
 1 

Grand Valley Metro Council 

Executive Committee Meeting 

 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 
12:00 pm 

 
Grand Valley Metro Council 

40 Pearl Street NW, Suite 410 
Grand Rapids, MI 

 
 

MEETING NOTES 
 

Present 

Jim Buck        City of Grandville 
Don Hilton, Sr.       Gaines Township 
Jim Miedema        Jamestown Township 
Cy Moore        Council Treasurer 
Rick Root        City of Kentwood 
 

Absent 

Daryl Delabbio       Kent County 
Audrey Nevins       Byron Township 
Carol Sheets        City of Wyoming 
Alan Vanderberg       Ottawa County 
 
 

Other 

Abed Itani        Grand Valley Metro Council 
Leon Branderhorst       Grand Valley Metro Council 
Andy Bowman       Grand Valley Metro Council 
Gayle McCrath       Grand Valley Metro Council 
Craig Paul        Kent County 
Don Stypula        Grand Valley Metro Council 
Greg Sundstrom       City of Grand Rapids 
Michael Young       City of Rockford 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:10 pm by Chair Jim Buck. 
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2. Legislative 

a. Transportation Funding 

 

Don Stypula discussed the ongoing need for increased transportation funding.  
Proposals are being considered at the state level, but it is unknown whether or not there 
will be any movement on them.  At the federal level, SAFETEA-LU is up for 
reauthorization. 
 

b. Legislative Lunch 

 

Don Stypula reported the Legislative Luncheon was not well attended, but he felt it was 
worth while.  The next time GVMC will host a legislative event will be in 2010 and it 
will be at our offices in the 100 seat conference room GVMC will have access to.  After 
the 2010 primary we will invite all of the candidates in and give them out talking 
points.  In 2011 we will go back to Lansing probably in February and we will take a 
bus.  Meanwhile, a delegation from the Legislative Committee will make quarterly 
visits to legislators in Lansing. 
 

c. Publishing Requirements 

 

Legislation will soon be introduced to change the requirement to publish public notices 
in newspapers.  The newspaper industry is heading downhill fast and electronic forms 
of communication could offer better notification options for the public.  The Legislative 
Committee has authorized Don to work on GVMC’s behalf on this issue. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

MOTION - To Approve the April 2009, GVMC Executive Committee Minutes.  

MOVE – Miedema.  SUPPORT – Hilton.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

4. Report from Nominating Committee 

 

Al Vanderberg reported the Nomination Committee met to consider candidates for the 
two vacant seats on the Executive Committee, those previously held by Kurt Kimball and 
Audrey Nevis. Several issues were considered such as different forms of equity including 
region, male/female, city/township, etc.  The Nominating Committee recommends the 
appointment of Eric DeLong from the City of Grand Rapids (Mayor Heartwell may take 
this seat in the future); and Cindy Fox of Cascade Township. 
 
MOTION – To Approve the Appointment of Eric DeLong and Cindy Fox to the 

Executive Committee.  MOVE – Vanderberg.  SUPORT – Moore.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 
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5. Resolution Allowing GVMC to Accept U.S. EPA Brownfield Grants 

 

Don Stypula reported he has met with the Right Place to apply for two grants along the 
Rapid Transit Corridor.  The first attempt to authorize a millage failed.  However, the 
EPA is allowing the use of the grant to do environmental work along the corridor on a 
project by project basis.  Don will work with the Right Place to draft a resolution to allow 
Don to take the next steps. 
 
Al Vanderberg asked if it would result in any increased expense to GVMC. 
 
Don Stypula stated it would not.  All time spent on the project by staff would be covered 
by the grant. 
 

MOTION – To Approve a Resolution Allowing GVMC to Accept the EPA Grant 

and take the next steps in the Process.  MOVE – Moore.  SUPPORT – Root.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

6. Update on GVMC / REGIS Memo Of Understanding 

 

Jim Buck reported the Memo Of Understanding was reviewed by Jim Brown of Mika 
Meyers and several changes were suggested.   
 
The following paragraph was added to clarify the authorities of GVMC and REGIS: 
 
“It is understood that the authority of the REGIS Board, the authority of the GVMC 
Board in relation to REGIS and their respective operational relationships are basically 
established in the respective bylaws and other foundation documents. REGIS and GVMC 
have operated for several years, and will continue to operate, under the terms of these 
provisions, but it is desirable to state, in addition, some of the particular procedures and 
activities that have arisen in practice and which are largely implementations or 
refinements of relevant bylaws and other provisions”. 
 
Per Jim Brown, the MOU is not intended to, nor could it; alter the authorities granted to 
each per their respective Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation.  With the addition of this 
clarification paragraph, there is no need to modify the Bylaws of GVMC or REGIS.   
 
All present stated all concerns about the document had been addressed. 
 
MOTION – To Approve the GVMC REGIS Memo Of Understanding be Moved to 

the GVMC Board Agenda.  MOVE – Root.  SUPPORT – MOORE.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 
 

7. Office Move 

 

Don Stypula reported the office move was going well.  The walls and electrical were up.  
The additional wiring resulted in an increased construction cost of $1,500 but it will save 
$20,000 over ten years time.  It is expected the move will take place on or about July 6. 
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8. Growing Communities Conference 

 

Andy Bowman reported on the progress towards the Growing Communities Conference 
which will take place on June 5, at the Prince Center. 

 

9. Executive Director’s Annual Review 

 

The staff was excused while the Executive Committee considered the annual review of 
the Executive Director. 

 

10. Adjournment – 1:35 


