Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, April 20, 2007
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Chair Tom McWhertor at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Members Absent:

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra
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Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula 




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for March, 2007, were reviewed and received.
3. Work Session
The lineup of speakers for the Growing Communities Conference was reviewed.

· Robert Puentes – Keynote – Confirmed

· Jim Smalligan – Confirmed

· Elliot Allen – 2 sessions New LEED ND – Confirmed

· John Carol – Portland Developer – 2 sessions - Not confirmed.  If John Carol not available, Don will try to secure former Transportation Director of Portland.  This should be finalized by Tuesday.
· Christine Helms-Maletic from the Midtown Neighborhood Association, and Lori Stanton from South West Area Neighbors (SWAN) – Confirmed.
· Dharmesh Jain – REGIS City Works - Confirmed
· Jim Hegarty – Septic – Confirmed

· Abed Itani – ITS – Don says this idea not fully cooked and may not materialize.
· Alternative Energy – Dan Blackledge (Andy is securing other’s)
· Kirk Steudle – Lunch speaker.  Don has a meeting next week to talk to him and his staff on the presentation and the following session.  Jay is working on the panel.
Tom McWhertor asked how the conference was being advertised.

Andy Bowman explained the registration flyer and Gayle McCrath added the “Save the Date” postcard has already gone out.

Tom McWhertor asked about the timing of the mailing.

Andy Bowman indicated the mailing was due, although it cannot be done until the sessions are finalized.  The two that are up in the air at this time are Abed’s ITS presentation and the Portland presentations.

Review of Sponsor List
Gayle McCrath reported to date $3,650 has been received in sponsorships.  Historically sponsorships have averaged in the $11,000 - $12,000 range.

Tom McWhertor stated Calvin could be put down for $500.

Don Stypula reported on an offer from AT&T to sponsor at least $10,000 in order to have their CEO speak for 10 min at the conference.  

Discussion ensued.  It was determined there were no objections and the offer would be accepted.

Don Stypula stated he would meet with AT&T today, and would ask for at least $15,000.

Discussion ensued regarding lowering the cost of the conference if the sponsorship was received.  
It was determined that decision would be held until the sponsorship was secured.
The time schedule of the conference was reviewed, and it was determined the AT&T representative would be allowed to speak at 12:15 while people were eating their salads.  In order to accommodate this, the morning schedule would be moved forward 15 minutes starting at the Welcome, which now would start at 8:00 a.m. rather than 8:15.

Blueprint Awards – Review of Applications
· East Grand Rapids  - Community Center

· East Grand Rapids – Downtown Plan

· URS – Grand River Valley Passages

· Nederveld – Brikyaat

· Bosgraaf Homes – Cobblestone at the Ravines

· Newberry Place – Cohousing

· Max – Macatawa Area Express 
4. Future Meeting Dates
The next meeting will be May 18, 2007.

There will be no June meeting.

The July meeting will be held July 20, 2007.

5. Adjournment
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