Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, January 22, 2010
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. Ste. 200

Grand Rapids, MI 49504 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Tom McWhertor at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Christian Reformed World Relief
Megan Sall




City of Wyoming




Terry Schweitzer



City of Kentwood

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Rick Chapla




Right Place

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Jay Hoekstra




Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

Don Stypula




Grand Valley Metro Council
2. Minutes

The minutes to the December 2009, GVMC PIE Committee meeting were accepted into record.
3. 2010 Growing Communities Conference Discussion


Confirmed speakers:

Rothwell & Bender – Secured by Don


Bosnjak – Secured by Megan

George Bosnjak and Doug Rothwell would present together to set the stage on where we are now and where we want to be.  George would give the youthful outlook with Rothwell the more traditional.  This should be discussed with the two via conference call.
Don could get them together to talk at the Right Place.

After setting the stage, it is passed off to Lew Bender to engage everyone in a discussion on where we want to go and open our minds in an interactive and positive way.
Schedule

7:30 – 8:00 

Registration


8:00 – 9:00 
Bosnjak / Rothwell – where we are now, where we want to be.  Leave off somewhere Lew Bender can pick up on.

9:00 - 9:30

Break - Networking
9:30 – 11:00

Lew Bender

11:00 – 11:15

Break

11:15 – 12:15

Breakouts – 4 sessions


12:15 – 1:30

Lunch


1:30 – 3:00

Con – Con debate Logie & LaBrandt + one repeated breakout


Note:  Schedule has been expanded to 3:00 p.m.


Possible Breakout Sessions:

· LEED-ND (Chris Hall)

· Triple Bottom Line Standards

· Cost Savings in Govt – Merger of Saugatuck & Douglas (Ryan Kilpatrick).  Include barriers to such as Urban Cooperation Act and 312.
· Cities of Service – Community engagement.  Volunteer coordinator – City services

· Foreclosure Response – Govt. equal partner not leader - Kym Spring

· Kent County Land Bank – Ken Parrish

· Con-Con Debate – Logie / LaBrandt + PolySci Guy (Jim Penning, Gleaves Whitney, etc.)  Carol to check at MSU, Jay to check at Calvin.
· Transportation Issues – High Speed Rail, etc.

· Public Private Partnerships – Rothwell

· Something with Lakeshore focus such as Sustainability Coalition – Per Buck recommendation

4. Other

Need to move forward on revamped Blueprint Innovation Awards.

Question on cost of registration.


5. Action Items

· Carol will check with GRCC regarding filming of sessions.

· Carol to check on someone from MSU in political science for the Con-Con session.

· Jay also to check on a political science person.

· Jay to work on session which might qualify for accreditation. 

· Gayle will check with Prince Center to see if we can get more rooms.

· Gayle to send out Save the Date notice.

· Don to get Bosnjak and Rothwell together at the Right Place with Andy to discuss their joint presentation.

· Don will contact Logie and LaBrandt regarding debate on Con-Con.

· Don will check with Rothwell on also doing a breakout session on Public / Private Partnerships, and if he has someone from this side of the state in the private sector he would like to participate.
· Don to check with Logie on if he knows someone who was at the last Con-Con who could participate.

· Andy to talk with Lew Bender on his presentation and keeping it interactive and in a positive light. 

· Andy to meet with Don, Bosnjak & Rothwell regarding their presentation.

· Andy to rewrite Blueprint Award Material to reflect new focus on innovation.

· Andy to write blurb for Save the Date.
· Andy to have database scrubbed.
6. Next Meeting – February 19.

7. Adjourn – 9:45 a.m.
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