: 
Alex Arends  Alpine Township 

Chris Burns   City of Cedar Springs 

Dale Bergman  Sparta Township 

Jim Buck   City of Grandville  

Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 

Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 

Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 

Sharon DeLange  Village of Sparta 

Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 

Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 

Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member  

Cindy Fox   Cascade Township 

George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 

Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 

Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 

Jim Holtrop   Ottawa County 

Jim LaPeer   Cannon Township 

Elias Lumpkins, Jr.  City of Grand Rapids 

Mick McGraw  At-large Member 

George Meek  Plainfield Township 

Sandi Frost Parrish  Kent County 

Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 

Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 

Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 

Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 

Phil Van Noord  Village of Middleville 

Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 

Michael Young  City of Rockford 

 

 

Members Absent: 
Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 

Randy DeBruin  City of Belding 

Dick Bulkowski  Kent County 
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Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 

John Helmholdt  At-Large 

Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  

Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 

Pauline Luben  City of Hudsonville 

Robert May   City of Hastings 

Cy Moore   Treasurer 

Audrey Nevins  Byron Township 

David Pasquale  City of Lowell 

Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 

Rick Root   City of Kentwood 

Ken Snow   City of Greenville 

Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 

Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 

Chris Yonker  City of Wayland 

 

 

Others Present: 
Andy Bowman  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Leon Branderhorst  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Dennis Kent  MDOT 

Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 

Marsha Small  MDOT 

Don Stypula  Grand Valley Metro Council 

 

2. Public Comment 

 

None 

 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Minutes of the May GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE – 

DeVries.    SUPPORT – Meek.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

4. Transportation  

 

Amendments to the FY 2008-2011 GVMC Transportation Improvement Program for 

the Kent County Road Commission and MDOT 

 

The Kent County Road Commission and the Michigan Department of Transportation are 

requesting amendments to the Metro Council’s 2008-2011 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP). The KCRC request involves the transfer of funding from the Belmont 

Avenue project to a pair of projects on Lincoln Lake Avenue and 17 Mile Road. In addition, 

the Michigan Department of Transportation is requesting an amendment to the TIP for work 

related to the M-21 bridge replacement project in Ada Township and other projects 
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throughout the area. These amendments have been reviewed and approved by the GVMC 

Technical, Policy and Executive Committees. 

 

MOTION – To Amend the FY 2008-2011 GVMC Long Range Transportation Plan as 

Requested.  MOVE – Hilton.  SUPPORT – Lumpkins.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Amendments to the GVMC 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan 

 

In order for transportation staff to develop the new GVMC FY 2011-2014 Transportation 

Improvement Program, we are seeking your approval to amend the Metro Council’s 2035 

Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) that incorporates changes to twelve improvement 

projects throughout the MPO area.  

 

As part of the development of the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) an 

Amendment to the current 2035 Long Range Transportation is required. The LRTP and TIP 

must be in compliance in order for the new 2011-2014 TIP to be approved in July, 2010. 

Therefore some adjustments must be made to the project listings in the 2035 LRTP 

regardless of the fact that the 2035 LRTP is currently undergoing its own update. The list of 

changes to the LRTP Project List is attached to the agenda packet for your review. The LRTP 

project changes that constitute this amendment require an Air Quality Conformity Analysis 

to be conducted, the results of which are posted on the gvmc.org website. Details of the 

LRTP Amendment project changes are also available on the website. The public involvement 

process for an amendment includes an ad in the Grand Rapids Press on April 24th inviting 

public comment on the amendment/air quality analysis; posting the amendment information 

on our website; inviting public comment at the pre-existing TIP public meeting on March 18 

as well as at the Policy Committee meeting on March 19; and mailing notice to the GVMC 

Public Involvement/Consultation list. The public involvement period is May 3-June 1, 2010. 

 

MOTION – To Amend the GVMC2035 Long Range Transportation Plan as Requested.  

MOVE – DeVries.  SUPPORT – Delabbio.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

 

5. May 11, GVMC Visioning Meeting Recap 

 

Jim Buck reviewed the process and participation of the May 11, Visioning meeting. 

 

Don Stypula reported he will be sending out an electronic survey today which will look at all 

the issues identified on May 11, and ask members to rank them.  A few areas received strong 

support such as implementing a communications program; continuing legislative advocacy; 

and continued transportation involvement. 

 

Daryl Delabbio suggested doing a basic survey where only three questions are asked:  why are 

you a member of the Metro Council; what services would you like GVMC to provide; and a 

third question which he couldn’t remember. 
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Cindy Fox stated the Executive Committee decided to send the survey only to GVMC Board 

members. 

 

Al Vanderberg reported the survey provides us with elements on which way to go.  The equal 

or biggest question is who are we.  Now we need to get the plan created that ties into why we 

are here, who we are, and our funding.  What is the value added?  The key is to keep this 

moving expeditiously. 

 

Michael Young stated it strikes him that the major categories which we defined four years ago 

are the elements identified for the upcoming plan.  My concern is that no one organization can 

do all these things.  We may be setting ourselves up for failure.  It seems we have just added 

to the plate of Metro Council.  Lew Bender considered himself just the facilitator of the 

visioning meeting.  He did not say he himself would develop the plan. 

 

Don Stypula said he wants to see what members want us to focus on first.  We can begin 

immediately and identify funding from outside sources. 

 

Michael Young stated the organization will shortly face a crisis as members evaluate whether 

or not they can remain members. The plan needs to be developed soon, not in several years. 

 

Sandy Frost Parrish asked if the visioning results and the survey were leading to a defined 

strategic plan. 

 

Don Stypula stated yes, it will result in a business plan with deliverables and which will be 

worked through the Executive Committee. 

 

Daryl Delabbio stated there was a lot of information here and we need to break it down to 

manageable objectives and decide what services we want GVMC to provide. 

 

Tom Fehsenfeld said in the visioning meeting one of the issues talked about was the value of 

the organization to members.  We need to put a process in place so we don’t get into this 

position again.  If we need to take on new jobs, what could we deemphasize or eliminate.  If 

we had to cut, what could we do without? 

 

Jim Buck reported it appears we should rev up on the economic development welcome mat, 

which has hit a lull, but needs to be focused on again.  The comment on just adding to the 

plate of Metro Council is significant.  We were also recently asked by Pat Lockwood and Julie 

Dennis to focus on collaboration for this area. 

 

Don Stypula introduced Jeremy Bergwerff who is going to be helping on the strategic 

planning.  

 

 

6. Legislative Advocacy 
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Don Stypula reported he is already getting some surveys back from legislative candidates with 

detailed responses.  We will have additional discussion on this at the next Legislative meeting.  

At the next Quarterly luncheon we will meet these candidates one-on-one. 

 

Mike DeVries stated perhaps we should have a subcommittee which focuses on economic 

development. 

 

 

7. Other – Next GVMC Board Meeting July 12, 2010, 10:30 a.m. Prince Center 

 

Phil Van Noord commented on the need to discuss issues such as medical marijuana.  Many 

communities are running into this issue and it would be good to share what others are doing. 

 

Don Stypula instructed Phil to meet with Andy Bowman and see what others are doing. 

 

8. Adjourn – 9:35 a.m. 
 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Eppler. SUPPORT – Delabbio.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 


