Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, May 18, 2007
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Chair Tom McWhertor at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Blake Hamilton



MSU Extension
Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Members Absent:

Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula 




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for April, 2007, were reviewed and received.
3. Blue Print Awards
Andy Bowman reviewed the projects and rankings of the candidates for the Blueprint award.
· East Grand Rapids  - Community Center

· East Grand Rapids – Downtown Plan

· URS – Grand River Valley Passages

· Nederveld – Brikyaat

· Bosgraaf Homes – Cobblestone at the Ravines

· Newberry Place – Cohousing

· Max – Macatawa Area Express
The projects which rose to the top were Newberry Place, the Brikyaat, and the East Grand Rapids Community Center.
Carol Townsend stated she would like to give the Macatawa Area Express an honorable mention, even if they didn’t receive a tangible award.

Andy Bowman stated that could be done through the event program and mentioning it during the award presentation.

MOTION – To Award East Grand Rapids Community Center (Design/Development); Newberry Place (Planning) and the Brikyaat (Planning) Blueprint Awards.  MOVE – Blackledge.  SUPPORT – Hula.  Those In Favor – 3.  Abstain – 1 (Townsend) MOTION CARRIED.

4. Other
Committee members discussed the dwindling membership of the Public Information & Education Committee.

Andy Bowman reminded the group that the committee did not have a formal charter or bylaws which direct its focus or mandate how many or who should be members.  

Don Stypula stated he wanted to meet with Tom McWhertor in June to discuss ways to energize the committee.

Tom McWhertor stated there had been discussion about broadening the focus of the group to all of GVMC, however it never moved forward.

Don Stypula stated the GVMC Business Planning process results showed members want to raise the profile of Land Use.

Bonnie Blackledge suggested adding a marketing or public relations specialist to the group.

5. Conference Details
Andy Bowman reviewed conference details to date.

Financially it appears the conference will be solvent this year.

Adjourn – 9:25
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