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AGENDA

GVMC BOARD MEETING

February 20, 2014

10:30 a.m.

Metro Health Hospital

Vic Krause Conference Room
Metro Health Village
Wyoming, Ml
Near Byron Center & M-6

Enter hospital through main entrance.
Staff will be available to direct you to the Vic Krause Conference Room

1) Approval of December Minutes — Attachment
2) Public Comment
3) Community Conversation

4) Adjourn

678 FRONT AVENUE NW ¢ SUITE 200 * GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49504 ¢ PH. 616 77-METRO (776-3876) * FAX 774-9292 ¢ WWW.GVMC.ORG



1. Call to Order

GRAND VALLEY METRO COUNCIL
Board Meeting

December 5, 2013
8:30 a.m.

East Grand Rapids Community Center
750 Lakeshore Dr.
East Grand Rapids, Mi

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Jim Buck.

Members Present:
Rick Baker
Ken Bergwerff
Jim Buck
Daryl Delabbio
Mike DeVries
Brian Donovan
Rebecca Fleury
Steve Grimm
George Haga
Doyle Hayes
George Heartwell
Don Hilton, Sr.
Denny Hoemke
Jim Holtrop
Mark Howe
Mark Huizenga
Cindy Janes
Steve Kepley
Mark Lemoine
Steve Maas

At-Large Member
Jamestown Township
Secretary

Kent County

Grand Rapids Township
City of East Grand Rapids
Village of Middleville
Cannon Township

Ada Township
At-Large Member

City of Grand Rapids
Gaines Township
Algoma Township
Ottawa County

City of Lowell

City of Walker

Cascade Township

City of Kentwood
At-Large Member

City of Grandville

Brenda McNabb-Stange City of Hastings

Megan Mullendore
Cy Moore

Jack Poll

Milt Rohwer

Jay Spencer

Roger Towsley

Al Vanderberg
Michael Young
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City of Belding
Treasurer

City of Wyoming
City of Grand Rapids
Plainfield Township
Village of Sand Lake
Ottawa County

City of Rockford



Members Absent:
Alex Arends

Brent Boncher
Jerry Alkema

Tom Butcher

Dan Carlton

Jason Eppler

Brian Harrison
Carol Hennessey
John Hoppough
Elias Lumpkins, Jr.
Mick McGraw
Audrey Nevins-Weiss
Steven Patrick

Jim Saalfeld
Michael Selden
Bill VerHulst
Toby VanEss
Patrick Waterman

Others Present:
Chris Brown
Abed Itani
Dharmesh Jain
Dennis Kent
Gayle McCrath
Wendy Ogilvie
Peter Varga
John Weiss

Minutes

MOTION: To Approve the Minutes of the November GVMC Board Meeting. MOVE -

Alpine Township
Courtland Township
Allendale Township
Grand Valley State University
Georgetown Township
City of lonia
Caledonia Township
Kent County

City of Greenville
City of Grand Rapids
At-large Member
Byron Township

City of Coopersville
Kent County

City of Wayland

City of Wyoming
Tallmadge Township
City of Hudsonville

Grand Valley Metro Council

Grand Valley Metro Council

Grand Valley Metro Council / REGIS
MDOT

Grand Valley Metro Council

Grand Valley Metro Council

The Rapid

Grand Valley Metro Council

Poll. SUPPORT - Donovan. MOTION CARRIED.

Swearing in of New Members

The Oath of Office was administered to Steve Kepley, City of Kentwood; George Haga, Ada
Township; Steve Maas, City of Grandville; Mark Huizenga, City of Walker; and Roger
Towsley of the Village of Sand Lake.

Each new inductee was given the opportunity to speak to the group. All said they looked
forward to taking part in the Council and serving on the Board.

