
Board Meeting Agenda
Thursday May 5, 2011 ● 8:30 a.m. ● Kent County Commission Chambers

1. Call to Order by Chair

2. Public Comment

3. Swearing-in of New Board Member

a. Martin Super, Village Manager, Village of Sparta

4. Approval of Minutes dated April 11, 2011 (attachment)

5. Finance – Report of the Finance Committee

a. FY 2011 Six-Month Finance Report
b. FY 2011 General Fund Budget Amendments

6. Legislative Advocacy

a. Report of the GVMC Legislative Committee
b. Issues Update

7. Transportation Department

a. Amendments to the FY 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program

8. Other items of business and comments from GVMC members

9. Adjournment



Memorandum

To: Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

From: Donald J. Stypula, Executive Director

Date: April 30, 2011

Re: Agenda Items for our May 5, 2011 Board meeting

Attached are the agenda and support documents for our next GVMC Board of Directors meeting,
scheduled for 8:30 am Thursday May 5, 2011 at the Kent County Commission Chambers in
downtown Grand Rapids. Full agenda this month, starting with the six-month finance report
and some recommended amendments to the FY 2011 general fund budget.  In addition, the
Legislative Committee has recommended a resolution for your consideration and we are
presenting for your review and approval a series of amendments to the FY 2011 GVMC
Transportation Improvement Program.

We’ll start by reviewing and accepting the attached minutes from our April 11, 2011 GVMC
Board meeting.

FINANCE: FY 2011 SIX-MONTH FINANCE REPORT

The GVMC Finance Committee met on Friday April 15 to review and forward to the Executive
Committee and Board the six-month finance report for FY 2011, which I have attached for your
review.  With the exception of interest earnings on fund balance – which are down – we are on-
track with our projections for all departments.

Proposed Action: Review and approve the GVMC FY 2011 Six-Month Finance Report.

FINANCE: PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE GVMC FY 2011 GENERAL FUND

The Finance Committee also reviewed and approved amendments to the FY 2011 general fund
budget.  I have attached a more detailed briefing memo, together with the recommended
amendments to the current year budget for your review.  The budget amendments also were
reviewed and approved by the GVMC Executive Committee

Proposed Action: Review and approve the proposed amendments to the GVMC FY 2011
general fund budget.



Briefing Memo for the May 5, 2011 GVMC Board Meeting ● May 2, 2011 ● Page 2

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY – REPORT OF THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

The GVMC Legislative Committee met on April 13 and engaged in an extensive discussion of
Governor Snyder’s reform and change agenda and tax policies.  Following extensive discussion
of the City of Grand Rapids’ approach to the Governor’s policies, Committee members directed
me to draft a resolution of support for the state’s reinvention and reform efforts through tax
policies, governmental reforms, and the creation of a more favorable business climate.  The
Committee met again in a special session on April 27 to review the draft resolution, which has
since been modified to reflect Committee members’ desires.

That resolution – based on input from GVMC members – is attached for your review and
consideration.

Proposed Action: Review and approve the proposed GVMC Resolution in support of the state’s
reform and reinvention initiatives.

TRANSPORTATION: AMENDMENTS TO THE 2011-2014 TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

ITP the Rapid, the City of Grand Rapids, the Kent County Road Commission and the Michigan
Department of Transportation are requesting amendments to the GVMC FY 2011-2014
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to fund various transportation improvement projects.
I have attached a briefing memo prepared by GVMC Transportation Planner Darrell Robinson;
together with supporting documents from the requesting agencies. The amendments have been
reviewed and approved by the GVMC Technical and Policy Committees together with the
Executive Committee.

Proposed Action: Review and approve the proposed amendment to the GVMC FY 2011-2014
TIP.

As always, we’re looking forward to seeing you and having a fruitful discussion.  If you have
any thoughts, comments, questions or suggestions you can reach me anytime on my cell phone at
616-450-5217, in the office at 776-7604, at home at 257-3372 or via email at
stypulad@gvmc.org.
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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL

Board Meeting

April 11, 2011

10:00 a.m.

Kent County Commission Chambers

MINUTES

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by Chairman Jim Buck.

Members Present:
Alex Arends Alpine Township
Dale Bergman Sparta Township
Jim Buck City of Grandville
Daryl Delabbio Kent County
Mike DeVries Grand Rapids Township
Jason Eppler City of Ionia
Rebecca Fleury Village of Middleville
Cindy Fox Cascade Township
Carol Hennessey Kent County
Don Hilton, Sr. Gaines Township
Denny Hoemke Algoma Township
Jim Holtrop Ottawa County
Jim LaPeer Cannon Township
Jim Miedema Jamestown Township
David Pasquale City of Lowell
Rick Root City of Kentwood
Jim Saalfeld Kent County
Ken Snow City of Greenville
Rob VerHeulen City of Walker
Bill VerHulst City of Wyoming
Patrick Waterman City of Hudsonville
Roger Wills City of Belding
Chris Yonker City of Wayland

