Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, March 16, 2007
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Andy Bowman at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Members Absent:

Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula 




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for February, 2007, were reviewed.
MOTION – To Accept the February 2007 PIE Committee Minutes.  MOVE – Buck.  SUPPORT – Chapla.  MOTION CARRIED.

3. Work Session
The lineup of speakers for the Growing Communities Conference was reviewed.

· Robert Puentes – Keynote – Confirmed

· Jim Smalligan – Confirmed

· Elliot Allen – 2 sessions New LEED ND – Confirmed

· John Carol – Portland Developer – 2 sessions - Not confirmed, but will know by Monday or Tuesday.  ITP to pick up cost (will replace their usual sponsorship).
· Christine Helms-Maletic from the Midtown Neighborhood Association, and Lori Stanton from South West Area Neighbors (SWAN) – Confirmed.
· Dharmesh Jain – REGIS City Works (Could include testimony from local users such as Keith Vanbeek – Don to call Keith).

· Jim Hegarty – Septic – Confirmed

· Abed Itani – ITS

· Alternative Energy – Tom Stanton & Dan Blackledge (maybe)

· Small Cities can be Cool – Jay checking with Peter Allen

· Kirk Steudle – Lunch speaker.  Don has a meeting in April to talk to him and his staff on the presentation and the following session.  Rick – US31 Bypass; Petoskey; and Michigan St. & 196 on/off ramp should be addressed.  Need more forethought in the process.  Don will convey the need to “show us the results.”

· Andy – Context sensitive design needs to be incorporated into the earliest stages of the project.

· Jay – There is value in having an actual conversation regarding context sensitive design, not just an adversarial confrontation.  Panel time should be divided up so as to hit all the topics.

· The panel should consist of 6 or 7 people.  Need a forward point of view.

· Rick – Suggested distributing the Governor’s Executive Order on context sensitive design.

· Carol – We need to identify the barriers and help MDOT get there.

· Panel member suggestions included:

· Phil Brummel

· Someone from City of Holland

· Crommel of Muskegon

· Ken Krombeem – Grandville

· Jay Hoekstra  

· Rick Chapla could facilitate

· Bonnie – Need to have a predetermined topic list for the panel.

Maybe there should only be three sessions in the afternoon if the Context Sensitive Design panel is expected to draw a large crowd.

Don Stypula indicated ITS is not really ready to be presented.

Don and Andy will talk with Abed to see if he feels it is.

Carol Townsend asked if Jennifer Olivarez had been considered for the Alternative Energy session.  There should be more women presenters. There should be a woman on the Context Sensitive Design panel.

Andy Bowman will check into getting Jennifer Olivarez.

Bonnie Blackledge suggested Pat Lockwood.

Don Stypula stated he would contact Pat Lockwood regarding participating.

Rick Chapla will check on the solar company in Greenville.

REVIEW OF SPONSOR LIST

Don Stypula indicated a donation from the Urban Cooperation Board was expected.

Don Stypula stated he received a communication from AT&T stating they would sponsor ($10,000 - $15,000) if their person could address the conference.

Committee members were asked to review the list and call those sponsors with whom they have a relationship.

Carol Townsend suggested companies sponsoring specific sessions.

Bonnie Blackledge stated she would check with Prein & Newhof and Plumber’s regarding sponsorship of the Septic session.

4. Other

Andy Bowman discussed the survey of land use opinions / trends that has been conducted over the past few years.  It needs to be renewed and Andy has been in discussions with Alex Nesterinko regarding it.  There needs to be a contribution of $7,000 which GVMC doesn’t have.  Andy suggested working together with other interested parties to submit a request to a foundation (Frey?).  Watershed wording might interest Frey.
Don stated he would bring it up to Diana Sieger of the Grand Rapids Foundation next week.
5. Next Meeting April 20, 2007
6. Adjournment
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