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GVMC  
BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

 
10:30 a.m. March 11, 2013 

 
Prince Conference Center 

 
 
 
 
 

1) Approval of  February 2013 Minutes - Attached 
 
 
2) Public Comments 
 
 
3) Finance Report - Attached 
 
 
4) Upcoming Events 

a) March 14th  Communications Seminar 
b) April 8th Street Summit 

 
 
5) GVMC Board Meeting Schedule – April Meeting 

 
 

6) Discussion with Congressman Bill Huizenga  
 
 

7) Adjourn 
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GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL 
 

Board Meeting 
 

February 7, 2013 
 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Kent County Commission Chambers 
Grand Rapids 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Vice Chair Don Hilton.   
 
Members Present: 
Alex Arends  Alpine Township 
Ken Bergwerff  Jamestown Township 
Tom Butcher  Grand Valley State University 
Richard Clanton  City of Kentwood 
Daryl Delabbio  Kent County 
Mike DeVries  Grand Rapids Township 
Brian Donovan  City of East Grand Rapids 
Doyle Hayes  At-Large Member 
George Heartwell  City of Grand Rapids 
Carol Hennessey  Kent County 
Don Hilton, Sr.  Gaines Township 
Denny Hoemke  Algoma Township 
Barb Holt   City of Walker 
Jim Holtrop  Ottawa County 
John Hoppough  City of Greenville 
Mark Howe  City of Lowell 
Rebecca Fleury   Village of Middleville 
Cindy Janes  Cascade Township 
Mark Lemoine  At-Large Member 
Elias Lumpkins, Jr. City of Grand Rapids 
Mick McGraw  At-large Member 
Brenda McNabb-Stange City of Hastings 
Audrey Nevins-Weiss Byron Township 
Steven Patrick  City of Coopersville 
Jack Poll   City of Wyoming 
Milt Rohwer  City of Grand Rapids 
Al Vanderberg  Ottawa County 
Bill VerHulst  City of Wyoming 
Patrick Waterman  City of Hudsonville 



GVMC Board Meeting Minutes 2

 
Members Absent: 
Jerry Alkema  Allendale Township 
Jim Buck   City of Grandville  
Dan Carlton  Georgetown Township 
Jason Eppler  City of Ionia 
Steve Grimm  Cannon Township 
Brian Harrison  Caledonia Township  
Cy Moore   Treasurer 
Chuck Porter  Courtland Township 
Jay Spencer  Plainfield Township 
Michael Selden  City of Wayland 
Toby VanEss  Tallmadge Township 
Jim Saalfeld  Kent County 
Roger Wills  City of Belding 
Michael Young  City of Rockford 
 
Others Present: 
Chris Brown  Grand Valley Metro Council 
David Czurak  Grand Rapids Business Journal 
George Haga  Ada Township 
Abed Itani   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Dharmesh Jain  Grand Valley Metro Council / REGIS 
Dennis Kaminski  Tyrone Township 
Dennis Kent  MDOT 
Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Peter Varga  ITP / The Rapid 
John Weiss  Grand Valley Metro Council 

 
 

2. Minutes 
 
MOTION: To Approve the Minutes of the January 2013 GVMC Board Meeting.  MOVE - 
DeVries.  SUPPORT - Hilton.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 
3. Public Comment 

 
None 
 
 

4. Oath of Office 
 

Kent County Clerk Mary Hollinrake administered the Oath of Office to Brenda McNabb-Stange 
of Hastings and Ken Bergwerff of Jamestown Township.  Vice Chair Don Hilton welcomed the 
new members to the Council.  Both stated they were pleased to be a member of the Board of 
GVMC and looked forward to working with the entire Council.   
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5. Resignation of John Helmholdt as At-Large Member 

 
John Weiss reported John Helmholdt has reluctantly resigned as an At-Large GVMC Board 
member as he now has a conflicting meeting at GRPS at the usual date & time of the GVMC 
Board meetings.  John’s service has been greatly appreciated and he will continue to help 
GVMC behind the scenes.  We will now start the process to fill the vacant At-Large position. 

 
 

6. Annual Report and Audit 
 
John Weiss and GVMC staff (Chris Brown, Gayle McCrath, Abed Itani, and Dharmesh Jain) 
provided a GVMC Annual Report of our departments and activities.  This year’s report will act 
as a benchmark to measure future years against.  The PowerPoint presentation is available to 
view on the GVMC website.  (see attached presentation) 
 
Peter Haefner of Vredeveld Haefner, LLC reported on the 2011/2012 Financial Audit.  It was a 
clean audit with only one material weakness, that being the inability to prepare their own 
financial statements due to the cost of having a CPA on staff.  This is a very common issue and 
which is reported in approximately 50% of public entities.  It is possible that this weakness may 
disappear now that GVMC is contracting its financial work through Brown Accounting.  The 
audit and financial report are also available on the GVMC website. 
 
MOTION – To Accept the FY2011/2012 Audit and Financial Statements.  MOVE – 
Delabbio.  SUPPORT – Jane.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 

7. Other 
 

Reminder the March GVMC Board meeting will be on Monday, March 11, 10:30 a.m. at the 
Prince Center. 

 
 

8. Adjournment – 9:45 a.m. 
 

MOTION – To Adjourn.  MOVE – Delabbio.  SUPPORT – DeVries.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
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