Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee
Friday, November 17, 2006
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by McWhertor at 8:05 AM.

Members Present:

Caryl Sue Abendroth



Citizen

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Rick Sullivan




Center for Environmental Study

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:

Bonnie Shupe




Cannon Township

Kendra Wills




MSU Extension

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula 




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for September, 2006 were accepted.
3. Staff Updates:
A.  Evaluation Recap
Andy Bowman recapped the evaluations from the 2006 Growing Communities Conference.
B. Budget Discussion

Andy Bowman reviewed that the budget was in the black for the 2006 conference.

Tom McWhertor questioned whether the overage from 2005 would carry over to the 2006 budget.

Don Stypula indicated it would.

Rick Chapla questioned if there was still nervousness associated with the conference financially.

Don Stypula stated there was not.

The location of the Prince Center was reviewed.

4.
Work Session
Andy Bowman initiated a discussion on an issue he and Rick Chapla have been reviewing.  He suggested a more formal coordination with other organizations regarding the topic and type of their land use events.  Andy reported all of the organizations would benefit so that was no overlap of dates or subject matter; and that each could develop an area of specialty to focus on.  He stated that he and Jay Hoekstra saw a need to focus on practical application of the land use tools which have been developed, and narrow in on the public official audience.
Rick Chapla stated that he and Andy are part of a coordinating and planning committee for the West Michigan Strategic Alliance summit.  Other organizations and groups are doing similar events.  Even deeper collaborations could be coordinated in an event series format.

Land use, sustainability, and green infrastructure focused organizations could create a joint coordinating council.  It would review speaker and theme coordination, as well as cost sharing.  Organizations could include MSU, Strategic Alliance, United Growth, GVMC, Michigan Planners, Leadership West Michigan and Muskegon County.

Tom McWhertor asked who would coordinate it all.
Judy Barnes stated that it was a great idea, and it was just the tip of the iceberg.

Carol Townsend stated there is a problem in keeping people in silos.  Integrating audiences has its benefits.

Judy Barnes added that each organization wants to make sure it is true to its mission.  

Rick Sullivan suggested the series could be created in a 3 day format, where people could pick and choose which day and which presentation to attend.

Rick Chapla added that they could also coordinate an event and have breakouts for each respective group, and then come together for lunch.

Andy Bowman stated that if they are serious about getting practical tools out to the Planning Commissions, this would be a way to reach this wider audience.

Tom McWhertor asked why Planning Commissioners typically don’t attend the conference.  Was there a cost issue?

Andy Bowman stated they haven’t for the history of the conference.  It most probably is the added time involved and that they would have to take time off of their day job to attend. Most of our interaction through GVMC has been through the elected officials, but they have always been asked to encourage their Planning Commissions to attend.

Dan Hula indicated the elected officials need to pressure their Planning Commissions to attend.

Andy Bowman reiterated that he and Jay Hoekstra would like to do more practical applications and training to be used at the planner and Planning Commission level.

Jim Buck asked if there again was going to be a partnership with Rick Jelier of GVSU and Soji from MSU.

Andy Bowman reported we will be using the Prince Center this year rather than the Eberhard Center of GVSU.  Rich Jelier’s sponsorship consisted of a break on the rental price for the facility.  However, he has not indicated he would not be interested in a partnership again this year.  Soji is already working on his event.  Last year we had a good working relationship, and this year he has had some staff changes.
Carol Townsend stated that Soji is a big picture thinker and he wants to coordinate.  He has a great staff.

Tom McWhertor stated he thought it would be best to coordinate geographically on the west side of the state and let Soji coordinate with the east side.

Rick Chapla stated that the foundations would like to see a more collaborative approach.


Tom McWhertor asked if the organizations within the area that WMSA covers cannot coordinate, than how can it be coordinated on a larger level?  GVMC needs more visibility.  The conference is also a marketing tool.  It can’t be everything to everyone. 

Rick Sullivan stated coordination is a really good idea.  Leading up to the event there can be a lot of marketing and excitement so that everyone feels compelled to go, with the conferences happening at the same time.


Tom McWhertor stated you could start with a grid which lists dates, subjects, audiences, etc., and publish it.


Jim Buck stated he feels it would be great to coordinate with WMSA and does not feel it is a threat.


Carol Townsend stated they could use the synergy to get coordinated media coverage.


Don Stypula stated he would call Soji today to get his input.


Tom McWhertor stated we need to get more of the general public, maybe starting at 2:30 or 3:00 p.m. and including dinner.

4. Other Items of Business

Caryl Sue Abendroth reported she would be taking a sabbatical from the PIE Committee as a project she is working on will need more of her focus in the coming year.  She anticipates at some time she will return to service on the committee.


5. Adjournment
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