GVMC Board Meeting Minutes



4, Handing over of Gavel to Incoming GVMC Chair, Al Vanderberg

Jim Buck reviewed the last meeting at which the new officers were elected. As Al Vanderberg,
the newly elected Chair, was unable to attend the previous meeting, Jim Buck took the
opportunity today to officially turn the gavel over to Al. Jim stated GVMC is as strong today as
it has ever been. He thanked all the Board members, the Executive committee and Executive
Director, John Weiss.

Al Vanderberg thanked Jim Buck for his outstanding service as Chair of the Council, and also
thanked Don Hilton for his exemplary service as Vice Chair.

Al reported GVMC came into being largely through a thrust of optimism on land use issues and
erasing boundaries. Some advances have been made, but the State must make changes to allow
this to happen. Since then, the Council has embarked on a new direction. John Weiss has
brought us good times by making tough decisions and giving us a greater profile. An
overwhelming amount of organizations are contacting us to participate in their activities. Al
will soon bring to the Board a proposal to develop a new strategic plan to stay current and
relevant. Al also recognized Mike DeVries as the new GVMC Vice Chair and thanked Don
Hilton for his years of service as Vice Chair.

5. Public Comment

None

6. Lowell Township Request to Join GVMC

Al Vanderberg reported GVMC was very pleased to announce Lowell Township has voted to
become a member.

MOTION - To Approve the Request for Lowell Township to Become a Member of the
Metro Council. MOVE - Howe. SUPPORT - DeVries. MOTION CARRIED.

The process will now begin to officially bring Lowell Township into the Metro Council.

7. Amendment for Unified Work Program
Abed Itani explained the request for amendment to the Unified Work Program. The first is for
technical assistance SPR funds increasing from $50,000 to $75,000. The second is $80,000 for
ITP for a study to go green. Both items went through the policy committee.

MOTION - To Approve the Request for Amendment for the Unified Work Program.
MOVE - Heartwell. SUPPORT - Holtrop. MOTION CARRIED.

GVMC Board Meeting Minutes 3



8. Signing Authority
a. Resolution for Check Signing Authority, Add Chair Al Vanderberg

MOTION - To Approve the Resolution to Give Chair Al Vanderberg Check Signing
Authority. MOVE - Poll. SUPPORT - Hilton. MOTION CARRIED.

b. Resolution for Execution Authority for Agreements with MDOT

MOTION - To Approve Resolution to Give Chair Al Vanderberg Execution Authority for
MDOT Contracts. MOVE - Janes. SUPPORT — Mullendore. MOTION CARRIED.

Q. Emerging Regional Issue — Ambulance Consortium

Rich Houtteman gave a PowerPoint presentation on the EMS consortium partnership. The
presentation can be viewed on the GVMC website under the Latest Development section.

Since Mic Gunderson joined KEMS, the system has been evaluated. The previous system was
good but not great. We want to make it great. It has been difficult to track holistically.

Brian Donovan reported there are many intergovernmental agreements in this system that play a
vital role, but there are no official agreements or contracts. KEMS is a great organization to
share knowledge and expertise. He stated all communities in Kent County are encouraged to
join if they would like.

Michael Young stated it is very enlightening for Rockford to be part of this group. Public
service is the largest part of their budget, yet there is no formal contract for ambulance service.
We need to determine how to get better and strengthen the system.
Rich Houtteman reported the next steps are to continue the partnership and look forward to a
final ambulance contract in the future. The goal is to improve service under the current
financial commitments.

10.  January 2" Meeting
MOTION - To Cancel the January 2, 2014 GVMC Board Meeting. MOVE - DeVries.
SUPPORT - Hilton. MOTION CARRIED.

11.  Adjournment — 9:45 a.m.

MOTION - To Adjourn. MOVE - Poll. SUPPORT - Hayes. MOTION CARRIED.

GVMC Board Meeting Minutes 4
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Metro Council’s steering committee is in place

Group will begin to develop a plan for prosperity once grant arrives.

By David Czurak
January 3, 2014

Even though Gov. Rick Snyder hasn’t awarded the grant, the Grand Valley Metro Council is ready to go to
work.

