Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, December 18, 2009
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. Ste. 200

Grand Rapids, MI 49504 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Tom McWhertor at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Christian Reformed World Relief
Megan Sall




City of Wyoming




Terry Schweitzer



City of Kentwood

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Minutes

The minutes to the November 2009, GVMC PIE Committee meeting were accepted into record.
3. Review of Survey / 2010 Growing Communities Conference Discussion

Andy Bowman reviewed the results of the survey.  Over 1,000 were sent out and 167 were completed.


Survey:


Breakouts – Overwhelmingly Same as it is Now


Breakouts – Mostly Same as it is Now, Some More Variety


Panel – Most indicated they Sometimes Attend Depending on the Subject.


Lunch – Most Don’t Like Awards, Would Prefer Speaker or Mix.


Theme – Innovations and Adaptations – 54%


Age – Mostly 35 & Up 

There was good geographic distribution from the respondents.  The occupations were mostly planners, municipal leaders, architects, engineers & non-profits.  Only two were from planning commissions.

Comment – Send electronic distribution of information, recommended reading, links to speakers’ web sites and YouTube to market conference.

Discussion on enticing planning commissioners by offering a price discount, etc.  It was indicated that most planning commissioners have other jobs and it is not a money issue keeping them away as most townships / municipalities will pay for the training.


Tom McWhertor suggested offering special courses for them.

Andy Bowman added they could choose from whatever session they wanted to attend, and not attend the whole day.

Tom McWhertor reviewed the speakers discussed at the previous meeting:



George Bosnjak – Contacted



Lew Bender – Contacted



Doug Rothwell – Not contacted yet

Proposed Schedule:

7:30 – 8:00 – Registration

8:00 – 9:00 – George Bosnjak and Doug Rothwell tag team 1 hr

9:00 – 9:30 - Break
9:30 – 11:00 – Lew Bender

11:00– 11:15 – Break

11:15 – 12:15 – Breakout session

12:15 – 1:30 Lunch

1:30 – 2:30 – Panel (what are you going to do with it) and Break out repeat
Theme – Innovations and Adaptations
Discussion was held on whether or not we needed a speaker at lunch.  The group was reminded of the conversation regarding turning the Blueprint award into an innovations award.  It was suggested a video be created on the projects.

Discussion was held on doing something to promote the Metro Council, doing a video, etc. showing GVMC’s role.

Discussion ensued regarding having a session with those who are real innovators such as Friends of Grand Rapids Parks, Foreclosure Response, the Rockford App., 4 day work week, etc.

Tom McWhertor reminded the group of the possible session topics where were developed in previous meetings and encouraged members to review them.

Action Plan:

1. Don’t mess with the conference schedule (per the survey)

2. Don will contact Doug Rothwell

3. Review the breakout sessions from past minutes

4. Think about Innovations Award

4. Next Meeting – January 15.

5. Adjourn – 10:00 a.m.
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