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GVMC  

BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
 

10:30 a.m. October 8, 2012 
 

Prince Center 
 
 
 
 

 
1) Approval of  September 2012 Minutes 
 
 
2) Public Comments 
 
 
3) Transportation – Approval of UPWP Amendment from ITP / The Rapid  

 
 

4) Board Meeting Schedule 2012/2013 – Note Quarterly Meeting Date Change 
 
 

5) Legislative Report  
 
 

6) Conversation with Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette 
 
 
7) Adjourn 
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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

September 6, 2012 
 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Kent County Commission Chambers 
300 Monroe 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.   
 
Members Present: 
Alex Arends  Alpine Township 
Jim Buck   City of Grandville  
Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 
Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 
Richard Clanton  City of Kentwood 
Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 
Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 
Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 
Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 
Steve Grimm  Cannon Township 
George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 
Carol Hennessey  Kent County 
Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 
Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 
Jim Holtrop  Ottawa County 
John Hoppough  City of Greenville 
Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member 
Rebecca Fleury   Village of Middleville 
Cindy Janes  Cascade Township 
Elias Lumpkins, Jr. City of Grand Rapids 
George Meek  Plainfield Township 
Cy Moore   Treasurer 
Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 
Jim Saalfeld  Kent County 
Michael Selden  City of Wayland 
Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 
Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 
Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 
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Members Absent: 
Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 
Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  
Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 
John Helmholdt  At-Large Member 
Mark Howe  City of Lowell 
Robert May  City of Hastings 
Mick McGraw  At-large Member 
Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 
Audrey Nevins-Weiss Byron Township 
Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 
Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 
Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 
Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 
Patrick Waterman  City of Hudsonville 
Roger Wills  City of Belding 
Michael Young  City of Rockford 
 
 
Others Present: 
Chris Brown  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Neil Carlson  Calvin College 
David Czurak  Grand Rapids Business Journal 
Rich Houtteman  Kentwood  
Dharmesh Jain  REGIS / GVMC 
Dennis Kent  MDOT 
Karen McCarthy  Consumers Energy 
Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Brenda McNabb-Stang City of Hastings 
Peter Varga  ITP / The Rapid 
John Weiss  Grand Valley Metro Council 

 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 

 
MOTION: To Approve the Minutes of the July GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE -  
Heartwell.  SUPPORT -  Meek.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MOTION:  To Approve the Minutes of the August GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE – 
Meek.   SUPPORT - Holtrop.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
 

3. Public Comments 
 

Chairman Jim Buck announced the retirement of Tom Fehsenfeld as an At-Large GVMC Board 
member.  Jim thanked Tom for his many years of service and dedication to the Council. 
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Tom Fehsenfeld said it has been an honor to serve the Council.  It has been a great experience 
and has given him a much larger perspective.  GVMC is a great example of the public sector 
working together.  

 
 

4. GVMC 2012/2013 Budget 
 

Jim Buck opened the Public Hearing at 8:40 a.m. 
 
John Weiss reported the proposed budget has undergone multiple reviews including those by 
the Finance Committee, Executive Committee, REGIS Board and GVMC Board.  It reflects a 
balanced budget. 
 
Peter Varga of ITP / The Rapid reported they have a very good understanding with GVMC and 
REGIS.  Transit funding flows through the GVMC budget and ITP/The Rapid fully supports the 
proposed budget. 
 
Jim Buck closed the Public Hearing at 8:50 a.m. 
 
MOTION – To Approve the GVMC 2012/2013 Budget.  MOVE – Hilton.  SUPPORT – 
Janes.  MOTION CARRIED.   

 
 

5. Presentations 
a. Karen McCarthy – Consumers Energy 

Karen McCarthy reported to the Council Consumers Energy is undertaking a modernization 
/ automation of its electricity use meters 
.  Everything will be automated and consumers will be able to access their accounts on-line.  
Workers will be out in peoples’ yards replacing the meters soon. Hopefully publicity of the 
project will reduce calls to public safety officials by concerned individuals. 
 