“In typical West Michigan fashion, we are moving forward in preparation. The West Michigan Prosperity
Alliance will be ready to begin work after the holidays, if we are successfil in our grant application,” said John
Weiss, GVMC executive director.

The West Michigan Prosperity Alliance is ready because its 25-member steering committee has been selected
(see sidebar).

Committee members have backgrounds in planning, transportation, education, economic development, work-
force boards and business throughout the region.

“The group will work to develop a Regional Prosperity Plan, as well as conduct three large commumity
conversations with stakeholders from the region,” said Weiss.

“Efforts will also focus on developing a list of projects of regional economic significance, which will have great
impact on our area,” he added.

Snyder unveiled his Regional Prosperity Initiative last August, an effort that has targeted 10 separate regions in
the state. His office named the Metro Council as this area’s fiduciary, a region that covers 13 counties. GVMC
applied for a $250,000 program grant in November. The grant is expected to be awarded this month.

Members of the WMPA steering committee

Dave Bee, West Michigan Regional Planning Commission

Sean Dey, West Michigan Shoreline Regional Planning Commission
Steve Bulthuis, Macatawa Area Coordinating Council

Rick Chapla, The Right Place

www.grbj.com/articles/print/78696- metro-councils-steering-committee-is-in-place 113
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Kevin Stotts, Talent 2025

Valerie Byrnes, Barry County Economic Development Alliance
Ed Garner, Muskegon First

Randy Thelen, Lakeshore Advantage

Dan Rinsema-Sybenga, Muskegon Community College
Fiona Hert, Grand Rapids Community College

Julie Van Dyke, West Shore Community College
Michael O’Connor, Holland-Zeeland Adult Education
Kathleen Sullivan, consultant

Doug Wood, Orchard View Public Schools

Jacob Maas, Kent-Allegan Michigan Works

Debbie Groeneveld, Muskegon-Oceana Michigan Works
Paul Griffith, Michigan Works West Central

Andy Johnston, West Michigan Chamber Alliance

Jim Sandy, Mecosta County Economic Alliance

Roger Stafford, Michigan Department of Transportation
Bill Raymond, Ottawa County Michigan Works

Jim Fisher, Padnos Inc.

Simone Jonaitis, Grand Valley State University

Linda Brand, Model Communities Initiative

John Weiss, Grand Valley Metro Council

www.grbj.com/articles/print/78696-metro-councils-steering-committee-is-in-place
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Council submits prosperity grant application

Next step is to create a new prosperity alliance.

By David Czurak
November 22, 2013

It’s quite a major undertaking, In fact, the geographic region involved is about the size of New Jersey. Whether
the amount of money that is mvolved will be worth the effort is another story, however, and only time will write
that one.

Still, the Grand Valley Metro Council accepted its role as the program’s fiduciary agent and has recently filed its
application for the region’s $250,000 grant through the statewide Regional Prosperity Initiative, an economic
development plan Gov. Rick Snyder unveiled in August.

GMVC Executive Director Johm Weiss said the agency’s regional service area is one of the largest in the state. It
stretches across 13 counties and contains 340 local governments, six work-force boards, two regional planning
agencies, three rural transportation task forces, and “many” economic development and nonprofit organizations.

“The area serves over 1.4 million citizens. Geographically, it is roughly the size of New Jersey,” he said.

Weiss also said the goal of the grant, which is expected to be awarded in January, is to create a West Michigan
Prosperity Alliance. The Alliance then will develop a five-year prosperity plan for the 13-county region.

“In addition, there will be three large regional conversations planned with representatives from throughout West
Michigan working together to nominate and select five projects of regional economic significance,” he said.

Weiss added that more than 90 organizations, including local governments, nonprofits and private companies,
endorsed the GVMC grant application. “The support at times was overwhelming and showed the true spirit of
cooperation that exists throughout our region,” he said.

“Even though the grants are not going to be awarded until January, our plan is to be ready to begin work as soon
as the grant is announced.”

