Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, October 26, 2007
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Chair Tom McWhertor at 8:10 AM.

Members Present:

Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Members Absent:
Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for September 2007, were reviewed and received.
3. Discussion on Topics for 2008 Growing Communities Conference
Dan Hula discussed the possible theme of Blueprint and its progress.

Andy Bowman suggested revisiting the theme of regionalism with a Blueprint progress session.

Judy Barnes commented that current low impact developments and not doing well right now.

Rick Chapla suggested a comparison and contrast critique on new urbanism developments.  What works, where we have been and where we are going.  Parallels could be helpful with developers.
Discussion ensued.  Critique might be demoralizing and counterproductive.

Rick Chapla – Stay on the positive side, not critique – Case study.

Bonnie Blackledge suggested revisiting lots of things.  Maybe including a speaker from where new urbanism is working.

Andy Bowman reported the LEED group is developing a manual for low impact development statewide.  It could make a good session.

Dan Hula suggested form based code tied into master plans and the implications.

Bonnie Blackledge suggested revisiting Blueprint, low impact development, and new urbanism.

Dan Hula discussed the need to create the place that will attract the educated creative people

Andy Bowman suggested the theme – What Works Now

Shaping our Successes – What Works Now

· Neighborhood Plans

· Form Based Codes

· Examples of New Urbanism

· Transit Millage / Rapid

· Regional Plans Support

· WMSA

· GI

· Downtowns – Rockford, Lowell, Newaygo, Grand Rapids

· Farmland Preservation

· Planning Commissions / MP Updates / Muskegon MSP

· MSU LPI

· REGIS

· Urban Boundaries

· Charettes 

· Traffic circles

Key Note speakers suggested included:

· Ross Perot Jr.

· Rich DeVos

· Grand Action

· David Rush

· Myron Orfeld

· Bill Johnson

· Bill McDonough
· Doug Kelbaugh

· Andres Duany

Theme agreed upon – Shaping our Success – What Works Now.

Speakers to be checked on – Duany and Kelbaugh.
Keynote needs to be dynamic, positive, and forward thinking.  Maybe review the area and discuss.

4. Next Meeting – Friday, November 16, 2007 8:00 a.m.

5. Adjourn – 9:20 a.m.
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