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GVMC  

BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
 

10:30 a.m., July 9, 2012 

 

Prince Center 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Approval of  June 2012 Minutes 

 

 

2) Unified Work Program 

 

 

3) LGROW Presentation & Approval of Contracts – Brian Donovan 

 

 

4) Nominating Committee  

 

 

5) Lt. Governor Brian Calley 

 

 

6) Next Meeting – August 2, 2012 

 

 

7) Adjourn 
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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

June 7, 2012 
 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Kent County Commission Chambers 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.   

 

Members Present: 

Alex Arends  Alpine Township 

Jim Buck   City of Grandville  

Chris Burns   City of Cedar Springs 

Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 

Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 

Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 

George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 

Carol Hennessey  Kent County 

Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 

Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 

Jim Holtrop   Ottawa County 

John Hoppough  City of Greenville 

Mark Howe   City of Lowell 

Tom Fehsenfeld  At-Large Member 

George Meek  Plainfield Township 

Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 

Jim Saalfeld  Kent County 

Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 

Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 

Rob VerHeulen  City of Walker 

 

 

Members Absent: 

Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 

Dale Bergman  Sparta Township 

Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 

Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 

Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 

Rebecca Fleury   Village of Middleville 

Steve Grimm  Cannon Township 

Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  

Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 

John Helmholdt  At-Large Member 

Cindy Janes   Cascade Township 

Robert May   City of Hastings 
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Elias Lumpkins, Jr.  City of Grand Rapids 

Mick McGraw  At-large Member 

Jim Miedema  Jamestown Township 

Cy Moore   Treasurer 

Audrey Nevins-Weiss Byron Township 

Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 

Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 

Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 

Rick Root   City of Kentwood 

Martin Super  Village of Sparta 

Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 

Patrick Waterman  City of Hudsonville 

Roger Wills   City of Belding 

Michael Young  City of Rockford 

Chris Yonker  City of Wayland 

 

Others Present: 

Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Andy Bowman  Grand Valley Metro Council 

David Czurak  Grand Rapids Business Journal 

Dennis Kent  MDOT 

Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 

John Weiss   Grand Valley Metro Council 

Peter Varga   ITP / The Rapid  

  

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION – To Approve the Minutes of the May GVMC Board Meeting. MOVE – Heartwell.  

SUPPORT –  Meek.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

  

3. Public Comment 

 

None 

 

 

4. LGROW Contracts 

 

John Weiss reported there are three LGROW contracts to be approved by the Council for work to 

promote, create a business plan and work on sustainability.  The contracts will be funded by grants 

through the Frey, Grand Rapids, and Wege Foundations. 

 

Andy Bowman explained in the creation of LGROW we tried to include as large a stakeholders group as 

possible, ranging from local governments, environmental groups, business, to private citizens, etc.  The 

grants brought before the Council today are to do five basic things: benchmarking best practices; create 

stakeholder focus groups; work on communication strategies; start up projects (database, education 

better media, stronger web presence); creation of a business plan. 

 

There were various questions from members regarding the contractors, their qualifications, and the 

process of awarding the contracts, as well as LGROW objectives and progress. 
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Jim Buck agreed to have Brian Donovan give a presentation to the Board on LGROW. 

 

MOTION – To Table the LGROW Contracts Until the July GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE – 

Hilton.   SUPPORT – Vanderberg.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 

5. Oath of Office 

 

Mary Hollinrake, Kent County Clerk, administered the Oath of Office to Richard Clanton, Mayor of 

Kentwood. 

 

Richard Clanton encouraged everyone to keep Rick Root in their prayers and to post messages to his 

care page.  He looks forward to working with members and feels it is important to maintain leadership 

and continuity. 
 

 

6. Mike Gusweiler West Michigan Sports Commission 

 

Mike Gusweiler updated the Council on the West Michigan Sports Commission.  He reported on why it 

was formed, what it is doing today and the impact it is having on the community.  It was created in 2007 

as a destination marketing entity for youth and amateur sports & sports tourism.  Its objectives include 

economic development, increasing the quality of life in the area, and creating a signature event (the 

Meijer state games). 
 

 

7. Jared Rodriguez West Michigan Policy Forum 

 

Jared Rodrigues reported on the Sept. 12-13 West Michigan Policy Forum.  The event focuses on jobs, 

economic growth, and business & government collaboration.  It brings together local, state and federal 

officials as well as business leaders to address growth and collaboration issues. 

 

This year educational elements have been added and the format has been changed up to make it faster 

paced & educational. 

 

Jared announced GVMC members would be offered a special price of $295 for the event. 
 

 

8. Legislative 

 

John Weiss reported he has participated in many PPT focus group meetings.  The legislation was passed 

out of the Senate with the poison pill amendment.  It probably won’t be brought up to the House until 

after November. 

 

The next Legislative committee meeting will be on Monday, June 11 where we will welcome Pete 

MacGregor and elect a new committee chair. 
 

 

9. Other 

 

The next Board Meeting will be held on Monday, July 9 at 10:30 a.m. at the Prince Center and will be 

followed by the Quarterly Luncheon (sponsored in part by Meijer) featuring Lt. Governor Brian Calley. 