Snyder unveiled the initiative as a way to make the state more economically competitive globally. His idea behind
it is to grow the state’s economy through regional collaboration.

“We recognize that local partners, not Lansing, are best equipped to create strong regional strategies for
prosperity,” said Snyder when he introduced the regional plan. “By supporting our local partners and their visions
for vibrant economies, we can help put them in the best positions for long-term success.”

www.grbj.com/articles/print/78396-council-submits-prosperity-grant-application 12
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Although 85 state government service areas overlap in the 13-county West Michigan region, the governor said in
August that the creation of regional prosperity alliances would not add another layer of bureaucracy to the
development process.

“This is about the most efficient and effective use of limited resources,” said Snyder. “This is a new, collaborative
model that can bring existing groups together to better leverage local and regional assets. This result is a more
globally competitive Michigan.”

David Czurak

David Czurak is a Grand Rapids Business Journal staff reporter who covers city and county government, real
estate, construction, architecture and design, and sports business. Email David at dczurak at grbj dot com.
Follow him on Twitter (@ dczurak

www.grbj.comvarticles/print/78396-council-submits-prosperity-g rant-application 2/2



Grand Rapids WhiteWater unveils latest plan to restore the city's
namesake rapids

GRWhiteWaterPlan.jpg

This rendering shows how the Sixth Street Dam would be partially removed as part of Grand Rapids
WhiteWater's plan to restore the rapids to the Grand River. (Courtesy rendering)

Jim Harger | jharger@mlive.com By Jim Harger | jharger@mlive.com

Follow on Twitter

on November 22, 2013 at 9:28 AM, updated November 22, 2013 at 4:54 PM

RELATED: 7 images from Grand Rapids WhiteWater's $27.5 million Grand River plan

GRAND RAPIDS, MI - Chip Richards has a simple answer when asked who authored the latest plan to

restore the city’s namesake rapids to the Grand River.

The river itself told them, says Richards, a co-founder of Grand Rapids WhiteWater , the group that wants
to return the riverbed back to its natural state as its drops 18 feet between Leonard Street and Fulton
Street.

“You've got to study the river and let it tell y6u what it needs,” said Richards, whose group has released a
preliminary plan that calls for the partial removal of the Sixth Street Dam and other low-rise dams in the

downtown area.

The $27.5 million plan also calls for the installation of an adjustable steel dam further upstream to keep sea

lamprey from spawning in the river. Previous plans have called for an inflatable barrier.

Authored by River Restoration, a Colorado engineering firm hired to evaluate the river for the past two
years, the preliminary plan is presented on a 12-foot banner in which dozens of proposed changes to the

downtown riverbed are laid out.
RELATED: Click here to view a PDF of the Preliminary Plan.

That plan is now going to be the subject of public hearings that the city’s Planning Department will conduct

throughout the community during the next year.

“Our next step is to reach out to the community to dream about what restoring the rapids will look like,”

Richards said in a statement announcing the release of the preliminary plan.



“We will begin after the New Year to engage the community in a process to talk about what we've learned
about the Grand River, to answer questions and listen to concerns, and then create a shared vision,”
Richards said.

.“We wanted to learn everything that we could about the river to know what was feasible,” said Chris

Muller, one of the founding members of GRWW in a news release. “What we found was incredibly exciting.”

According to Muller, they discovered an “impressively-large underwater bedrock shelf located between

Leonard and Ann Streets; believed to be the historic spawning grounds for sturgeon.”

“Re-exposing this rare bedrock for lake sturgeon and increasing flow diversity and habitats is an
exceptional opportunity to do something uniquely beneficial for sturgeon” said Marty Holtgren, Senior
Fisheries Biologist with the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians.

The study also found no contaminated sediment behind the Sixth Street Dam. The plan would improve the

habitat for snuffbox mussels, an endangered species, that were found in the riverbed, the group said.

“In fact, the mussels are an indicator of how clean the Grand River is; good news for people who want to
play in the water,” the group said. “Various opportunities for public access, rowing, fishing kayaking, and
other activities were also evaluated.”

