Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, March 14, 2008
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Chair Tom McWhertor at 8:10 AM.

Members Present:

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College
Dan Hula




Hula Engineering
Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Members Absent:
Judy Barnes




Home Builders Association
Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes for January & February, 2008 were accepted into record.
3. Blueprint Awards
Andy Bowman reported only one entry had been submitted this year for the Blueprint award, the conservation development project in Kentwood.  Past entries will also be reviewed for this year’s award.

4. Sponsorships
Tom McWhertor asked if the committee had any responsibilities it had to take care of in this area.

Don Stypula indicted he would personally contact sponsors.  A general mailing will not go out as has in past years.  Don will contact only those who historically have contributed.

Andy Bowman stated there had been new comers who sponsored, and this year’s theme may appeal to a new group of potential sponsors ex. Architects.
5. Conference Program
Andy has contacted Kelbaugh, who has dropped his fee to $3,000.  Andy will work with Kelbaugh to customize his program.
Jay Hoekstra discussed the following sessions:

No. 
Description
2X
What makes a financially successful New Urbanist development Peter Allen U of M – Not heard back from Peter Allen.
2X
Al Raine -  Transit Oriented Development – Confirmed
1X
Can Small Towns Be Cool – David Ivan, MSU

2X
Latest Employment and Population Forecasts and important aspects Fulton and Grimes of U of M

2X
Growing Cooler – Less Auto-Dependent Development is Key to Mitigating Climate Change – How to do it.  Possibly sponsored by transportation funding air quality, public education, Ozone Action) One of authors of study 

2X
The Grand Vision is a land use and transportation study process to facilitate providing a framework for propelling the Grand Traverse region for the next 50 years and beyond.  

Principle consultants are Fregonese and Grow.     – Confirmed 
1X
Panel on the emergence of cross disciplinary work in urban planning/design

Panel would be headed by Dean Kelbaugh and include architect, engineer, planner, economic development agent, landscape architect, developer, etc – Andy and Jay to work on establishing panel.
There would be only two sessions in the afternoon, including the panel.  We will aim for diversity in session leaders.
6. Other

The registration form should be constructed as soon as the sessions are finalized.  The save the date e-mail has already gone out.

Possibility of using Pay Pal and automating registration discussed.
7. Next Meetings

· April 18

· May 16

· July 18

8. Adjourn – 10:00 a.m.
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