Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, April 17, 2009
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

40 Pearl NW, Suite 410

Grand Rapids, MI 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Tom McWhertor at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Christian Reformed World Relief
Megan Sall




City of Wyoming




Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Minutes

The minutes to the March 2009, GVMC PIE Committee meeting were approved.
3. Blueprint Award
Andy Bowman reviewed the applications for the Blueprint Award 2009.

Metro Health – Environmental planning in new health center.

City of Grand Rapids – Equal Opportunity Department – Cultural outreach

Greenville – Hathaway Green

Grand Rapids Foundation – New headquarters

Andy will send the information out to the selection team soon.

Rick Chapla asked about the City of Grand Rapids entry.

Andy Bowman stated it really does not address the Blueprint Principles, but is probably submitting under Community Leadership.

4. Review of Sessions
· Panel -What attracts the young creative class and how do they wish to affect their communities.  Format Confirmed, Panelists Being Asked
Moderator: Megan Sall.  Selected panelists:

Selene ______________ (from Megan) (Megan asks)

Jason Wheeler (Rockford Construction and a rock band)[Bonnie asks]

Rob Bliss [Carol asks]

Steve Faber or Andy Guy [Carol asks]

Maxine _____________(from Megan) [Megan asks]

Alternates:

Joshua Duggan [fotoman311@yahoo.com]

Amy Ruis (art of the table store)

Panel session is the last of the day. Will be about 1.5 hours long. Ends about 3:30 pm

Topic 1:

What do you like about the Grand Rapids metropolitan area?

….about the place you work

….about the place you live

….about the place you spend the rest of your time

What do you wish the GR metro area had that it doesn’t have now?

What sorts of places do you wish it had, what activities, what sorts of people, resources, stores, services, etc.

Topic 2:

What would attract you to become part of a local government commission or

committee or project? How would you most likely become aware of it?  What is your preferred way to influence your community? What public issues are important to you?

· Jeff Speck and his ideas for GR area - Still a possibility, need to offer money.  Rick Chapla to check into DeVos sponsorship.
· Effective Charrettes, the new planning act, form based codes and Fishers Station Jay Hoekstra and Mark Miller - Confirmed
· Using Sketch Up, the Internet and REGIS for Demonstration of Good Design and Public Input Jim Reminga and Greg Meyer of REGIS - Confirmed
· Possible session by keynote speaker Schutt
· Debra McGuire – MTA Best Practices.  It might appeal to MTA consultants.  Regards new ways township officials communicate.  Not enough for Debra to cover in 1 hr + should combine with other best practices.  Don getting no response from MML
· Saving Public $ by consolidating work using new technology / REGIS - Assessing? – Boundaries between govts and departments can be eliminated. 
· Fewer Stores How Much Retail Space is Needed? Terry Sanford – Confirmed

· Planning and Zoning Law in an electronic world - Mark A. Van Allsburg, Mika Meyers Beckett & Jones PLC – Confirmed.  Possibly work with Kelly Rossman.  Don to check into.
· Hurley – Consensus building – not confirmed
It was decided in the afternoon just the panel and one other option will be offered.

If Speck is confirmed, he could be added as the morning keynote and Schutt could be moved to lunch.  Speck is part of a private sector initiative to reconfigure downtown.

We don’t need Hurley, Schutt and Speck.

The session by Mark VanAllsburg only needs to be offered once.
Various scheduling options were reviewed.  Final placement of sessions was deferred until confirmation of Speck session (and McGuire session?)
5. Sponsorships

Sponsorship letters have gone out and donations have started coming in.
6. Action Items

Andy will contact Schutt regarding session.

Rick will look into getting Speck.

Don will contact Kelly Rossman.

Bonnie will work on panel (Jason).
7. Next Meetings – May 15, 2009
8. Adjourn – 10:00 a.m.
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