Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee
Friday, May 12, 2006
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by McWhertor at 8:10 AM.

Members Present:

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Rick Sullivan




Center for Environmental Study

Carol Townsend 




MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:

Caryl Sue Abendroth



Citizen

Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Bonnie Shupe




Cannon Township
Kendra Wills




MSU Extension
Others Present: 

Andy Bowman




Grand Valley Metro Council
Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council
Priscilla Martin




Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath




Grand Valley Metro Council
Don Stypula 




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for April 21, 2006 were accepted with corrections.
3. Staff Updates:  
None
4. Work Session
A. Growing Communities Conference
Martin announced that sponsorships to date equal $8,250.  Stypula questioned whether this includes the $3,000 promised from the UCB?  It did not since the funds have not been received yet.
Martin distributed a copy of this year’s conference evaluation form for PIE members to review and approve.  Martin noted that she had removed two questions from last year due to lack of response.  These questions were: 

· Frederik Meijer Gardens has been the location of the past few conferences.  Is this a satisfactory location for future conferences?  If not what other locations would you suggest?

· Beyond the registration costs would you or your organization be willing to provide conference underwriting assistance.  If so how much and name of organization?

There were no objections so Martin will proceed with copies.  

Martin distributed an updated copy of the conference schedule noting the time changes.  Stypula noted that Kurt Kimball of the City of Grand Rapids has asked for 15 minutes during the lunch to make an announcement.  After discussions it was decided to let Kimball go first, then to have the Blueprint Awards, followed by the keynote speaker.  Martin to adjust the schedule accordingly.
It was discussed that we need to get the media involved more with the conference and Blueprint Awards.  It was stated that Kimball’s announcement should help draw the media.  Townsend suggested offering a free lunch to the media to get them to stay for the Blueprint Awards.  It was suggested to have a media photo opportunity for the Blueprint Awards prior to the luncheon in addition to a press release prior to the event.  All agreed that this was a good idea.  

Townsend updated PIE members on the breakout session that she is organizing regarding United Growth urban/rural partnerships.  The first session is to include speakers from East Hills – Center of the Universe, the Midtown planning process including the Farmers Market, and the open space collaboration efforts of six townships in East Kent County.  The second session will cover United Growth efforts in Kent County, Muskegon County, and Michigan as a whole.  

Townsend questions whether there would be a local Grand Rapids representative included in the Land Use Dispute breakout with Dave Gruber.  Hoekstra and Bowman to look into.  
Bowman noted that he was working with Eva Sitek in designing the conference brochure.  McWhertor stated that for Calvin’s $500 conference sponsorship they would be willing to print up the brochure.  Any additional or remaining balance can be billed at a later date.  It was suggested to include a blurb in the brochure about what GVMC does.  
B. Blueprint Awards 2006
Bowman stated that there was one project submitted on the program/policy side and three projects submitted on the design/development side.  
Program/Policy Projects
1.  Holland Area Neighborhood District Enhancements 
· Submitted by Design Plus, Inc.
  

· Blueprint Award Categories that the project was submitted under included:
· Land Use Patterns - public places, retail infill to fill gaps.
· Transportation – traffic calming
· Utilities Infrastructure

· Environment/Conservation – reuse of vacant and underutilized buildings
· Citizen Participation & Education - Citizen Involvement, Community Design & Cooperation -  charrettes process
· Equity and Property Rights

·  The goal of the neighborhood commercial improvement plan is to encourage rejuvenation of neighborhood commercial districts through design.

· $2,000 rebates are given for exterior improvements that meet the designs created.  
· Includes 11 districts
· Program is in place but not yet developed

· Public involvement is better is some areas then others
The Program/Policy Committee recommended that this project receive a Blueprint Award. All PIE members present concurred that this project was deserving of an award.  

Design/Development Projects
1. Martineau Apartments – Downtown Grand Rapids

· Submitted by Dwelling Place
· Blueprint Award Categories:
· Transportation – Traffic calming

· Share Resources Regionally - Affordable Housing

· Neighborhood Enhancement & Revitalization

· Environment - Sustainability – LEED certified

· Leadership – Community capacity building

· Rehabilitation of four buildings encompassing three elements that focus on the arts as a tool for economic revitalization.

· Live/Work spaces for low-to-moderate income artists

· Two commercial spaces for studio/gallery space.

· Streetscape redesigned.

· Largest and first Cool Cities Project in Michigan.

2. The Baker Lofts – Holland, MI

· Submitted by Bosgraaf Commercial

· Blueprint Award Categories:

· Neighborhood Enhancement and Revitalization

· Transportation - Traffic Reduction/Calming

· Environments - Greenways Network

· Renovated Baker Furniture factory which closed in 2004.  
· Residential and Retail

· Originally planned for apartments but due to lack of interest switched to condos.

· Price range from $147,000 - $250,000.

3. East Hills Center (of the Universe)

· Submitted by Bazzoni Associates

· Blueprint Award Categories:

· Neighborhood Enhancement & Revitalization

· Environment – Sustainability – LEED certified
· Brownfield redevelopment Project

· Residential & Retail
· Neighborhood Collaboration

· Cool Cities catalyst project.

· Green roof and rain garden system

McWhertor commented that both Martineau and East Hills were deserving of an award.  Members present agreed.  Townsend noted that the collaboration efforts on these two projects differed.  Where Martineau was initiated by a developer, East Hills was initiated by the neighborhood association who then brought in a developer.

MOVED by Sullivan, SUPPORTED by Townsend to approve both Martineau Apartments and East Hills Center (of the Universe) to receive Blueprint Awards.  MOTION CARRIED.  
5. Other Items of Business
· Hoekstra distributed a handout regarding an upcoming PDR celebration event taking place on Monday at 10:00 AM.
· Hoekstra announced that they won a National award from the Institute of Traffic Engineering for the Form Base Code Study.  They will be applying for additional awards in the near future.  
6. Future Agenda Items/Next Meeting Date: 

The PIE Committee meets on the 3rd Friday of every month at Grand Valley Metro Council at 8:00 AM.  However, the next PIE meeting has been re-scheduled for Friday, June 23, 2006.  
7. Adjournment:

McWhertor adjourned the committee meeting at about 9:35 AM.
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