Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee
Friday, September 15, 2006
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by McWhertor at 8:10 AM.

Members Present:

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Chris Hall (for Judy Barnes)


Home Builders Association

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Bonnie Shupe




Cannon Township

Rick Sullivan




Center for Environmental Study

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:

Caryl Sue Abendroth



Citizen

Kendra Wills




MSU Extension

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula 




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for June, 2006 were accepted.
3. Staff Updates:
A.  Budget Analysis


Andy Bowman reported financially, the conference was in the black.  This will help make up for lost revenues in the past and keep a buffer for next year’s conference.  Expenses were lower across the board.  Registration was lower (140 paying), but sponsorship was higher than anticipated.  Sponsorship funds from MDOT still have not been received.


Don Stypula stated he would get the sponsorship money from MDOT.


Tom McWhertor asked whether GVMC’s accounting system allows for overages from one year to be carried on to the next.  He stated his does not.


Don Stypula stated yes it does.


Andy Bowman indicated that possibly a portion of fund balance could be earmarked for this purpose.


Don Stypula stated after the audit was complete, he would ask for a budget amendment to transfer funds from fund balance to the Growing Communities Conference.


Andy Bowman reported using a lot of local speakers helped to make the speaker expense lower.  Money contributed by the City of Grand Rapids was earmarked for the national speakers.

Tom McWhertor indicated the conference is more financially feasible if this model is followed.


Andy Bowman reported the venue change also resulted in considerable savings.


Bonnie Shupe stated she recently attended an event at the Prince Center and asked how that compared to the Eberhard Center?


Gayle McCrath reported the Eberhard Center is not available on June 14, 2007.  The Prince Center is and the facilities would be big enough to hold the event.


Discussion ensued regarding the benefit of holding the event downtown, parking options, ease of location, etc.


Jim Buck asked if Rich Jelier was interested in continuing their partnership even if the conference is held in a different location.


Andy Bowman indicated he believed he would.

Discussion ensued regarding committee members’ preference on location.

Gayle McCrath was given direction to start arrangements with the Prince Center for the June 14 date.


Tom McWhertor asked if others should be involved in the planning if we are to have a true partnership.
4. Work Session

A.  Other Conferences Taking Place


Andy Bowman reported Soji is moving forward with plans for their 2007 and 2008 conferences.  They are moving forward without integrating with us.


Don Stypula stated he would talk with Jason Mayland today to find out what Soji’s intentions are.  He also reported he is involved in another group which is interested in intergovernmental cooperation.  They are doing something in March.  That should not be a conflict.


Andy reported the RJI Government Group was doing a mini summit in on October 27.


Jay Hoekstra reported there was a presentation on Life Between the Buildings at Calvin on November 6 or 9th which addresses the psychology of space on people.

Green Infrastructure on October 17.

B.  Conference Preliminaries for Next Year

Conference Topics

Andy Bowman stated a lot of things have been done regarding low impact, green built, storm water, density, green infrastructure, plat act, etc.

Dan Hula reported maybe it is time to look at how successful we have been on these issues.  GVMC has put a lot of effort into storm water, blueprint, etc.  The Land Use Leadership Council came out with recommendations.  Some areas have had terrific success.

Bonnie Shupe asked would this intrigue the city participants as well.
Andy Bowman stated you could focus on the affordability, which would attract both urban and rural.

Dan Hula suggested inclusionary Zoning is another topic.  
Jim Buck reported on the book Boomtown.  The author of this book might attract smaller cities.  It pertains to cities as large as Big Rapids or Traverse City.

Dan Hula stated zoning ordnances forbid building mixed use types of villages such as Cedar Springs, Sand Lake and Sparta.

Andy Bowman added the economy; the WIRED initiative; and George Ericheck on the industry of the future are more ideas.  Incubation of certain types of industry may need planning changes, home occupation, etc

Tom McWhertor stated those are sort of the Gallas ideas.  How about using a name more recognizable to draw in a larger crowd?

Jim Buck asked if the key note speaker by controversial rather than speaking to the choir.  I don’t know if the New Agenda for a New Michigan would be worn out by then, but something has got to give.  

Jay Hoekstra – It could tie into the PAL grant; looking for goods and services within the region, economic data & focus groups, etc. 

Carol Townsend asked who the audience is.  If it is professional planners, the topic should be narrower.  If it is the others, the economy topic would be broader.

Dan Hula stated originally developers, decision makers, and environmentalists who weren’t communicating.  With this focus, we didn’t have a problem getting sponsors.  The PIE Committee gets its direction from GVMC, and therefore should focus on filling its goals.

Andy Bowman reported usually our core still consists of that audience, but we could expand or narrow the focus.

Rick Sullivan stated the Growing Community topics have evolved from being cutting edge to relevant.
Bonnie Shupe stated the economic advantage of using low impact development would be a good topic.  
Rick Sullivan stated all of the speakers could address the economic impact of whatever particular topic they are discussing.

Carol Townsend suggested connecting what is going on in the city and suburbs economy wise.

Andy Bowman added living more sustainably and efficiently.

Carol Townsend stated housing affordability hand gentrification has not been addressed.

Tom McWhertor asked who would be able to address this, Miron Orfield?

Carol Townsend stated Soji is an economist and may have some interesting ideas.  He could tie in the agriculture sector with this being the 2nd largest industry.  Also Dr. Taylor.
Rick Sullivan added the idea of the economic costs of moving schools out to the fringe.

Rick Sullivan also suggested the Andy Guy of the Land Use Institute.

Carol Townsend suggested Bill Seidman or Lou Glasier.

5. Future Agenda Items / Meeting Date


Next meeting will take place on Friday, October 20th, at 8:00 a.m. at the GVMC offices.

6. Adjournment
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