Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, February 20, 2009
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Andy Bowman at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Megan Sall




City of Wyoming




Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:
Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Minutes

The minutes to the January 2009, GVMC PIE Committee meeting were approved.
3. Possible Conference Titles

Welcoming Change:  The Grand Leap Forward

Planning 2.0:  Engaging our Communities

Welcoming Change:  Bridging the Gap

Andy will e-mail ideas out to everyone.  Respond with your ideas.
4. 2009 Conference Speakers
Andy Bowman reported he has confirmed Paul Schutt as the keynote speaker.  Mr. Schutt may also participate in a panel or class.  He is willing to work with us regarding how to focus his presentation.

Carol Townsend stated Andy Guy might have ideas on how we can engage Paul Schutt.

Rick Chapla added maybe we could do something in conjunction with Wondergem.

5. Breakout Sessions


Jay Hoekstra reviewed breakout sessions he has worked on.

· Using Sketch Up and Google Earth for demonstration of good design and public input.  Jim Reminga & someone who knows Google Earth.

· Rick Chapla – Implications of this on local government – easy to use, free, better public input, implications to REGIS.

· Planetizen, what impact it has, what is on it, what topics of interest – Moderators of the list (GRDadof3, joeDowntown), photographer (fotoman311), video maker. – Jay will investigate further.
·  Incorporate a meet up at the conference – Rachael Lee, Rob Bliss, Tommy Allen.

· Effective Charettes:  The new planning act, form based codes and Fishers Station –  Jay and ?

· Young Professionals Panel, What attracts the young creative class.  How do we get the attention of the youth?  Panelists:  Amy Ruis, Rachael Lee, an arts person, a movie person, an accountant, DeVos/VanAndel – third generation (ie Sprout owner), Jason Wheeler, Bear Manor Properties, Bar Owners on Wealthy, Paul Moore, Tommy Allen.

· Start session with skit on how “established” gotv. administrators would do something such as advertise a public meeting vs. what new generations would do.  


- 
Megan Sall – Diversity is a big factor in attracting the attention of the youth.  Catering to different cultures is important.  Sameness is boring.  

      -    Rick Chapla – How do we engage the younger people, passing of the torch,  mentoring.

   -    Megan Sall -  Youth are very value driven, mission driven.  Pittsburgh did a fair to attract those 40 and under to boards and commissions.
· Jeff Speck and his Ideas for GR Area – Jeff Speck

· Saving public funds by consolidating work using new technology:  REGIS – Assessing? – Boundaries between govts and departments can be eliminated.
· Fewer stores, how much retail space is needed?  Where is the data?  State of Michigan has a program.  GVSU Small Business Center. – Jim Eppink?  Online shopping.  Could couple with working from home.  Working from home or 3rd place.  Are we making any progress with telecommuting?  Examples of new forms of retailing

· Consensus building techniques for meetings – Sticky notes and magic markets – Jennifer Hurley, Delta Strategy

· Roy Schmidt and proposed legislation regarding advertising of public notices – Panel maybe.

· Best practices currently being used with current technology – Everyone should send in examples.

Bonnie Blackledge – MTA just started up a facebook project.  It is only open to consultants and township officials.

Andy Bowman – We could do something on facebook interaction.  Stream something live.

Bonnie Blackledge – I will talk to MTA on it.  GVMC could do that same type of thing.

Carol Townsend – We need to check with Roy Schmidt to see if he is sponsoring the legislation on public notices and where he is at with it.
6. Next Meetings – March 20, 2009
7. Adjourn – 10:00 a.m.
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