Members Absent:
Jerry Alkema Allendale Township
Chris Burns City of Cedar Springs
Tom Butcher Grand Valley State University
Dan Carlton Georgetown Township
Brian Donovan City of East Grand Rapids
Tom Fehsenfeld At-Large Member
Brian Harrison Caledonia Township
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Doyle Hayes At-Large Member
George Heartwell City of Grand Rapids
John Helmholdt At-Large
Elias Lumpkins, Jr. City of Grand Rapids
Robert May City of Hastings
Mick McGraw At-large Member
George Meek Plainfield Township
Cy Moore Treasurer
Audrey Nevins Byron Township
Steven Patrick City of Coopersville
Jack Poll City of Wyoming
Chuck Porter Courtland Township
Milt Rohwer City of Grand Rapids
Martin Super Village of Sparta
Al Vanderberg Ottawa County
Toby VanEss Tallmadge Township
Michael Young City of Rockford

Others Present:
Andy Bowman Grand Valley Metro Council
Andrea Dewey Grand Valley Metro Council
Abed Itani Grand Valley Metro Council
Dennis Kent MDOT
Gayle McCrath Grand Valley Metro Council
Don Stypula Grand Valley Metro Council
Don Tubbs City of Hastings

2. Public Comment

None

3. Oath of Office for New Members

Sonja Dean administered the GVMC Oath of Office to Patrick Waterman of the City of
Hudsonville.

4. Approval of Minutes

MOTION – To Approve the Minutes of the March 2011 GVMC Board Meeting. MOVE –
Holtrop. SUPPORT – Fox. MOTION CARRIED.
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5. Update on Strategic Initiatives

Don Stypula reviewed the progress on the strategic initiatives.  GVMC has been making steady
progress, although there have been technical difficulties on the web based product.  Several
items will be launched in the next couple of weeks.

6. Pavement Management Van

Jim Snell reported on the pavement management van.

7. Legislative

Don Stypula reported transportation funding is being addressed at both the House and Senate
levels.  He sent out a survey on collaboration and service sharing and has received 12 responses
so far.  There is an overwhelming amount of collaboration and sharing in this area.

The legislature has been on recess for the last two weeks, but the Appropriations committee has
been meeting.  House republicans are working with the Governor on his proposals.  Senate
republicans are investigating different options.

8. Adjournment – 9:30 a.m.

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Eppler.  SUPPORT – VerHulst.  MOTION
CARRIED.















MEMORANDUM

TO: Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

FROM: Donald J. Stypula, Executive Director

DATE: April 30, 2011

RE: FY 2011 GVMC General Fund Budget Amendments

Attached for your review and consideration is a proposed amendment to the GVMC FY 2011
general fund budget that balances the current year budget and results in a modest level of
revenues over expenses at the end of the fiscal year. These amendments were reviewed and
approved by the GVMC Finance and Executive Committees.

Page two of the amended budget lists new sources of revenue, including:

● $75,000 State Planning and Research (SPR) grant from MDOT to perform planning work
related to MDOT’s U.S. 131 corridor study

● carryover of $128,550 in revenue from FY 2010 to complete the Kent County Public
Transportation Needs study

● $8,712 in funds from the Lower Grand River Organization of Watersheds budget
● $1,882 in funds carried over from the FY 2010 budget from the Fisher’s Station planning and

design project in the Division Avenue corridor

In addition, we have reduced our projected interest earnings from fund balance by $3,000 to
reflect the current market realities.

Page four of the amended budget, reflecting transportation-related expenditures, includes an
additional $143,550 in revenues from the following sources:

● $15,000 in revenue from the State Planning and Research (SPR) grant for the U.S. 131
corridor study

● $128,550 from the carryover of funds for the Kent County Public Transportation Needs
Study

Page 5 of the amended budget includes adjustments to the salaries and fringes lines for the Land
Use Department to reflect the additional revenue from the MDOT SPR grant (chart of accounts
#702-712.800), together with the carryover of $1,882 in funds from the Fisher’s Station planning
and design project (account #801.400).
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GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY

RESOLUTION
A Resolution Endorsing a Responsible Reform

and Reinvention Agenda for Michigan

WHEREAS, Since 1990, the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council (GVMC), which serves Kent
and Ottawa Counties and 33 local governments with a combined population of 950,000, has
brought together elected and appointed officials to discuss issues, overcome differences and
prove time and again that collaboration and cooperation can solve problems on a regional scale;
and

WHEREAS, The State of Michigan has embarked on a bold new course to reform and reinvent
Michigan through changes in tax policy, the adoption of governmental reforms and the creation
of a more positive, business-friendly environment that encourages investment and
entrepreneurial ventures; and

WHEREAS, the GVMC has proposed thoughtful legislative priorities for the 96th Michigan
Legislature including common sense governmental reforms to encourage intergovernmental
cooperation, innovative approaches to ensure sustainable funding for county and local
governments, state tax policies to foster new investment and growth, the elimination of
unfunded state mandates on county and local governments and new sources of revenue to
support investments in transportation infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the GVMC offers its resources and those of its membership to work collaboratively
with Governor Rick Snyder, the Michigan Legislature, the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation and regional economic partners like The Right Place, Inc. to encourage new
economic opportunities through improved state tax policies, intergovernmental cooperation,
regional problem solving and other innovative strategies that will enable Michigan to
successfully compete for new businesses and the expansion of existing businesses across the
state; and

