Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

Public Information & Education Subcommittee

Friday, March 19, 2010
8:00 AM 

Grand Valley Metro Council

678 Front Ave. Ste. 200

Grand Rapids, MI 49504 

MINUTES

1. Call to Order and Attendance

The PIE Committee was called to order by Tom McWhertor at 8:15 AM.

Members Present:

Jim Buck




City of Grandville

Rick Chapla




Right Place

Dan Hula




Hula Engineering

Thomas McWhertor



Christian Reformed World Relief
Megan Sall




City of Wyoming


Terry Schweitzer



City of Kentwood

Carol Townsend 



MSU Center for Urban Affairs

Members Absent:

Bonnie Blackledge



Cannon Township

Others Present: 

Andy Bowman



Grand Valley Metro Council

Gayle McCrath



Grand Valley Metro Council

2. Minutes

The minutes to the February 2010, GVMC PIE Committee meeting were accepted into record with correction.
3. Review of Action Items
· Filming - Carol will check to see if GRCC can film all day.  She needs to know if the speakers will be doing PowerPoint presentations.
· Accreditation – Cannot be checked into until a description of sessions is created.  Jay will look into after he receives a paragraph on each. 

· Blueprint Award – The packets have gone out.  Date for response is April 7.

· Ryan Kilpatrick is confirmed as a speaker.
· Doug Rothwell has confirmed for two sessions.  Need to make sure we give him more direction and not just use his “turnaround plan” presentation on the Michigan business tax.  We need his perspective on economic development, land use, youth, innovation, the structure of government, etc.  Don will talk with him on Thursday.  If not, he will get a hold of him.  He should also add what other states are doing.

· Lew Bender – Andy spoke with him regarding his presentation.

· Bosnjak and Rothwell – Still need to get together to coordinate their joint presentation.  Rick will coach Bosnjak on local economic conditions.
· Cities of Service – Not ready for a presentation on this.  Maybe just Friends of Grand Rapids Parks by Steve Faber.  Community engagement and involvement.  Tom questioned if this type of program enables government’s problems.  Carol responded it is empowering the citizens.  Andy Guy and Steve Faber could talk about a new way of looking at it, more a sense of community.  Rick added we also need to hear from the perspective of “is it just a cop out.”  Could look at the last couple of years’ projects funded by the Grand Rapids Foundation for unique ideas.  Could a person from Grand Rapids talk for 10-15 min. on what Cities of Service is about?
Megan will moderate the Cities of Service session and maybe include information on the Block book.  She will also find an additional person involved in Plaster Creek.  Tom will contact Gail Heffner at Calvin.  Could also include Essential Needs Task Force.
4. Ideas for 2nd Afternoon Session
· Transit

· Mark Miller on Form Based Code.  How is it working out for you?
· Brownfield Division Ave Transit Corridor – Multi jurisdictional – Use Peter’s video – Jay and Andy
5. Con-Con Panel Discussion

Should Logie and Studley touch base with each other before the presentation?  The moderator Kevin DenDalk could describe the structure of a Con-Con.

We could physically put together a ballot.
6. Other

Packet – Discussion on value of pre-made informational packet vs. the availability of information to be picked up at attendees’ discretion.  

Will change the 30 minute break on the schedule to the second break

7. Next Meeting – April 16.

8. Adjourn – 9:40 a.m.
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