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Grand Valley Metro Council 

Executive Committee Meeting 

 

Thursday, April 16, 2009 
12:00 pm 

 
Grand Valley Metro Council 

40 Pearl Street NW, Suite 410 
Grand Rapids, MI 

 
 

MEETING NOTES 
 

Present 

Jim Buck        City of Grandville 
Don Hilton, Sr.       Gaines Township 
Jim Miedema        Jamestown Township 
Rick Root        City of Kentwood 
 

Absent 

Daryl Delabbio       Kent County 
Audrey Nevins       Byron Township 
Cy Moore        Council Treasurer 
Carol Sheets        City of Wyoming 
Alan Vanderberg       Ottawa County 
 
 

Other 

Abed Itani        Grand Valley Metro Council 
Leon Branderhorst       Grand Valley Metro Council 
Andy Bowman       Grand Valley Metro Council 
Gayle McCrath       Grand Valley Metro Council 
Don Stypula        Grand Valley Metro Council 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:10 pm by Chair Jim Buck. 
 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 

 

Minutes approved by a consensus of those members attending. 
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3. Transportation 

 

Abed Itani explained the request for TIP amendments. 
 
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), The Kent County Road 
Commission (KCRC) and the City of Hudsonville are requesting to amend the FY2008 – 
2011 TIP. Specifically, MDOT, KCRC the City of Hudsonville are requesting TIP 
Amendments for FY2009 & 2010. 

 
MDOT is requesting amendments to General Program Accounts (GPAs) for 
EPE/PE/ROW and Highway Safety Trunk line for cost changes.  

 
The KCRC requests to amend the FY2009 TIP to delete a 2009 CMAQ project, Belmont 
Avenue at 10 Mile Road and replace it with another project, Knapp Street and Pettis 
Avenue intersection.  

 
The City of Hudsonville is requesting to amend the TIP to remove their advance 
construct project 32nd Avenue at I-196 from FY2009 and construct the project in 
FY2010 where the project was to be advance construct converted. Essentially 
constructing and funding the project in FY2010. No funding changes are requested at this 
time. 

 

4. July Quarterly Luncheon – Greenville Economic Transformation 

 

Don Stypula explained the proposed Quarterly Luncheon which would take place in 
Greenville and involve the economic transformation of Greenville. 
 
Discussion ensued by all present. 
 
It was determined that the subject was good; however it may be difficult to get people to 
attend the meeting which would require substantial travel there and back. 
 
Don Stypula will investigate the idea further, including doing the session locally and 
maybe including other economic development success stories. 

 

 

5. Legislative Advocacy 

 
Don Stypula reported not much has been happening in Lansing the past two weeks.  The 
Michigan treasury is in a freefall.  The administration is willing to use the stimulus 
money to help prop up the budget.  There is an anticipated deficit of $350 million this 
year and one billion next year. 
 
There is movement on the federal level to extend SAFET-LOU.  The MPO has been 
contacted to develop a list of high priority projects.  The process we have in place will 
dictate what projects make the list. 
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6. Center for Michigan 

 

Following the next Board meeting will be a question and answer session by the Center 
for Michigan.  Those attending will vote electronically on various issues. 

 
 

7. Legislative Luncheon 

 
Don Stypula will get invitations out to all legislators and staff for the luncheon.  He will 
also distribute maps for attendees.  Everyone should meet in the Anderson House 
building in the morning.  Don will have representatives from the MTA, MML, and MAC 
there. 

 
8. Other 

 
Jim Buck reported Al Vanderberg has accepted the chair of the Nominating committee.  
Joining the committee are Cindy Fox and Steven Patrick.  Their first assignment will be 
to replace Audrey Nevins on the Executive committee. 

 
9. Adjournment – 1:35 