Karen also reported on the 25 by 25 ballot proposal which would write into the constitution 
mandates that 25% of energy is provided through renewable resources by 2025.  In 2008 
Michigan passed an energy law which mandates 10% by 2015 which Consumers Energy is 
on track to meet.  When the Ludington wind farm is at full production it will bring 
renewable production up to 8% of total.  They also have hydro, solar, landfill gas and other 
options they are pursuing.  However, Consumers Energy does not believe now is the time to 
push for 25% by 2025.  New technology in the future could make that more attainable and 
the mandate would best be left to be reviewed at that time. 

 
b. Neil Carlson – Public/Private Survey 

 
Neil Carlson of Calvin College reported on the Public/Private survey which was done in 
cooperation with the Johnson Center, UMMM, GVC and Frey Foundation.  There were two 
surveys, one for residents and one for elected officials.  (See attached summary) 
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6. Other 
 

MOTION – To Move the October GVMC Board Meeting to Monday, October 8 at 10:30 
a.m. at the Prince Center Preceding the Quarterly Luncheon.  MOVE – Hilton.  
SUPPORT – Delabbio.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
MOTION – To Accept the Resignation of Tom Fehsenfeld.  MOVE – Delabbio.  
SUPPORT – Meek.  MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

7. Adjournment – 9:45 a.m. 
 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Eppler.  SUPPORT – Carlton.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 



 

GRAND VALLEY METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 

ALGOMA TOWNSHIP � ALLENDALE TOWNSHIP � ALPINE TOWNSHIP � BELDING � BYRON TOWNSHIP � CALEDONIA TOWNSHIP � CANNON TOWNSHIP �CASCADE TOWNSHIP � CEDAR SPRINGS � COOPERSVILLE  � 

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP � EAST GRAND RAPIDS � GAINES TOWNSHIP � GEORGETOWN TOWNSHIP � GRAND RAPIDS � GRAND RAPIDS TOWNSHIP � GRANDVILLE � GREENVILLE � HASTINGS � HUDSONVILLE � IONIA � 

JAMESTOWN TOWNSHIP � KENT COUNTY � KENTWOOD � LOWELL � MIDDLEVILLE � OTTAWA COUNTY � PLAINFIELD TOWNSHIP � ROCKFORD � SPARTA � SPARTA TOWNSHIP � TALLMADGE TOWNSHIP � WALKER � 

WAYLAND � WYOMING 

678 FRONT AVENUE  �  SUITE 200  �  GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49504  �  PH. 616 77-METRO (776-3876)  �  FAX 774-9292  �  WWW.GVMC.ORG 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

DATE: September 12, 2012 
 
TO:  Grand Valley Metro Council Board 
 
FROM: Darrell T. Robinson, Transportation Planner 
 
RE:  FY2013 UPWP Amendment 
 

 
At the request of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), ITP The Rapid is requesting 
to amend the FY2013 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) to add a Section 5339 
Corridor Study to the current UPWP. The corridor study is located in the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and will be implemented in FY2013. (Please see attached). 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at (616) 776-7609. 

 









GRAND VALLEY METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 
678 FRONT AVE. NW STE. 200 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49504 
 

FY 2012-2013 
Meeting Schedule 

 
GVMC Board 

1st Thursday of the Month (unless otherwise noted) 
8:30 a.m. Kent County Building 

October 8, 10:30 Prince Center 
Preceding  Quarterly Luncheon    

April 8, 10:30 Prince Center 
Preceding Quarterly Luncheon 

November 1 May 2 
December 6 June 6 
January 14, 10:30 Prince Center 
Preceding Quarterly Luncheon 

July 8, 10:30 Prince Center 
Preceding Quarterly Luncheon 

February  7 August  1 
March 7 September 5 

Executive Committee 
3rd Thursday of the Month (unless otherwise noted) 

12:00 noon GVMC Offices 
October 18 April 18 
November 15 May 16 
December 20 June 20 
January 17 July 18 
February 21 August 15 
March 21 September 19 

Legislative Committee 
Called as needed 

  
  
  
  

Finance Committee – Called as Needed 
8:30 a.m. GVMC Offices 

  
  



 
 
Quarterly Luncheon – 2nd Monday of the Quarter 
 
 
Transportation committees 
 
Tech – 1st Wednesday of month 9:30 at Road Commission 
 
Policy – 3rd Wednesday of month 9:30 at Road Commission 
 
 



GVMC Legislative Committee 

Minutes 

September 18, 2012, 2:00 p.m. 

GVMC Offices 

 

Present: 

Haris Alibasic   City of Grand Rapids 
Alex Arends   Alpine Twp. 
Sam Bolt   City of Wyoming 
Jim Buck   City of Grandville 
Richard Clanton  City of Kentwood 
Bill Cousins   Cascade Twp.  
Mike DeVries   Grand Rapids Twp. 
Carol Hennessy  Kent County 
Don Hilton   Gaines Twp. 
Bob Homan   Plainfield Twp. 
John Hoppough  City of Greenville 
Andy Johnston   Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce 
Elias Lumpkins   City of Grand Rapids 
Audrey Nevins-Weiss  Byron Twp. 
Erika Rosebrook  Office of Gov. Snyder 
Andy Schor   Michigan Municipal League 
Floyd Scoby   City of Greenville 
Michael Selden   City of Wayland 
Dan Strikwerda  City of Hudsonville 
 
 

I. Call to Order 

A. The meeting was called to order by Executive Director John Weiss at 2:00 p.m.  
The purpose of the Legislative Committee Meeting was to discuss the proposals 
on the upcoming November 6 general election and determine if the Legislative 
Committee desires to take further action or make recommendations to the Board 
of Directors regarding the proposals. 

