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1. Call To Order

The meeting was called to order at 12:15 by Secretary Kurt Kimball.  

2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the April Executive Committee meeting were reviewed.  
MOTION – to Approve the April 2004 minutes of the GVMC Executive Committee Meeting.  MOVE – VerHeulen.  SUPPORT – Root.  MOTION CARRIED.

3. Review of Financial Statements
Treasurer Cy Moore reported on the financial statement.  GVMC is on budget and where we expected to be to date.  Revenue over expense is approx. $29,000.  The Board expense is off, due to the $5,000 dedicated to the local government curriculum.  The annual audit fees were more than expected due to additional work going back to 1996 items which were questioned by MDOT.  Otherwise, everything is in line, as is REGIS.   
Kurt Kimball noted the financial report was accepted into record.
4. Planning Department

Don Stypula reported the “boiler plate” contracts for both Farr and Associates and Criterion Planners were included in the packet.  However, there are several items that have been flagged by Jim Brown of Mika Meyers which will likely be amended.  The items are not sustentative, but will protect GVMC in the contract agreement.

MOTION – To put the Farr and Associates; and Criterion Planners contracts on the June Board agenda, with the understanding that the changes suggested by counsel will be made to the documents before that time.  MOVE – Root.  SUPPORT – Delabbio.  MOTION CARRIED.

5. REGIS

A.  Appointment of Jerry Homminga to REGIS Board.
MOTION – To appoint Jerry Homminga to the REGIS Board.  MOVE – VerHeulen.  SUPPORT – Delabbio.  MOTION CARRIED.
B. REGIS Bylaws Amendment

Brian Berdanier explained the proposed amendment to the REGIS bylaws which would allow for current non-members to join with reduced buy-in costs.  New members with less than $100,000 of buy-in would receive 1 vote.  Communities which have shown interest in the new membership option include Cannon, Courtland and Algoma.
Kurt Kimball questioned whether the all of the REGIS members needed to approve any change to the bylaws or added members.

Brian Berdanier stated that the membership and bylaws were approved only by the REGIS Board, and did not require approval by each and every REGIS member community. 
MOTION – To move the REGIS bylaw amendment to the GVMC Board agenda.  MOVE – Hilton.  SUPPORT – Delabbio.  MOTION CARRIED.
6. Transportation and Legislation Update
Don Stypula reported on TEA-21.  Movement looks hopeful.  Senate leadership came into agreement on how to proceed.  The bills will be moved into a conference committee and the differences will be worked out after the Memorial Day break.  There are reports that the President is willing to sign a bill of up to $299 billion.  

Abed Itani reported that even though the President may sign a bill of up to $299 billion, this really is no indication of how much money will actually be available.  It could be a gimmick.  The true indicator will be how much is actually obligated.  Only the amount actually obligated will be distributed, which could be an entirely different number.  It has happened in the past.  And SEMAC funds have not even been addressed.

Don Stypula reported on the MDOT Budget – MDOT is in opposition of SB1147 & HB 5762.  Transportation funding is getting caught in the fight between Senator Johnson and Director Jeff.  
Abed Itani stated these two pieces of legislation would give legislators final approval of our 5-year plan.  Now the MPO get the final decision.  Under this legislation, even TIP approval and amendments will have to be approved by Lansing.  It would make the process very political and totally disregard our technical analysis.  The entire system would be changed as local representatives and experts would no longer make final project determinations. It is contrary to federal law.  However, SB 1147 & HB 5762 potentially could give a second chance to those areas which lost projects, as it would give the opportunity to have them reinstated by the legislature.
MOTION – To support the resolution opposing SB 1147 & HB 5762 and move them to the June Board Agenda.  MOVE – Root.  SUPPORT – Delabbio.  MOTION CARRIED.  (OPPOSED – Knudsen).

Don Stypula reported on Revenue Sharing – Revenue sharing is not currently on the list to be cut.  The cigarette tax has again been rejected.  This issue should be resolved by July 4.  The economy is trending up.  Ken Sikkema will release a list of suggested cuts next week and Don will get it to all members before that time for their review.
Mobile Homes – All but one of the mobile home bills have emerged from committee.  The bills will include a $1.50 per month increase in fees per year for 6 years, and then phase in to regular property tax with the first $5,000 of value exempted. 

7. Other

At the June GVMC Board meeting we will have a presentation regarding the proposed Kent County Wildlife Park.

8. Adjourn – 1:30
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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