Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, October 24, 2008
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Chair Tom McWhertor at 8:10 AM.

Members Present:

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:
Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township
Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Minutes

The minutes to the August 2008 GVMC PIE Committee meeting were approved.
3. 2009 Conference
The committee discussed ideas for the theme & sessions of the 2009 conference.
Topics:

· Vacating of retail

· Foreclosures – Homes, land use ramifications

· Change – Implications of

· LGV’s Governance
· Land Use / Planning?

· Trends

· Public is in mood for increased government activity and regulation in the economy.  “Fix It”.

· Change implications of rescaling and scoping building vs. declining value.  Concept of being in balance rather than growth all the time.

- Legacy of the future – Torch passing of leadership

- Division charette presentation

- Demographic shift

- Forms and fashion of planning

- Social needs in outlying areas

- Decrease in transportation funding & increased cost implications on forms of transit and infrastructure.

- Third leg of sustainability

- How developers are treated regarding new ideas.

- On street parking.

- Trust

- Citizen excitement vs. professional planners

- Charette acceptance – People’s plan

- Choices w/ limited resources

- Engineers opinions – Acceptance and trust between citizens and professionals.

- Lead by facilitation.

- Problem solving has changed.

- Values of changing demographics – empowerment

- Elected officials have not kept up with the trend

- Sustainability triple bottom line – Social leg equality – part of embracing charettes, citizen engagement, facilitation – Reengagement in a meaningful fashion.

- New fiscal realities.

- Revenues are down, citizen participation is up.

- What works better rather than the restoration of where it was.

- Shift in roll of professional – teaming up, listening, and interpreting.

- Traffic calming

- Ways of engaging public – New definition of collaboration and cooperation.

Primary Speaker / Topic
· Reinvigorating our new democracy
· Mastering the mechanisms for governing change
· Collaboration with government and its citizens
· Focus on what we want to arrive at, not engine of administration of what we have been doing.
· Developer needs to collaborate with public.
· Leadership development
· People are focused on an outcome rather than process.
· Younger generation very social and interactive – Bored by current mechanisms / process of governance; boards, trustees, etc.
· PIE = Public Information and Engagement rather than Education?
· Buy local, urban gardens.

· Maybe we have reached the tipping point.  Don’t expand.  Take care of the quality of existing structure.

· Greenville renovation.  Embracing change

· Economic planning / participation change schools

Don Stypula asked if Arnold Weinfeld of the MML would make a good addition to the committee.
4. Homework

Try to identify someone who could speak on this topic.
· New urbanism arena?  Move beyond “new urbanism” terminology.

· Not a lot of experts
· Greenville – George Bosonic?
· William Clay Ford Jr. – Ford factory plantings (corn, sunflowers, etc.)



5. Next Meeting – November 21, 2008
6. Adjourn – 9:45 a.m.
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