Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, September 18, 2009
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. Ste. 200

Grand Rapids, MI 49504 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Andy Bowman at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Megan Sall




City of Wyoming




Terry Schweitzer



City of Kentwood


Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:

Rick Chapla




Right Place Program

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Christian Reformed World Relief
Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Minutes

The minutes to the August 2009, GVMC PIE Committee meeting were approved.
3. Land Policy Institute Partnership

Andy Bowman reported he had a discussion with the lead person at the Land Policy Institute (LPI) regarding the issues we had with coordinating their event with ours.  They didn’t want to change their date.  The Prince Center didn’t have availability for us to change our date, so now we just need to decide if we want to coordinate thematically.  However, they don’t even have a theme yet.  Maybe we can coordinate something next year.

Carol Townsend stated if we are going to do a joint effort, we need to start planning over a year out.

Bonnie Blackledge told Andy to let LPI know we like the idea of coordination, but we have to plan a long way out.

Andy Bowman said LPI could coordinate themes with them taking the national view and us taking the local perspective.

Bonnie Blackledge said if they don’t know what they are going to be doing, we can just go with what we decide and they can coordinate if they want.

4. Conference Ideas

Andy Bowman asked for theme ideas for the conference.  We are still considering a pre-survey to gather ideas. (Judy Bigney of Algoma is the local Secretary for MTA and has all the Kent County e-mail addresses) 
· The 2nd or 3rd round of the stimulus.  How has it been working, etc?
· Healthcare debate – healthy cities

· Panel discussion on the concept of regional planner.  Question if planners in cities will remain.  Where planning fits into a declining budget.  Private vs. public, what is required by law.

· Coming out of the recession, how do we plan for the up tick?  How do we start planning for that and do things differently.

· Sustainability.  New types of housing required by 2030.

· Focus the theme on citizen planning boards and involve consultants.  Planning commissions are usually focused on projects not the long term.  They can’t predict the future, so they just make choices.

· Study on collaboration by WMSA – any ideas here?  New statutes needed to allow collaboration and cooperation.

· Doug Rothwell & CEO group.  CEO’s could help determine what the new normal should be.  Rick Chapla could bring in local CEO’s for a panel discussion.
· Planning for the new “industry.”  Dairy at 36th Street plant.

· Sizing for the new normal.

· Remaking suburbia

· Planning for new industry

· Headley + Proposal A = disaster, Citizen’s Research Council 

· General session have large economic overview to set stage

· This area to be hit harder than others and will need to kick it up a notch.

· Innovation

· Innovation prize – Display at local halls and have contest for innovative things being done in local govt. (instead of Blueprint Award).  Create buzz before conference.  Could tour other halls.  Get people out and encourage everyone to participate.  Would tie into theme of collaboration.  Maybe give one free registration if entity participates in contest.  Bonnie would be on the committee.  Need creative marketing and advertising. Need to get viral.
· Rockford IPhone application.  Could put Michael Young on the program.

5. Other

Everyone should write down their pre-survey ideas and e-mail them to Andy.
6. Next Meeting – October 16.

7. Adjourn – 10:00 a.m.
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