Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, May 16, 2008
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Chair Tom McWhertor at 8:10 AM.

Members Present:

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College
Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs
Members Absent:
Dan Hula




Hula Engineering
Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Rich Cole




GVMC Intern

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council
Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
Holly Zoe




MSU Extension Intern
2. Blueprint Awards
Andy Bowman reported on the nomination for the Blueprint Award.  This year only two submissions were received; one from Grand Rapids for their new zoning code and one from Kentwood on conservation oriented development.  The Conservation oriented development is not quite ready.  Probably next year it will be ready to fully be considered.  

The winner of the Blueprint Award is Grand Rapids zoning ordinance.  It hits on many principles of the Blueprint.  It is a rewrite of the City’s ordinance.  It is innovative and forward thinking and reflects the concepts of good urban design.  It was created by Suzanne Shultz of the City of Grand Rapids and Langworthy LeBlanc.  

Since it is such an innovative and important piece of work, the introduction to it should include:
· How it was funded

· Players / Partners

· Process

· Product

· Outcomes

Rick Chapla will do the introduction.

3. Sponsorships
To date, approximately $9,000 has been secured from sponsors.

The MML has sponsored for $5,000.  Dan Gilmartin will also speak at Lunch.  Don Stypula has spoken with him and requested he speak for approx. 10 minutes on where we go from here.

Tom McWhertor stated that Calvin College could be counted on again to sponsor $500 of printing.
4. Program

Andy Bowman discussed scheduling conflict he was having with Kelbaugh who wanted to present at lunch rather than in the morning.

After much discussion, it was decided the Milt Rohwer and Dan Gilmartin would speak in the morning and that the Blueprint awards and Kelbaugh would be at noon.
5. Other

Jay Hoekstra reported one of the classes has been accepted for AICP credit and three others have been applied for.
Carol Townsend reported she has gotten someone to tape the sessions.  
6. Next Meetings

July 25th

7. Adjourn – 10:00 a.m.
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