 



B. Legislative Committee Chairman Mike DeVries joined the meeting at 2:10 pm. 

II. Proposal Discussion 

A. There was a great deal of discussion on each of the individual ballot proposals 
with brief presentations by panel members Johnston, Rosebrook and Schor.  
Following the presentation, members of the Legislative Committee expressed 
their opinions on the issues and the impacts they may have on their communities.  
There was also an extended discussion of the impacts of using the Michigan 
Constitution as a vehicle for mandating change that serves special interests, 
specific constituencies, or deals with issues that should be handled by the 
Michigan Legislature. 

B. Three of the ballot proposals were determined to deal specifically with local 
government, local government funding, or specifically to the well-being of our 
region.  The Legislative Committee recommends to GVMC Board of Directors 
the following actions on those three issues based on the wording, and impact the 
issue will specifically have on our region. 

 
 
 
 
PROPOSAL 12-1 
 

PROPOSAL 12-1 
A REFERENDUM ON PUBLIC ACT 4 OF 2011 -  

THE EMERGENCY MANAGER LAW  
  
Public Act 4 of 2011 would: 
  
�Establish criteria to assess the financial condition of local government units, including school 
districts. 
  
�Authorize Governor to appoint an emergency manager (EM) upon state finding of a financial 
emergency, and allow the EM to act in place of local government officials. 
  
�Require EM to develop financial and operating plans, which may include modification or 
termination of contracts, reorganization of government, and determination of expenditures, 
services, and use of assets until the emergency is resolved. 
  
�Alternatively, authorize state-appointed review team to enter into a local government approved 
consent decree.   
  



Should this law be approved? 
  
 

MOTION – To Recommend to the GVMC Board Support the Emergency Manager 
Referendum and Encourage a YES Vote on Proposal 1.  MOVE – Homan.  
SUPPORT – Bolt.  Yes-13  No-2 Abstain -1     Motion Passed 

 

 

 

PROPOSAL 12-5 

PROPOSAL 12-5 
A PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE STATE CONSTITUTION 

TO LIMIT THE ENACTMENT OF NEW TAXES BY STATE GOVERNMENT 
  
  
This proposal would: 
  
Require a 2/3 majority vote of the State House and the State Senate, or a statewide vote of the 
people at a November election, in order for the State of Michigan to impose new or additional 
taxes on taxpayers or expand the base of taxation or increasing the rate of taxation. 
  
This section shall in no way be construed to limit or modify tax limitations otherwise created in 
this Constitution. 
  
Should this proposal be approved? 
  

 

 

PROPOSAL 12-6 

PROPOSAL 12-6 
A PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE STATE CONSTITUTION 

REGARDING CONSTRUCTION OF  
INTERNATIONAL BRIDGES AND TUNNELS 

  
This proposal would:  
  
�Require the approval of a majority of voters at a statewide election and in each municipality 
where "new international bridges or tunnels for motor vehicles" are to be located before the 
State of Michigan may expend state funds or resources for acquiring land, designing, soliciting 
bids for, constructing, financing, or promoting new international bridges or tunnels.   
  



�Create a definition of "new international bridges or tunnels for motor vehicles" that means, 
"any bridge or tunnel which is not open to the public and serving traffic as of January 1, 2012."  
  
Should this proposal be approved? 

 

 

MOTION - To Recommend to the GVMC Board to Oppose the Constitutional 
Amendments Proposed in #5 & #6 and Encourage a NO Vote on Both Proposals 5 
and 6.  MOVE – Arends.  SUPPORT – Buck. Yes-15 No-0 Abstain-1 Motion 
Passed   

III. The Legislative Committee recommendations on Proposals 1, 5, and 6 will be placed on 
the agenda for the Board of Directors Meeting of October 8, 2012 

IV.  It was further decided that the Legislative Committee to convene again on October 1 at 
2:00 pm to further discuss Proposal 2, 3, and Due to scheduling conflicts including the 
beginning of the Michigan Municipal League Conference and other issues it was 
determined by the Chair to cancel the October 1st meeting.  

V. Adjourn 

A.  The meeting was adjourned by the Chair at 4:05 pm. 
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