WHEREAS, the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council has determined that a simple, fair and
efficient state taxation system, coupled with the adoption of GVMC-backed governmental
reforms to enhance multi-jurisdictional collaboration and cooperation, will bring lasting benefits
to communities and citizens throughout Michigan; and



WHEREAS, the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council believes that a complete reform and
reinvention agenda must include the development of innovative economic development
strategies and tactics that respect the role of county and local governments and regional
economic development agencies in helping Michigan successfully compete for economic growth
and job creation.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council hereby
declares its intent to work in partnership with Governor Rick Snyder, the Michigan Legislature,
state and regional economic partners, and other opinion leaders to champion the reinvention of
Michigan through changes in business tax policy, development of new approaches to ensure
sustainable funding for county and local governments, the adoption of governmental reforms to
encourage intergovernmental collaboration and cooperation on a regional scale and other
common sense solutions that will enhance Michigan’s business climate and solidify the state’s
reputation as a wonderful place to live, work, learn and recreate; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the GVMC Executive Director is authorized to transmit a
copy of this resolution to Governor Rick Snyder and Lt. Governor Brian Calley, together with
the leadership and members of the 96th Michigan Legislature.

This Resolution declared adopted by unanimous vote of the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council
on May 5, 2011.

Hon. James R. Buck Donald J. Stypula
Chairman of the Board Executive Director
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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

DATE: April 20, 2011 
 
TO:  Executive Committee 
 
FROM: Darrell T. Robinson, Transportation Planner 
 
RE:  FY2011 TIP Changes 
 

 
Due to several changes being requested by ITP The Rapid, KCRC, the City of Grand 
Rapids and MDOT to the FY2011-2014 TIP, staff is requesting approval of the following 
changes: 
 
● ITP The Rapid is requesting to add a Specialized Services Operating Assistance 

grant to the FY2011 – 2014 TIP specifically to FY2012. The grant is for 
$463,289, 100% State funded (please see attached). 

 
● The KCRC is requesting to add two awarded High Risk Rural Road (HRRR) 

projects to FY2012 (please see attached). KCRC is also requesting to remove 
Byron Center Township from the Fred Meijer Kenowa Trail project. The 
Macatawa Area Coordinating Council (MACC) MPO will display the remainder of 
the awarded project in their TIP. Next, KCRC is requesting to move an FY2012 
Local Bridge Fund project (68th Street Bridge over Plaster Creek) to FY2011. 
(Please see attached). Finally, KCRC is requesting to divide a current FY2011 
trail project - Musketawa Trail to White Pine Trail Connector - into 3 phases with 
obligation to occur accordingly at 3 different times in FY2011 (see attached). 

 
● The City of Grand Rapids is requesting to change the scope and remove one 

awarded FY2011 Safety project (please see attached). The City is also 
requesting to add a Rail Trail Acquisition project as well as Butterworth Avenue 
Realignment and Reconfiguration project for design phase services (please see 
attached). 

 
● MDOT is requesting Administrative Modifications as well as Amendments to the 

FY2011-2014 TIP, specifically to FY2011 and FY2012. (Please see attached). 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at (616) 776-7609. 

 



 

Interurban Transit Partnership 

300 Ellsworth Avenue SW     Grand Rapids, MI 49503-4005     616.456.7514  •  Fax 616.774.1195 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
February 24, 2011 
 
 
Mr. Darrell Robinson 
Grand Valley Metro Council 
678 Front Ave N.W.  Suite 200 
Grand Rapids MI  49504-5319 

 
 
Dear Darrell, 
 
Each year the ITP applies for Specialized Services operating assistance from the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) for primarily senior/disabled transportation in Kent County, which is beyond ITP’s service 
area and/or hours of operation.  The annual “Specialized Service” program is prepared by ITP in cooperation with 
the service provider agencies.  ITP’s role in this program is to provide coordination for the various providers to 
prevent any duplication of services and pass through the funding.   It is anticipated that a continued total of 
$463,289 will be reinstated and awarded to the ITP from MDOT for third party operating assistance with the six 
recipient agencies; ACSET, American Red Cross, network180, Goodwill Industries, Hope Network and Senior 
Neighbors for Specialized Services Operating Assistance Program for fiscal year 2012.   The Specialized Services 
Subrecipients are reimbursed per mile up to the third party contract maximum.  The Specialized Services Program 
is funded with 100% state funds, no federal funds apply.  MDOT has requested these Specialized Services 
Operating Assistance funds of $463,289 be placed in the TIP.  
 

Specialized Services Operating Assistance $463,289  100% State Funding 
 
  
If you have any question or require additional information please call me at 774-1183. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Janice Hoekstra 
Grants Officer 
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