Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, January 18, 2008
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Chair Tom McWhertor at 8:10 AM.

Members Present:

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Members Absent:
Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for October, 2007, were reviewed and received.
3. Discussion on Topics for 2008 Growing Communities Conference
Theme:
Building on Our Success, Preparing our Communities for Future Prosperity
Key Note Address Morning:  Doug Kelbaugh

Kelbaugh’s customary fee is $4,000, but will try to get that lowered.  Concern with overall budget this year as sponsorships may be harder to find.  Since Kelbaugh an architect, maybe we could work with local chapter of AIA.  He could also do a breakout session.

Bonnie Blackledge – Maybe combine architecture and form based code.

Carol Townsend – Suzanne Shultz would be good along with Jay to do a session on form based code.

Andy Bowman – Could have a panel discussion on the merging of professions: planning, engineering, architecture.

Lunch:
Nyal Deem discussion on Blueprint and examples of the initiatives that emanated from it.

Blue Print Awards – Need to get the packets out.
Breakout Sessions – Need 4 – 10 depending on whether or not repeated and audience size and expectation of each session.
· Using Form Based Codes in Planning

· Changing emphasis in Planning – from processing applications to partnering in design and development (Mark Wycoff, maybe planning director in Michigan) 

· Growing Cooler – Less Auto-Dependent Development is Key to Mitigating Climate Change – How to do it.  Possibly sponsored by transportation funding air quality, public education, Ozone Action)
· Connecting transit lines Kalamazoo, Muskegon, Holland - Knudsen

· What makes a successful New Urbanist development
· How to do Transit Oriented Development

· Can Small Towns Be Cool – David Ivan, MSU

· What do we need to attract the creative class – Laurie Volk

· Idea of Hamlets, Green villages – Randall Arendt

· Climate Change Intersects the Law – Miller Canfield, Dave Jarvis

· Doug Kelbaugh to do an architecture session.

· Lower Grand

· Strategic Alliance (could connect WIRED and the creative class)

Andy Bowman – Need to work on connecting sessions to theme.

Bonnie Blackledge – Need to include sessions which would appeal to rural attendees as well as adequate time to network.
Carol Townsend also suggested Zenia Kotval of MSU.

Jay suggested Rod Courtright of the Traverse City area.
Tom McWhertor – Do we agree these sessions would work; we just need to focus on getting affordable presenters.


Consensus – Yes.
4. Other

Don Stypula brought up the idea of the PIE committee also developing a marketing campaign and materials to sell GVMC and its work as the staff does not have expertise in that area. 
5. Next Meetings
· Feb. 22

· March 14

· April 18

· May 16

· July 18

6. Adjourn – 10:10 a.m.
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