Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, September 21, 2007
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Chair Tom McWhertor at 8:10 AM.

Members Present:

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Members Absent:

Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for May, 2007, were reviewed and received.
3. Growing Communities Conference 2007 Debriefing
Andy Bowman reviewed the evaluation results of the 2007 Growing Communities Conference
· Speakers:
· Hegerty – Excellent

· Puentes – Excellent

· Alternative Energy – Excellent/Good

· GIS – Excellent/Good – Had difficulties with small room and AV equipment.

· LEED ND – Excellent / Good – AV and travel problems for speaker

· Steudle – Good / Excellent

· SWAN – Good / Excellent

· Trolleys / Transit – Gustafson – Good / Excellent

· Smalligan – Good – Small Room 

· Facilities – Excellent

· Staff – Excellent

· Audio / Visual – Excellent

· Format – Excellent / Good

· Topics – Good

· Exhibits – Good

· What did you like the most about the conference?

· Topics

· Enthusiasm and ownership of award winners

· Timeliness of topics

· Well put together

· Networking and opportunity to interact with other professionals

· What did you like the least

· AT&T Infomercial – need to manage sponsor’s message better so it integrates into our theme.

· Too many good topics, hard to choose between

· Lack of diversity in speakers
· No continuing education credits

4. Topics for 2008 Conference
· Master plans / community strategy vs. planners and developers

· “Green” and “Sustainable”

· Healthcare facilities – Community impact – panel discussion -How to integrate business and residential – Neighborhood community

· Strategies to actually use your master plan

· Revisit the Metropolitan Blueprint – progress and failures

· Making your master plan effective in the long term.

· Leveraging the area’s prominence in LEED and sustainability

· Signage – Regulations and keeping up with technology – LCD
· Low impact development

· How to attract commercial investment to revitalize core areas – Connecting all the dots

· Energy conservation

· Building more compact communities to reduce driving miles

· Low impact development – More difficult to achieve than just “nuking” a site because of regulations and red tape.  Huge disconnect between good development practices and regulations.  Impeding smart redevelopment.

· Tying commercial / economic development into land use.  Economic viability and regulations.

· Developers developing relationships with communities.

· Changing role of planning commission with guiding commercial development.
5. Next Meeting – Friday, October 26, 2007 8:00 a.m.

6. Adjourn – 9:30 a.m.
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