Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, December 15, 2006
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by McWhertor at 8:40 AM.

Members Present:

Caryl Sue Abendroth



Citizen

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Rick Sullivan




Center for Environmental Study

Members Absent:

Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Kendra Wills




MSU Extension

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Countil

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula 




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The corrected minutes for November, 2006 were accepted.
3. Work Session
Andy Bowman stated today’s main goal was to decide a theme and breakout sessions for the Growing Communities Conference.
The following theme suggestion and breakout sessions were discussed:

Ideas for 2007 Growing Communities Conference

Theme: Examining the variety and types of infrastructure and the development associated with that. Replace, maintain, build new out?

Key Note: 1 Morning, 1 Lunch
· Governor Granholm – Land Use Leadership Council – Where’s the Regionalism? 

· Heads of Michigan House and Senate – Where are we at with Regional Planning?

· Robert Cervero

· Lou Glazer or someone from his office

· Rustem – What should we be planning for based on what Michigan will look like in 5 or 10 years? 

· Development along transit lines – Developer from Oregon

· Lou Anna Simon, President of MSU – Partnerships among educational institutions

· Dave Ivan, Community Economic Development Specialist with MSU Extension – Mixed use, cool cities, What Michigan needs to be for the future.

· Jackie Grinshaw of Center for Neighborhood Technology - Chicago

Breakout Sessions: Need 4 – 10 depending on whether or not repeated and audience size expectation of each session.

· Infrastructure redevelopment for revitalized neighborhoods.

· ITP

· “Boomtown” author

· How public transit impacts development and redevelopment.  Density issues in transportation as they apply to the willingness to redevelop in appropriate way (Mixed Use, walkable neighborhoods?)

· Transportation – GVMC Transportation Department

· Greenbuilt

· Coordinating of Services

· REGIS – How REGIS can enhance the decision making process on infrastructure and development for public officials.

· Indicators Project

· Practical applications for planners and planning commissions

· School placement from a public investment standpoint.  Panel of superintendents (maybe those retired).  Advise that development is not going to continue in outlying areas as in the past, and the population is dropping, not increasing.  Land Use Institute’s report (Andy Guy).

· Green Infrastructure

· Water and Sewer discussion

· Governor’s Task Force on Sustainability.  Eminent Domain.  Funding future infrastructure projects.

· Muskegon First – Nancy Crandall

4. Next Meeting January 19, 2007
5. Adjournment
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