GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.

Members Present:
Jim Beelen
Dale Bergman
Jim Buck

Pat Capek
Daryl Delabbio
Mike DeVries
Tom Fehsenfeld
Doyle Hayes
Dennis Hoemke
Bill Holland
Kurt Kimball
Pauline Luben
Robert May
George Meek
Cy Moore
Roger Mogan
Lon Myers
Sandy Frost Parrish
Bob Rinck
Rick Root

Carol Sheets

Al Vanderberg
Rob VerHeulen
Bill VerHulst
Ted Vonk
Michael Young

Members Absent:
Marta Brechting
Brian Chodkowski
Brian Donovan
Bev Drake

Jason Eppler

Brian Harrison
Don Hilton
Audrey Nevins
Elias Lumpkins, Jr.
Mick McGraw
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Jim Miedema Jamestown Township

Deborah Nier City of Wayland
Steven Patrick City of Coopersville
Chuck Porter Courtland Township
Bonnie Shupe Cannon Township
Bill Wiersma Tallmadge Township

Others Present:

Andy Bowman Grand Valley Metro Council
Leon Branderhorst Grand Valley Metro Council
Abed Itani Grand Valley Metro Council
Dharmesh Jain Grand Valley Metro Council
Dennis Kent MDOT
Gayle McCrath Grand Valley Metro Council
Marsha Small MDOT
Don Stypula Grand Valley Metro Council
Peter Varga The Rapid

2. Public Comment
None

3. Approval of August, 2006 Minutes.

MOTION - To Approve August 2006 GVMC Board Meeting Minutes. MOVE —
Delabbio. Support — Moore. MOTION CARRIED.

4. Financial Report
a. Monthly Financial Summary
Don Stypula reported the year is ending in fine shape.

There were no questions, and the monthly financial summary was received for
information.

b. FY 2006-2007 Budget
Open Public Hearing 8:35 a.m.

Tom Fehsenfeld questioned whether the budget carried enough funding in professional
development and training for staff.

Don Stypula stated it does, and he can discuss it further with Mr. Fehsenfeld if he would
like.

Peter VVarga questioned the reduced FTA funds in Transportation. Is that because GVMC
is being conservative in its figures?

Abed Itani responded that at this time, we do not know exactly what the FTA number
will be, and we are being conservative.
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Closed Public Hearing 8:41 a.m.

MOTION - To Approve the 2006-2007 GVMC Budget. MOVE - Meek. SUPPORT
—Vanderberg. MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION - To Approve the 2006-2007 REGIS Budget. MOVE - Delabbio.
SUPPORT - LUBEN. MOTION CARRIED.

o. Transportation Department
a. Contract to Improve Amtrak Station

Carol Sheets questioned what improvements were being made. Recent experience with
Amtrak indicated better signage and communications were needed.

Don Stypula stated painting was being undertaken and the remaining items were listed in
the memo. He indicated he would forward the need for better communications to the
Westrain collaborative.

MOTION - To Approve the Contract with MDOT to Renovate the Grand Rapids
Amtrak Station. MOVE - Sheets. SUPPORT — ROOT. MOTION CARRIED.

6. Legislative Update

Rick Root stated the SOS rally scheduled for Tuesday, September 12, is still on at this
point, and he encouraged everyone’s participation.

Don Stypula stated it is highly likely the Court of Appeals will support the Board of
Canvassers in that there were not enough signatures to put the SOS issue on the ballot.

Rick Root reported the next Legislative Committee Meeting was set for September 13" at
8:30 a.m. at the GVMC offices.

The format of the Candidates Forum is still being worked out. It will be held
Wednesday, October 4™ at 8:30 a.m. in the Kent County Commission Chambers. A
continental breakfast will be provided.

K-16 Update

Don Stypula reported the K-16 ballot proposal was moving forward with a significant
campaign. The MTA, MML & MAC will now likely concentrate on this issue full time.
Polls have indicated support for the proposal is running at 65-67%. If it is approved, it
would mean a $565 million hit to the state budget.

Rick Root asked Don Stypula to get statistics on funding and spending vs. No Child Left
Behind statistics to use as talking points and distribute them to all members.

Don Stypula stated he would do that.
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Carol Sheets stated that along with the removal of the SBT, the loss of revenue to the
state will be traumatic.

Business Tax Debate
Don Stypula reported the Michigan Chamber is finalizing their proposal on the
replacement of the SBT and possibly the PPT. The Grand Rapids Chamber wants to
wipe out both the SBT and PPT, but leave local government harmless, although it is
unclear how they would accomplish this. There is no timetable set on this now.
Al Vanderberg stated the Legislative Committee needed to address the 3% surcharge
issue and encouraged everyone to talk to their Congress members to ask them to oppose.
NACO has additional information on the issue.
Rick Root stated it would be put on the agenda.

7. Other
Kurt Kimball stated the Nominating Committee needed to meet again to discuss

candidates for the 2006-2007 GVMC officers. If any one is interested in serving, please
contact one of the Nominating Committee.

8. Adjournment - 9:15 a.m.

MOTION - To Adjourn. MOVE - Hoemke. SUPPORT - May. MOTION
CARRIED.
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