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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

August 3, 2006 
 

8:30 a.m. 
Kent County Building 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck. 
 
Members Present: 
Jim Beelen   Allendale Township 
Dale Bergman  Sparta Township 
Jim Buck   City of Grandville 
Pat Capek   City of Cedar Springs 
Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 
Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 
Don Hilton   Gaines Township 
Dennis Hoemke  Algoma Township 
Bill Holland  Georgetown Township 
Kurt Kimball  City of Grand Rapids 
Robert May   City of Hastings 
George Meek  Plainfield Township 
Cy Moore   Treasurer 
Roger Mogan  Kent County 
Lon Myer   Village of Middleville 
Audrey Nevins  Byron Township 
Elias Lumpkins, Jr.  City of Grand Rapids 
Sandy Frost Parrish  Cascade Township 
Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 
Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 
Rick Root   City of Kentwood 
Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 
Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 
Ted Vonk   Kent County 
 
Members Absent: 
Marta Brechting  Alpine Township 
Brian Chodkowski  Village of Sparta 
Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 
Bev Drake   ACSET Council 
Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 
Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member 
Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  
Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 
Pauline Luben  City of Hudsonville 
Mick McGraw  At-large Member 
Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 
Deborah Nier  City of Wayland 
Carol Sheets  City of Wyoming 
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Bonnie Shupe  Cannon Township 
Bob Rinck   Ottawa County 
Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 
Bill Wiersma  Tallmadge Township 
Michael Young  City of Rockford 
 
Others Present: 
Andy Bowman  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Leon Branderhorst  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Dharmesh Jain  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Dennis Kent  MDOT 
Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Roger Safford  MDOT 
Don Stypula  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Peter Varga   The Rapid 

  
2. Public Comment 

 
Dennis Kent of MDOT distributed an Open House schedule and information on the 
comment period for the Michigan Long Range Plan 

 
3. Approval of July, 2006 Minutes. 
 

MOTION – To Approve July 2006 GVMC Board Meeting Minutes.  MOVE – 
Meek.  Support – VerHulst.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
4. Financial Report 
 

a. Monthly Financial Summary 
 
Don Stypula gave the financial review.  He reported the REGIS financial report was also 
included in the packet, and would be reported on once per quarter. 
 
Nothing on the GVMC financials is out of the ordinary.  Everything is looking pretty 
good and on target to meet the amended budget. 
 
The REGIS fund balance is robust.  The REGIS Board purposely held off expending 
funds on previously planned expenses in order to allow the new Director to be an integral 
part of the decision.  Dr. Dharmesh Jain, the new REGIS Director, is doing an excellent 
job.  Two of REGIS’ largest members, the City of Grand Rapids and Kent County, and 
now “affiliated” members, and therefore have cut their contributions to REGIS 
considerably.   
 
The finance report was received for information.  

 
b. FY 2006-2007 Budget Preview 
 
Don Stypula reviewed the proposed FY 2006-2007 budget and staffing model, which 
includes a $45,000 surplus.  Funding for Land Use Planning will consist of the remainder 
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of the People And Land (PAL) grant; funding for Land Use related Transportation 
activities; and general GVMC dues. 
 
Additionally, outside work contracted on the Lower Grand Watershed project is being 
covered by the Urban Cooperation Grant. Some time this fall, Mr. Stypula will request 
the Lower Grand Watershed become an official agency of the Metro Council. 
 
The pavement management van is recorded as its own cost center under GVMC with 
costs billed back to MPO members for its service.  The van currently has covered 
approximately 1,400 already this summer. 
 
Mr. Stypula indicated he expected additional grants from the DEQ on REPA within the 
next three months. 
 
Additional money has been added under meetings to allow for meetings with legislators 
in Lansing. 
 
Mr. Stypula indicated next month he would begin a quarterly reporting on progress 
towards his goals as outlined by the Executive Committee. 
 

5. Transportation Department  
a. Amendment to the FY 2006-2008 TIP 

 
Don Stypula explained the amendment request to GVMC’s FY 2006-2008 TIP for two 
projects which were previously in FY 2004-2006 totaling approximately $730,000. 

 
MOTION – To Approve the Amendment to the FY 2006-2008 TIP.  MOVE – 
VerHeulen.  SUPPORT – Meek.  MOTION CARRIED 

 
b. Change to the FY 2006 TIP for Congestion Mitigation Air Quality Program. 

 
The requested change would switch funding from the Michigan St. project to ITP to 
purchase busses. 
 
MOTION – To Approve the Amendment to the FY 2006 TIP to switch funds from 
the Michigan Street Project to ITP for purchase of busses.  MOTION – Kimball.  
SUPPORT – VerHulst.  

 
 

6. Legislative Update 
 

Rick Root reviewed the resolution in opposition of K-16 proposal. 
 
MOTION – To Approve the Resolution in Opposition of the K-16 proposal.  MOVE 
– Root.  SUPPORT – Nevins.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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MOTION – To Approve the Resolution in Opposition to the Save Our State Ballot 
Proposal.  MOVE – Root.  SUPPORT – VerHulst.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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Don Stypula updated the Council on the Telecom and SBT issues.  The SBT will be repealed 
soon, however there are no provisions made for replacement yet.   
 
Telecom – In Lansing, no news is bad news.  It is suspected legislation has already been drafted 
which will be moved in the lame duck session. 
 
On the federal level, summer recess begins today.  Senator’s Levin and Stabenow are 
uncommitted on the issue. 
 
7. Oath of Office – Elias Lumpkins, Jr. 

 
Mary Hollinrake administered the Oath of Office to Elias Lumpkins, Jr. 
 
Mr. Lumpkins stated he was happy to be a part of the Metro Council and looked forward 
to serving on its Board. 
 

8. Adjournment – 9:45 a.m. 
 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Hilton.  SUPPORT – DeVries.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

 


