Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, February 16, 2007
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Andy Bowman at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Members Absent:

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Rick Sullivan




Center for Environmental Study

Kendra Wills




MSU Extension

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula 




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for January, 2007, were accepted.
3. Work Session
Andy Bowman reviewed the updated spreadsheet on speakers and breakout sessions for the 2007 Growing Communities Conference.

Theme:  “Infastructure – Setting the Foundation for Smarter Growth and Cooler Cities”.
Speakers:

· Keynote Address: Mr. Puentes from the Brookings Institute on Smart Infastructure – Cost $2,000 plus expenses.

· Lunch Speaker:  Kirk Steudle, MDOT Director, Context Sensitive Street Design.
Breakout Sessions

· Sewer and Water Utilities in Metro Grand Rapids – Jim Smalligan, Fishbeck

· Transit, Trolleys and Development - ITP Consultant / Portland Developer / Andy

· (2 X) Green Neighborhood Design LEED – ND – Doug Farr and Jay Hoekstra (Possible alternative second session – State Incentives for Local Government Consolidation)

· Existing Neighborhoods and Infastructure - Midtown and SWAN Neighborhoods – United Growth.

· REGIS – City Works – Dharmesh Jain

· Region Wide Impacts and Management of Septic Systems – James Hegarty

· Intelligent Transportation in Metro – Abed Itani

· Food and Fuel Infastructure – All Forms of Alternative Energy – Tom Dudak?, Rich VanderVeen

· Can Small Towns be Cool? – Dave Ivan, MSU

· Context Sensitive Street Design – Getting There – Kirk Steudle and Roundtable Discussion.

Andy Bowman reported he has not heard Robert Puentes speak, but his references were very positive.
Judy Barns stated she thought she had heard him, and he was very good.

Rick Chapla asked if Mr. Puentes would be available for more than just one day.  He suggested planning a bigger agenda with him if he came in the day before.

Andy Bowman indicated he would lock in Mr. Puentes as the keynote speaker, and check on additional time.

Judy Barns stated that LEED – H is very controversial in the housing design and building arena as it adds substantial costs.  Its “mandates” need to be voluntary.  Greenbuilt adds much less to the cost of a home.

Andy Bowman indicated it would be a neighborhood perspective of LEED, not LEED – H.

Carol Townsend reported she is working on the Existing Neighborhood (Midtown and SWAN) session, and it is going well.

Dharmesh Jain distributed a handout and reviewed his proposed presentation – REGIS as a decision support system to planning and maintenance of infrastructure. 
Bonnie Blackledge stated this would really appeal to Planning Commission members.

Rick Chapla suggested Bob Homan as a moderator.

Andy Bowman reviewed the proposed possible session regarding State Incentives for Local Government Consolidation.

Bonnie Blackledge suggested John Koches as a possible presenter with James Hegarty for Region Wide Impacts and Management of Septic Systems.

Andy Bowman suggested Dave Kracker also.

Bonnie Blackledge indicated she would work on it.

Carol Townsend asked if anyone was familiar with the MSU program promoting proactive improvement and maintenance of sewers rather than the reactionary damage control.

Andy Bowman indicated he would talk to Jim Hegarty on it.

The group discussed Kirk Steudle of MDOT as the lunch speaker on context sensitive design and the following breakout session.
Rick Chapla stated he wanted to be sure Kirk Steudle's presentation was on context sensitive design and the State’s response, not MDOT’s version.  Not an MDOT commercial.  It is too big of an issue.

Andy Bowman reiterated that this is supposed to be a reality check for MDOT.  He asked if Don Stypula informed Mr. Steudle of the focus of the presentation.

Don Stypula stated Mr. Steudle knows what is expected.  Mr. Steudle will take five minutes at the beginning of the presentation to discuss funding incentives, then he understands fully this is not an MDOT commercial and he is very agreeable to our focus. 

Rick Chapla reiterated that this is a very serious discussion which will include locals and the county road commissions.

Andy Bowman added that at the state level, they are not focused on front end discussion with locals.   
Rick Chapla suggested Jennifer Olivarez and John Patten.

Bonnie Blackledge indicated her husband could supply some names on bio diesel and ethanol.

Dan Hula suggested Unisolar regarding solar energy.

Carol Townsend suggested more women should be incorporated into the presentations, also as moderators.

Jay Hoekstra is checking on Dave Ivan from MSU – Can Small Towns be Cool.  

Dan Hula stated this was a good presentation.
Other Details

Don Stypula stated ITP would definitely sponsor the ITP / Portland Developer session including covering John Carroll’s speaking fee and his expenses.

Don Stypula stated he would talk to Fishbeck about sponsorship and would check on Transportation / MDOT / Federal sponsorship also.

Andy Bowman stated that as information is put together for the brochures, he will e-mail it those who are coordinating the sessions to review.
Review of Sponsor List
There was a question of what perks were included at what levels of sponsorship.

Gayle McCrath will e-mail sponsorship information to all committee members.

The sponsorship list was reviewed and several stated they would forward additional sponsorship candidates to Gayle for addition to the list. (MTA Engineers, Aquinas College, Contractors, GIS contractors, etc).

4. Action Items

· Andy – Lock in Robert Puentes as keynote, and check on additional time.

· Everyone – Finalize plans for those breakout sessions you are coordinating.

· Everyone - Forward suggested sponsor information to Gayle.
· Andy – Develop descriptive paragraph for sponsorship letter.

· Gayle – Send sponsorship letters.
5. Next Meeting March 16, 2007
6. Adjournment
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