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GRAND VALLEY METROPOLITAN COUNCIL  
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
June 14, 2006 

 
9:30 a.m.  

 
40 Pearl St. NW Ste. 410 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. Call To Order 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: 
Chuck Bloom   Cannon Township 
Jim Day   Kent County 
Mike DeVries   Grand Rapids Township 
Erika Rosebrook Dibble Ottawa County 
Don Hilton   Gaines Township 
Bill Holland   Georgetown Township 
Gayle McCrath  Grand Valley Metro Council 
Deborah Nier   City of Wayland 
Rick Root   City of Kentwood 
Don Stypula   Grand Valley Metro Council 
Ted Vonk   Kent County 
 
2. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Rick Root called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
 
MOTION – To Approve the April Legislative Committee Minutes.  MOVE – Holland.  
SUPPORT – Hilton.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
4. Telecommunications Franchising 
Don Stypula explained current developments in the telecommunications franchising issue.  
Lansing is holding its third hearing on the issue.  MTA was not allowed to testify last week.  
However, quazi citizen “faith-based” citizens groups were. 
 
There is no plan to move the legislation before summer break, which will be the last week in 
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June.  Through the summer, the House and Senate will hold meetings on Wednesdays. 
 
If the legislation moves this year, it will most probably be in late December during the lame 
duck session if Gov. Granholm is reelected.  If she is not, it will probably be reintroduced 
under the new Governor and move quickly. 
 
Federal legislation is moving quicker.  The House has approved the bill.   
 
Mike DeVries asked if the fight has been lost. 
 
Mr. Stypula said not necessarily.  The House bill is bad.  Senator’s Levin and Stabenow are 
interested in talking with us.  Don will reconfigure the letters expressing our position, and 
get them to the Senators through their representatives in the area.  It would require 60 votes 
in the Senate to pass, and this is unlikely. 
 
Levin and Stabenow have a record of listening to the MML, MTA & MAC. 
 
Chuck Bloom questioned how the Governor feels about the issue. 
 
Don Stypula reported the Governor’s Legislative Director has not answered the question.  
 
It issue is also progressing at the administrative level with a new rule recently printed in the 
Federal Register.  There are 90 days open for public comment.  It is possible they could just 
adopt the rule. 
 
 
5. Elimination / Replacement of the Single Business Tax 
 
The elimination of the Single Business Tax will take place.  There are several options being 
proposed, replacing revenue with fees or gross receipts tax, but most would fall short of 
replacing the revenue by approximately $500 million.  Once all the signatures are verified, 
the House and Senate will move quickly to pass legislation that repeals the tax by December 
2007. 
 
Chuck Bloom asked what is meant by a gross receipts tax. 
 
Don Stypula stated they didn’t have a good definition on what that meant. 
 
Chuck Bloom reported there is a lot of talk about Michigan being a high tax state, and the 
SBT is a confusing tax, but according to a report printed by the Citizens Research Council, 
Michigan actually falls about in the middle regarding taxation. 
 
Don Hilton asked why Lansing would rather write legislation to address the issue than put it 
to a vote of the people. 
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Don Stypula indicated it was due to effective lobbying. 
 
Bill VerHulst asked if they would consider a tax on gross profits. 
 
Don Stypula stated no, they have already debated gross profits vs. gross receipts. 
 
6. Process for Evaluating State Ballot Proposals 
 
Don Stypula discussed establishing a process for evaluating ballot proposals.  Should we 
evaluate them and if so, what should the methodology be? 
 
Organizations are prohibited from using public funds to promote a position on ballot 
proposals.  Public organizations are allowed to take a position; however, they cannot urge 
anyone for or against it.  The resolution can be distributed with the meeting minutes as part 
of the normal distribution process, but not as a separate mailing.  Don indicated he would 
communicate these rules to all members. 
 
 
Mike DeVries stated GVMC could get involved in a lot of issues which may be better off 
left alone.  We first need to look at how it affects GVMC and its communities.  Some of the 
more controversial subjects it may be better to not address.   K-16 is somewhat 
controversial.  If you oppose it, you appear to oppose education funding, however it is bad 
fiscal policy to make this kind of promise only to education at the detriment of all others. If 
this committee deems an issue relevant to GVMC and/or its communities, then the 
committee should make a decision if it wants to take a position on it or not, and then make a 
recommendation to the board. 
 
Don Stypula asked if the committee desired to invite someone from the K-16 coalition to 
hear their pitch, or if they would like him to bring a resolution in opposition to the 
committee next month?  I will get the resolution to you in a couple of weeks for your 
review. 
 
 
7. Update on Proposal to Sunset Tax Captures under DDAs 
 
There was a meeting of the DDA subcommittee a month and a half ago.  It is unlikely that in 
the remaining time the Kooiman bill will get passed.  The general consensus is that it is 
worthwhile to discuss the issue here and to develop a consensus opinion and memorandum 
of understanding or agreement. 
 
There was a question on who is pushing Rep. Kooiman on this legislation. 
 
Don Stypula indicated Kooiman is pushing himself. 
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Discussion ensued regarding the benefits of DDAs. 
 
Jim Day stressed that he doesn’t want the County to be interpreted that it is against DDAs, 
but it wants to be at the table because if they don’t opt. out initially, there is no chance for it 
to ever occur in the future. 
 
8. Adjourn – 10:40 a.m. 


