Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, March 20, 2009
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Tom McWhertor at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Thomas McWhertor



Calvin College

Megan Sall




City of Wyoming




Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:
Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Minutes

The minutes to the February 2009, GVMC PIE Committee meeting were approved.
3. Breakout Sessions
Andy Bowman reviewed the title for the conference, United We Plan: Creating Community in the Information Age, and the descriptive paragraph.

With the world-wide internet now leading culture shifts in so many ways, there is an ever-increasing need for two things: (1) overhauling the way we engage everybody in planning for public investment and (2) reimagining our public places virtually, physically and in combination where they overlap.  This year, at GVMC’s 16th Growing Communities Conference, we will be examining the many changes in our media, legal systems, politics, planning processes, technologies and techniques. Sessions will take a look at use of social networking websites, our outdated statutes tethering us to outdated methods, leadership among our younger generations, public involvement from all segments of society and the implications of seeing ourselves from everywhere all at once.  Conferees will learn methods for improving the speed and effectiveness of public planning and how to create places which allow for continually changing demands.  Conferees should also be prepared for some creative abandonment as we consider ways to both embrace our new “light speeds” as we plan for building places with longer, more sustainable “shelf lives”. 
Key Note addresses: 

Morning, - Paul Schutt, Co-founder and co-CEO of Issue Media Group, creator of Rapid Growth.
The group reviewed the breakout sessions and the work Jay Hoekstra has done to-date.
· Using Sketch Up – Jay has sent an email to Jim Reminga, but hasn’t heard back from him yet.  Greg Meyer of the REGIS Agency has also been using Sketch Up.

· Urban Planet – Jay has asked the identity of key contributors.

· Effective Charettes:  The new planning act, form based codes and Fishers Station –  Jay and ?

· Young Professionals Panel, (4-5 people) What attracts the young professionals.  How do we get the attention of the youth?  

· Start session with skit on how “established” govt. administrators would do something such as advertise a public meeting vs. what new generations would do.  

· Heard a lot about creative class, how about urban based vs. suburban.  How can we tie in urban planning and leverage the outlying areas.  Recreation, beaches, downtown, etc.

· Sub committee to determine who on panel – Carol, Jay, Bonnie, Megan

· Time frame – 90 minutes

· Jeff Speck and his Ideas for GR Area – Jeff Speck – Jay asked and is waiting to hear back.

· REGIS – Don will investigate doing something with REGIS, over flight boundaries between governments to be eliminated, etc.  Don will bring this to the next meeting.
· Consensus building techniques for meetings – Sticky notes and magic markers – Jennifer Hurley, Delta Strategy

· Roy Schmidt and proposed legislation regarding advertising of public notices.  Roy not pushing, but still an issue.  Maybe with best practices session?
· Best practices currently being used with current technology, MTA & Community Connection.  Don will talk to MML regarding getting Rob Ferrari.  Bonnie to talk to MTA.
· Could show demonstration of U-tube, twitter, etc.

· Maybe during lunch or a session

· Retail overbuilding of strip malls and effect of internet buying – Jay e-mailed Terry Sanford.  He has a lot of information and has developed a whole presentation on this.  Could add special guest to talk about on-line, Schuler’s, Birdwatchers, etc.
· Strategic Alliance? Jim Buck reminded the group they had previously discussed including the Strategic Alliance, which would also bring in more participation from the lakeshore.  Could ask them what they would like to do a presentation on.  Green GR, Green Infrastructure, etc.

4. Blueprint

Andy Bowman reported five entries for the Blueprint Award have been received.  Andy will coordinate the meeting of the Award Selection committee.
5. Sponsorships

Don Stypula will approach the MML on sponsorship.
6. Next Meetings – April 17, 2009
7. Adjourn – 10:00 a.m.
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