Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, November 21, 2008
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Chair Tom McWhertor at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:
Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Minutes

The minutes to the September 2008 GVMC PIE Committee meeting were approved.
3. 2009 Conference – Zeroing in on Theme and Speakers
Theme – Welcoming Change: The Grand Leap Forward

· Change – governance responding to the new spirit of democratization

· Andy Bowman suggested Eric Schmidt (Google Guy) of the New America Foundation to speak on engagement on the internet.  The way Google organizes their company is for involvement from the bottom up.

· Rick Chapla stated economic development is important for us to market how we do governance, creativeness, innovativeness, and generational shift.  New generation craves involvement in governance.

· Bonnie Blackledge reported on the pilot program Cannon Township did for scanning of drivers’ licenses at the polling place.  People loved it.  It could eliminate 1-2 workers, but when is the government going to approve it.

· Carol Townsend suggested a workshop on the future being here right now.  Ordinances are on-line in some locations and people can sign up for distribution lists for agendas, minutes, etc.  The workshop could be on what is currently being done and what could be done.

· Andy Bowman reported another example is the on-line survey that could offer almost constant feedback.  He also stated citizens are moving fast from web based sites to social sites and we are not changing to accommodate this.

· Bonnie Blackledge suggested government networking through social networking.

· Don Stypula suggested Ralf Hugger attend the meetings to offer his ideas.

· Andy Bowman stated the public involvement needs to be on the front end of development, not the end.

· Jay Hoekstra stated it should not be the developer vs. the planner.  We need planning with the public beforehand.  We have turned planning over to the developers and we shouldn’t have.

· Jim Buck suggested streamlining the state permitting process.

· What can be done to improve the quality of life?  What can be done to make me proud and happy to live in this community?

· What LUG’s of the future should / might look like

· Mastering the Art of Communication

· Empowering / employing “Web Master”

· Youth expect innovation – Face book like mechanism

· Obstacles
· Lack of County Leadership

· MAMA Opinions

· Depression Era Mentality

· Problem with individual jurisdictions and what technological / communication advances they are familiar / comfortable with.

· Enhance the Welcome Mat by Enhancing Change

· Need to realize government is good and doing good things for them.

· Good governance starts with the people

· Some developers are against good governance from the start

· What can Planning Commissions do in this time of planning lull?

· Outcomes

· Each session comes up with 2-3 suggestions at the end to do a compilation and report out – Creates an agenda.

· Sticky note listing

· Need to be sneaky and not talk about it ahead of time as some would not want to participate.
· Reporting out not only to GVMC members and conference attendees, but also do a news release.

· News release would be just one component of the communication effort.

· Andy Bowman suggested Google may be able to develop something mechanistically which would be beneficial to government communication.
· Rick Chapla stated we could ask Google to look at ideas and solutions to help.

· Bonnie Blackledge stated at a recent MTA meeting there was an expression of much more of a regional view rather than strictly township.  How can we do this without violating our enabling laws?

· Breakout session discussing charette designs done before developers come in to suggest types / styles of development being sought by local government.

· Don Stypula will contact Dan Gilmartin regarding securing Eric Schmidt of Google.

· Bonnie Blackledge suggested a young professional’s panel to find out why they are here and what their experience with local government has been and what should it be.

· Breakout with Chamber Regional Issues group on welcome mat (Seccia, Dunlap)

· Andy Bowman suggested getting clerks involved with their suggestions.

4. Other – Strategic Planning

Strategic planning is still being considered, however we need to discuss the ideas of expanding the PIE committee with GVMC as a whole first.  After that is determined, we can move forward with strategic planning to meet those goals and also appoint more members.

Don Stypula stated he would invite Megan Sall from the City of Wyoming to the meetings.
5. Next Meeting – December 19, 2008
6. Adjourn – 10:00 a.m.
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