Richards said the adjustable steel dam located halfway between Ann Street and Leonard Street bridges
would be raised to some level on a year-round basis to keep sea lamprey from moving upstream and

spawnhing.

The steel dam also could be raised to accommodate competitive rowing events based at Riverside Park,
Richards said. The dam also would include a fish ladder aimed at allowing non-invasive fish species to move

upstream.

The Sixth Street Dam would be partially removed and partially lowered, according to the preliminary plan.
The east half of the dam would be removed to create navigable whitewater while the western half would

be lowered 3 feet, Richards said.

Downstream from the dam, the low-rise dams would be removed and riverbed would be restored with rocks

and shoals.

According to the plan, the restoration project would result in a 500-percent increase in fish holding habitat
and a fivefold increase in habitat diversity.

The project also would result in an 850 percent increase in lake sturgeon spawning habitat, a 100 percent

increase in upstream fish passage and a 275 percent increase in sport fishing perimeter.



Funding for the research and development of the preliminary plan was provided by the Dick and Betsy
DeVos Family Foundation, Frey Foundation, Wege Foundation, Dyer-Ives Foundation, Downtown Grand
Rapids Inc., Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, Grand Valley Metro Council, the North Monroe Tax

Increment Finance Authority and Founders Brewing Company.
RELATED: Click here to read all stories about the Grand Rapids WhiteWater project

Jim Harger covers business for MLive/Grand Rapids Press. Email him at jharger@mlive.com or follow him on

Twitter or Facebook or Google+.

© 2013 MLive.com. All rights reserved.
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How Carl Levin says West Michigan has been represented in
Congress 'until now’

Loading Photo Gallery

Matt Vande Bunte | mvandebu@mlive.com By Matt Vande Bunte | mvandebu@mlive.com
Follow on Twitter
on November 04, 2013 at 11:54 AM, updated November 04, 2013 at 11:55 AM

GRAND RAPIDS, MI - Criticizing “mindless” federal sequestration pushed by a "small group” of ideologues,
U.S. Sen. Carl Levin during a visit to Grand Rapids this morning advocated a "balanced alternative" to
dealing with the budget deficit.

Speaking at Grand Valley State University’s L. William Seidman Center, the retiring 35-year Senate
veteran lamented "a rigid ideology which really is a very strong anti-government ideology which has been
running rampant and which has had too much influence, way beyond their numbers.” And "it's something we
have to find a way out of," he said.

“This part of the country has been famous for moderation,” Levin said. “Historically, at least up *til now,
(West Michigan has been represented by) the Paul Henrys and the Vern Ehlers and the Jerry Fords, people
who understood there’s no way you can govern without being willing to compromise.

“We have to work together, but what’s happened in the (U.S.) House is something very different.”

RELATED:

*Rep. Justin Amash reportedly meets with conservatives, including Sen. Ted Cruz, on shutdown
strategy

* Rep. Justin Amash calls Obama 'stubborn,’ defends House Republicans’ actions during
shutdown

Levin, whose sixth and final term runs through next year, avoided naming U.S. Rep. Justin Amash in his
comments, saying later that he did not want to come into the Third District and bash the people’s
congressman. But he did call out his Senate colleague Ted Cruz, a Texas Republican.

“The fundamental problem we have is the unwillingness to compromise,” Levin said. “We have not been able
to deal with the budget deficit in a sensible way. We saw that recently when we were plagued by a
government shutdown, which was inexcusable (and happened) mainly due to the unwillingness of a fairly
small group of people to compromise.”

http://blog.mlive.com/grpress/news_impact/print.html?entry=/2013/11/how_carl levin_sa... 11/4/2013



How Carl Levin says West Michigan has been represented in Congress 'until now' Page 2 of 2

Amash tweeted after the senator's talk that "Levin's view of compromise=keeping status quo."

@vandebum Levin's view of compromise=keeping status quo. He doesn't like my working w/Ds to shrink
gov, stop wars & protect civil liberties.

