Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, August 21, 2009
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. Ste. 200

Grand Rapids, MI 49504 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Tom McWhertor at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Christian Reformed World Relief
Megan Sall




City of Wyoming




Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Minutes

The minutes to the May 2009, GVMC PIE Committee meeting were approved.
3. Growing Communities Conference Debriefing
Andy Bowman reviewed the evaluation surveys received from the Growing Communities Conference.
Speakers, keynote and panel rated mostly excellent to good.

Facilities and staff rated excellent.

The format rated mostly good.

Topics were mostly good.

Exhibits were good to fair.

· Things people liked the most were the keynote speaker, networking, the panel, technology in planning and the mix of topics.

· Things liked the least were too much content too fast; not hands on planning; would like greater turnout.

· What participants would like to see in the future included more focus on environmental; more info. on web; farmers/urban markets & sustainability; professional accreditation; pictures of award winning projects; and more local “good things.”

Most of the surveys received were completed at the conference.  Only 7 were from the Survey Monkey.

Discussion ensued regarding which method of survey was better and how to increase participation.  It was determined both methods have their strengths and it is beneficial to do both.

Bonnie Blackledge offered to head up an effort to increase participation, whether it be through a different method of survey, format or incentive.
Andy Bowman added that Terry Schweitzer has offered to be involved also and would make a good addition to the committee.

Tom McWhertor asked if any of the information gleaned from the surveys has helped us determine a topic for next year.

Andy Bowman suggested sustainability.

Discussion ensued regarding how current master plans and zoning make sustainable development difficult.

Discussion ensued regarding GIS and how to create more awareness regarding its use in decision making.  REGIS offers many classes for staff members who are “hands on,” however the awareness of the appointed and elected officials is lacking.

Tom McWhertor stated we could have a whole GIS track at the conference.

Carol Townsend asked about the financial aspects of the conference.  She heard there might not be money to hold the conference next year.
Andy Bowman stated the conference made a little money this year.

Andy Bowman reported on conversations with the Land Policy Institute and the possibility of partnering with them on a conference next year.  Their conference will be held in Grand Rapids in April and involves funders of Land Use activities.
Rick Chapla reported he spoke with the staff of the Land Policy Institute and would like to explore the possibility of partnering.  Various possibilities were reviewed including moving the Growing Communities Conference to the day after the Land Policy Institute; moving theirs to June; and having a common theme which we could expound on the local elements of while they focus on the global aspects.
Difficulties were mentioned including problems with people attending a two day conference; decreased participation because of people being siphoned off by the other conference; problems changing dates and loosing deposits; and the possibility of the Land Policy Institute using GVMC staff to handle their work.

Rick Chapla recommend we ask them to come up with a proposal and agenda by the next PIE committee meeting.

Next year they are going to have their conference in Detroit.

Andy Bowman stated the lack of clarity in what they want makes it difficult to consider the possibilities.

Action Items:

· Gayle will check into the possibilities of changing the Growing Communities Conference to April 22 and see if the Prince Center is available to hold the Land Policy Institute in June.
· Rick will invite someone from the Land Policy Institute to talk to the committee.  At the meeting we will need a summary of what the Metro Council is about.
· Andy will invite Terry Schweitzer to join the committee.

· Staff will develop the concept of a poll.

4. Next Meeting – September 18.

5. Adjourn – 10:00 a.m.
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