Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, January 16, 2009
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Chair Tom McWhertor at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:
Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Minutes

The minutes to the November 2008, GVMC PIE Committee meeting were approved.
3. 2009 Conference Speakers
Andy Bowman passed out information on three potential keynote speakers for the conference:  Tim O’Reilly, Ben Self, and Paul Schutt.

Ben Self – BSD founding partner, Ben serves as Program Director on major accounts for BSD.  He is currently serving as Technology Director at the Democratic National Committee, where he supervises a wide range of technology projects and programs including infrastructure, compliance software, voter file technology, and a large constituency-building web site powered by the BSD Online Tools.

Tim O’Reilly – The founder and CEO of O’Reilly Media, Inc., thought by many to be the best computer book publisher in the world, and an activist for open standards.   O’Rielly Media also publishes online through the O’Reilly Network and hosts conferences on technology topics.

Paul Schutt – The co-founder and co-CEO of Issue Media Group, a Detroit based media company that has created online magazines such as Model D and metro mode in Detroit, PopCity in Pittsburgh, Rapid Growth in Grand Rapids and Capital Gaines in Lansing.  IMG publications focus on growth, investment and remarkable people leading communities into the new economy.

The committee discussed the three potential speakers extensively.  
It was thought that Tim O’Reilly may be too technical for what we would like as most of his work is involving publishing of technical manuals and no one had heard him deliver a presentation.

Since Ben Self has worked so extensively with the Democratic National Committee and Democratic causes, it was thought he may be too “blue” to attract a crowd in the West Michigan area which tends to lean towards the right.

Paul Schutt’s experience seemed to mesh well with what the committee was looking for.

Andy Bowman stated maybe we should focus on social networking and bring it through the whole process. Paul Schutt could do this.  We would want to couch it as dramatically changing the way we interact with our public.

Carol Townsend added she likes the idea of going with Paul Schutt as he has also done work with cool cities.  He could talk about change in how cities interact with the public.

Tom McWhertor stated he seems to have experience in what our theme is and he has a Grand Rapids connection. 

Andy stated he believed the MML will still contribute to the conference if we have Paul Schutt rather than Ben Self who they suggested.

The committee agreed on Paul Schutt as the choice for keynote speaker.  If Schutt is unavailable, we will go back to the drawing board to look at other options.
Don Stypula stated he would see Arnold Weinfeld today and ask if we could still expect MML’s support.

Andy Bowman will try to contact Schutt.  Andy Guy might be helpful in securing Schutt and Guy may be able to do a session on the Lower Grand.
4. Break Out Sessions

· New computer techniques for planning, 3D planning, peer review and public analysis. Embedding in our site plan review and public comment a birds eye view and fly throughs.  Looking at things from different sides.

· Tommy Allen and Rob Bliss using the internet to promote face to face meet ups.

· Roy Schmitt’s regarding his bill to change the statute of public notice requirements.

· Urban Planet meet up.

· Political strategizing – MML – getting your local web site up to speed.  What should you be doing?
· Best practices – driver’s license scanning, etc.  

Jim Buck stated Rob from the MML is good at this sort of thing and maybe Don should contact him.

Carol Townsend stated the panel discussion could include Bonnie Blackledge on driver’s license scanning, Suzanne Schultz on good websites, and others.
Andy Bowman said we should be walking the talk and advertise some of these things ahead of time through these methods.

It was suggested the panel discussion could include Rob Ferrari commenting on three or four things, best practices, and demonstrations.  Maybe including an Urban Planet meeting.

Jay Hoekstra suggested contacting Spout, a local film making organization.  Jay will look into it.

Carol Townsend asked what about a more broad government update rather than just Roy Schmidt.  We could have Hardiman and others, and also address the funding situation.

Jim Buck stated Don should figure out who would be the best speakers from both the Republicans and Democrats regarding public policy and public participation.

Don Stypula stated he would work on that.

Tom McWhertor asked if we could have a conventional session or two so that everything is not high tech.

Andy Bowman stated they still planned on some of the more conventional topics such as the Fisher Station Charrette.

Sessions also suggested included:

· Jonathan Bradford
· $10 Million from the economic stimulus package for possible Neighborhood Stabilization Program.

· Local participation in various bailouts.

Carol Townsend asked about including lakeshore communities or organizations as we have done in the past.  How about the Strategic Alliance’s Internship Program.

Jim Buck stated he will have a meeting with the Strategic Alliance Wednesday and may bring this up. There are also marketing initiatives through the Right Place targeting young people, marketing amenities, and focusing on family support for transplants.  There may also be coordination through the colleges.

The success of the Downtown New Year’s Eve party was also discussed. 
5. Next Meetings – February 20, 2009, March 20, 2009
6. Adjourn – 10:00 a.m.
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