— Justin Amash (@repjustinamash) November 4, 2013

Levin spoke at the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council’s quarterly gathering, which doubled as a tribute to
retiring Grandville Mayor Jim Buck. He talked about wanting to replace sequestration with a “balanced
alternative" including three things: targeted spending cuts instead of across-the board cuts, entitlement
reform and additional revenues through closing tax loopholes.

“Sequestration was put in place because we never thought it would happen,” Levin said. “It’s a little bit like
a nuclear weapon. Its purpose isn't to be used. It’s to deter. It’s like a budget nuclear weapon whose
purpose was to force us to do something balanced in the area of deficit reduction.

“We need to have a substitute for sequestration. The way you can do it, and, frankly, you can do it easily if
you're willing to focus on the some of the loopholes that have no economic purposes except tax avoidance.
What in heaven’s name is the purpose of allowing corporations to shift their intellectual property to a tax
haven when it was created here, produced here, developed here and then shifted to the Caymans or some
other place?

“We now are in the process of trying to identify a combination of revenue and spending cuts and entitlement
reform which can bring the House and the Senate together on an alternative to sequestration. If we don’t do
this, we are going to continue to restrict opportunity and advancement in this country.”

Matt Vande Bunte covers government for MLive/Grand Rapids Press. Email him at mvandebu@mlive.com
or follow him on Twitter and Facebook.

© 2013 MLive.com. All rights reserved.

http://blog.mlive.com/grpress/news_impact/print.html?entry=/2013/11/how _carl levin sa... 11/4/2013
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What $1,800 retirement gift admiring celleagues gave Grandville
mayor after 41 years in office

Loading Photo Gallery

Matt Vande Bunte | mvandebu@mlive.com By Matt Vande Bunte | mvandebu@mlive.com
Follow on Twitter
on November 04, 2013 at 6:15 PM, updated November 04, 2013 at 6:19 PM

GRAND RAPIDS, MI - Gold watch? Nah, local government colleagues put $1,800 of vacation money on a
prepaid debit card and gave it as a retirement gift to longtime Grandville Mayor Jim Buck.

On the eve of his successor’s election, Buck on Monday, Nov. 4, was honored by peers at a Grand Valley
Metropolitan Council event. He received a plaque calling him “an example to be followed and cherished in

the future,” and the money for him and his wife, Kitty, to vacation on Mackinac Island.

“You have to be a good man (to be a good leader), and Jim Buck is a good man,” Grand Rapids Township
Supervisor Michael DeVries said as he gave Buck the gifts. “Thank you, Jim.”

RELATED: U.S. Rep. Bill Huizenga gives a shout out to outgoing Grandville mayor from House floor

~ Buck has been mayor for the past 29 years and began serving on Grandville City Council in 1971. Among his
intergovernmental roles through the years: chairman of the Metro Council. The plaque expresses thanks

“for the assistance, guidance and outstanding leadership you've provided to the entire region.”

The gathering at Grand Valley State University’s L. William Seidman Center attracted a crowd of more than
200 people, the largest-ever for a Metro Council function. It included the video tribute below and a talk by
U.S. Sen. Carl Levin, who honored Buck and remarked that “I can only imagine how big a crowd this would

have been without his being the honoree.”
RELATED: How Carl Levin says West Michigan has been represented in Congress "until now'
Buck, 80, announced earlier this year he would not seek another term as mayor. Grandville voters on

Tuesday, Nov. 5, will consider a mayoral ballot that has two candidates: Randy Gelderloos and Steve
Maas, both of whom are City Council members.

blog.mlive.com/grpress/news_impact/print.html ?entry=/2013/11/what_retirement_gift_admiring.html 12
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Mayor Buck

Matt Vande Bunte covers government for MLive/Grand Rapids Press. Email him at mvandebu@mlive.com or

follow him on Twitter and Facebook.

© 2013 MLive.com. All rights reserved.
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