 

10. Adjournment – 10:40 a.m. 

 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Hilton.  SUPPORT – Janes.  MOTION CARRIED. 



























































$56.6M project to hasten Amtrak's Grand 

Rapids-to-Chicago line fails to nab lucrative 

federal funding 

Published: Friday, June 22, 2012, 12:13 PM     Updated: Friday, June 22, 2012, 4:40 PM 

By Zane McMillin | zmcmilli@mlive.com  

MLive.com File Photo 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI — A $56.6 million project with sweeping implications for Michigan’s 

passenger rail lines, including a quicker ride on Amtrak’s Grand Rapids-to-Chicago route, has 

failed to obtain the highly competitive federal grant dollars needed to get off the ground. 

U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood on Friday announced the recipients of this year’s 

TIGER IV transportation infrastructure grants, with chunks of the $500 million pot doled out to 

47 projects in 34 states. 

Absent among the awards was money for the harbor town of New Buffalo, Mich., near the 

Indiana border, which had requested $56.6 million in TIGER funding to add itself back on 

Grand Rapids’ Pere Marquette Line. 

Backers of the project said the money would have given Grand Rapids train riders access to 

high-speed commuter rail between Kalamazoo and Porter, Ind., and would have increased the 

flow of tourists and tourist dollars to West Michigan. 

The project was designed to add New Buffalo back to the Pere Marquette Line after a three-year 

hiatus, and also included plans for smoother traffic flow of Amtrak’s Blue Water and Wolverine 

lines throughout the state. 



The New Buffalo project’s stakeholders expressed disappointment at the news, and a renewed 

effort was in order to plan for next year’s TIGER funding. 

“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again,” said Ryan Fellows, assistant city manager of New 

Buffalo. 

New Buffalo’s TIGER grant application had the backing of the Michigan Department of 

Transportation, Amtrak and the Grand Valley Metro Council in Grand Rapids. 

John Weiss, president of the Metro Council, said the plan would have greatly benefited Grand 

Rapids rail riders by increasing the speed and frequency of trips down the Pere Marquette line to 

Chicago. 

“Anything that we can do to help people come into our community and come into West 

Michigan, the better we are,” Weiss said.  

“We talk a lot about the travel between Grand Rapids and Chicago, and through Holland and the 

lakeshore," he added, "but getting those tourists to be able to come back here smoothly … and 

spend their dollars in our community is very important.” 

The project certainly had most, if not all, of the elements critical in obtaining TIGER funding 

described by LaHood in a Friday morning conference call with reporters. 

It connected cities and regions and had demonstrable economic benefits, and concerned a critical 

transit corridor, among others. 

But the lucrative grants were far and away the most competitive yet, with $10.2 billion requested 

in 703 total applications from all 50 states, LaHood said, noting there was only $500 million in 

the kitty. 

And, the amount requested for the New Buffalo project could have been its undoing. At $56.6 

million, the funding request amounted to one-ninth of the total available funding. 

Of the 47 projects that received funding, the largest amount doled out was $21.6 million to a 

bridge project in Arizona. 

“Probably, giving smaller amounts to lots more communities made a difference,” Weiss said, 

pondering the sizable New Buffalo request. “To do it and do it right, it was going to be costly, 

and everybody sort of expected that.” 

New Buffalo’s Fellows echoed that, saying he chalked the failure to obtain grant money to the 

highly competitive nature of the TIGER program. 

“I don’t know that it’s necessarily that we could have made our project look at little bit better or 

sparkle a little bit shinier,” Fellows said, “it’s just that there’s a very limited number of grant 

dollars to go around.” 



In responding to a reporter’s question about application denial, LaHood noted many projects that 

have obtained TIGER funding were successful after multiple goes. 

“People shouldn’t be disappointed that they didn’t receive an amount of money they requested,” 

LaHood said. “Often these projects take two or three generations before we have money to fund 

them.” 

Amtrak spokesman Mark Magliari said that sentiment is applicable to many projects that obtain 

federal grant money, within and without the realm of TIGER funding. 

Magliari noted it took MDOT several tries to obtain help in purchasing a stretch of Norfolk 

Southern rail between Kalamazoo and Dearborn, with the intention of adding the stretch to 

high-speed rail in service between Kalamazoo and Porter, Ind. 

Magliari said Amtrak still is interested in working to obtain grant money for New Buffalo. 

“I’m confident that we and MDOT will continue to work with the city of New Buffalo to obtain 

these funds, because it’s a really good idea,” Magliari said. 

Fellows said New Buffalo's leaders plan to continue working with Amtrak, MDOT and other 

backers to obtain the money necessary to put it back on the Pere Marquette Line. 

“We’re looking forward to continuing to working with them to sharpen up our grant and make it 

as best we can,” Fellows said, adding there’s a little under a year to regroup and replot. 

“I’m positive at some point we’ll have Pere Marquette service in New Buffalo,” Fellows added, 

“and we’re looking forward to that day.” 

Zane McMillin may be reached through email and Twitter. 

© 2012 MLive.com. All rights reserved. 
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