Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, January 19, 2007
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by McWhertor at 8:45 AM.

Members Present:

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Members Absent:

Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Rick Sullivan




Center for Environmental Study

Kendra Wills




MSU Extension

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula 




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for December, 2006 were accepted.
3. Work Session
Jay Hoekstra distributed and reviewed a spreadsheet of proposed breakout sessions and key note speakers, based on last month’s discussion.  The proposed theme is public infrastructure and its impact.  Infrastructure, if done well, supports good community.  

The following sessions were suggested in the grid:

· Sewer and Water Utilities in Metro GR – Fishbeck 

· REGIS City Works (Dharmesh)

· Trains, Trolleys, and Transit (ITP Consultant) (twice)

·  Energy, Farms, Sewers, and the Economy. Infrastructure, Agriculture, and PDR (Multiple presenters)

· Green Neighborhood Design – LEED – ND (Doug Farr, Keith Winn, Jay) (twice)

· Can Small Towns Be Cool (Dave Ivan)

· Existing Neighborhoods and Infrastructure (Midtown and SWAN Neighborhoods)

· Trains, Trolleys and Development (Portland Developer, Andy)

· Intelligent Transportation (Abed)

The following were proposed as key note speakers:

· Bruce Katz, Brookings Institute, Smart Infrastructure
· Tom Clay, Citizen’s Research Council, Michigan’s Financial Resources
Discussion
It was noted that Tom Clay will be presenting at the February 14th GVMC event, and therefore would not be a good candidate to present at the conference.

Bonnie Blackledge stated that there seemed to be too many offerings dedicated to trolleys.  Rural participants probably wouldn’t be attracted to this program list.  She stated that she would like to see one track dedicated to rural area interests.

Andy Bowman indicated that the sewer and water sessions would be regional, not just core city.

Rick Chapla indicated we needed to be prepared to address all issues regarding sewer and water, including the “sacred cows”.

Dan Hula reported the problem with sewer infrastructure is that it is driven by politics, not by engineers.

Bonnie Blackledge asked if there could be a sewer session which would also include septic systems and alternative systems.  Committee members indicated this would be preferred.

Don Stypula stated the ITP and Portland developer sessions could be combined, and ITP would sponsor the Portland developer. 

An inquiry was made as to whether a track could be dedicated to green infrastructure and low impact development.

Andy Bowman indicated there could be a session on LEED.

It was determined that the “Can Small Towns Be Cool” session was a good idea and should stay in the lineup.

Andy Bowman indicated he would want the key note speaker to include how state, local and federal money is allocated in relations to best spots and cool small towns, as well as rust belt politics.
Regarding the Midtown and Swan session it was noted that infrastructure is a big factor in redevelopment, and at times can be a barrier to redevelopment.

Rick Chapla stated he felt context sensitive design as applies to MDOT should be a session.

Dan Hula added there needs to be a focus on how planning, engineering and politics effectively interact.

Jay Hoekstra suggested local officials could point to these standards to give them leverage.  Public involvement is not happening at the right time.

Don Stypula asked if it would be beneficial to have the MDOT Director speak.  We could focus the presentation on context sensitive design and have questions and answers by local officials.

Bonnie Blackledge asked if it would be possible to have the MDOT Director speak on context sensitive design at lunch, and then have a breakout session where questions and problems on the issue were brought up by locals.
Jay Hoekstra asked if it would be possible to have the MDOT director focus his lunch talk on the standards, so as to avoid a canned political speech.

Andy Bowman stated we could ask him to connect the standards with the Governor’s directive in the lunch presentation.
Don Stypula stated he has known the MDOT Director for a long time and whatever we outline is what he will present on.  It will not be a canned political speech.

Carol Townsend stated the breakout should have a couple of engineers, neighborhood representatives, etc. posing questions regarding how to improve and speed up compliance.

Andy Bowman indicated it would be important to include the County Road Commission.  Maybe Steve Warren or Jon Rice.

Rick Chapla stated a representative from the Ottawa County Road Commission might be more innovative.

Tom McWhertor asked if Don Stypula was sure the MDOT Director would stay on focus and not just get defensive.  Will he say the right thing as a speaker?

Don Stypula stated there would be no problem as the MDOT Director was a problem solver.  He stated he would meet with the MDOT Director to discuss the presentation and make sure he handles it right. 

Carol Townsend asked if the Strategic Alliance should do a presentation on the “Indicators”.

Andy Bowman stated they were planning a rollout of the “Indicators” in October.

Bonnie Blackledge stated they could be an exhibitor and promote their October conference.
Tom McWhertor stated a walk through the reserve could be included in the program.  Tom will check on this.

Rick Chapla asked if alternative energy infrastructure in general, rather than just agricultural might be better.  It could include wind, photo, bio., etc.

4. Decision
· Combine ITP presentations with Portland Developer presentation

· Add a sewer session which focused on septic and alternative systems

· Add a session in which the MDOT Director could field questions from locals.

· Add all alternative energies (wind, photo, etc.) to the Food and Fuel infrastructure session. 
· Take out Tom Clay and add the MDOT Director as the lunch speaker.
5. Action Items

· Firm up all of these sessions and speakers
6. Next Meeting February 16, 2007
7. Adjournment
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